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BACKGROUND NOTES

The documents that follow were received by the Library of Congress from the
Department of Defense pursuant to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Years 1992 and 1993.

Section 1082 of the Act, titled “Disclosure of Information Concerning United States
Personnel Classified as Prisoner of War or Missing in Action During Vietnam Conflict,”
requires the placement of the information in a “suitable library-like location within a
facility within the National Capital region for public review and photocopying.” The
Library of Congress was selected for that setting, and its Federal Research Division was
contracted to index the documents for input for into a computer-searchable file. Upon
completion of the indexing, the document were microfilmed for purposes of preservation.
Neither the Library of Congress nor the Federal Research Division is responsible for the
editing and redacting of the documents. The documents microfilmed here are the same
copies indexed by the Federal Research Division staff members.

The copy quality of the documents is variable, and an effort was made to obtain better
copies. Wherever possible the Federal Research Division did acquire better copies, but, in
many cases, no better copy than the one microfilmed was available.
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GONTENT‘S "
PART I

. +'Dates Heamnes Heto

;.-' S sanotr co\mnm:nm ON.MISSNG PERSONS IN SQUIHEAST ASIA L

3 = Q. V MONTGOMERY, Misstssippi, Ohahman
; ,’.HDNRY B GONZALDZ Texns ‘ PAUL: N McCLOSKL‘Y Jn Callfornla

. JOHN JOSEPH MOAKLEY, \Inssocnus‘etts BENJAMIN A, GILMAN, New York - . . .
. TENNYSON GUYBR, Obo e

"PATRICIA SCHROEDER, ‘Colorado ’

' ."JIM LLOYD Calttornla L
i ‘ 7. ANGUS. MAcDon,\nn, Stan‘ D{reotor R
" HBNRY. J, KBNNY, Professional Staff. Assistant
- JoB L, Du"rnnnnnn, Professional Staft Aaa{stant :
. JBANNE ‘H, SHIRKBY, Adminfstrative Assistant
" JOHN D, BURKE, Professtonal Staff Assistant.
. JeNNIFER M. MILES, Staff Assistant
CHARLENB S, DUNLAP Stafr Aaalstant S

. The ‘purpose ot thts Selcct Commlttee is to eonduct a full and complete tnvestlgntlon P

. nnd study .of (1) the problem of United States servicemen. still’ dentified as missing in.-

- actlon, as \vcll as those known. dead ivhose, bodtes have not been recovered, ag.a result of . ;

ilitary opernttons in North Vietnam,, South Vietnam,’ Laos.and Cambodid and the problem o

of’ Unlted States civillans: {dentified as mlsstng or unaccounted for, as well as those known . . ..

. .dead whoee bodies have not been recovered in North.Vietnam, South: Vletnnm, Lnos, and - -
. Cnmbodla “(2) the need for o.ddttlonnl lnternntlonal tnspectlon tenms to determine whether . . =

there are servicemen still held ns prisoners of war or clvtllans held eaptlve or unwllllngly‘ T,

‘detalned A the aforementloned arens ‘ o
C ' oan .

' ) \IucDonald, J. Angus, staff dlrector, Select Committee on \Ilssing Persons A
o, i Southeast ASla ool L e . BT
\-";'\IcCain, Adm. John 8., Sr.,..(USN, Ret), former Commander ln Chtef e

MATERIAL Sunm'mjo Fon THE Rnoonn

"Additional informatlon submitted by Walter Cronkite, OBS News anchor—' B
- .moan, in his capacity as Chairman of the Internatlonal Commtttees to-‘ R
Pree Journalists in Southeast' Asfa. ... 220

Article from the Weshington Star, March 27, 1976 “U S Opens Door for 2
“ Hanol to Normalize Relations™: :

Page

BT AN

- Pacifi¢; and MIA. parent______-,- _______ Y|
Shtelds, Dr. Roger H,, Depu‘y As~1stnnt Sccretary for Internntional Be- o .
-curity Affairs,. Department Of State. eescomiicniotasa i I E
Varnado, Mis, Willena C., MIA: MOHEr—-—-mmomive IR RSN

';,,Waltels, Lt Gen VernonA Deputy Dhocton Central Intelllgence Agency_' 118

L February’ 4 1976  cn oS cmmmmm e e n e e b S i
Rebr Ay 1T, 9T L L L R Y R S S S R S S RIS | S
o February 26, 1976 i immoammmeinmimfme ettt LT
VL Mareh 8, 1978 il e L it mieenie 100 ‘

o MAareh 17, 1976 e m DA S IR | ST
‘March. 25 1976 bt e S i mmm e mmmie 1T :
e T - STATEMENTS ‘

o _Brace, Ernest C, pilot for Bird and Son, general contractor Chieng Mal oo

Thalland. Captured May 21, 1965, in. Boum Lao, Laos by the Army of L
+North Vietnam, Released Mnrch 28 1973-_ S . 168

L Clonldte, Waltel, Clso sseas ain o ai “ud Atnerd i .cochairinan of the '
+International Professlonal Committee for the: Snfety of Journoltsts on -

", " Dangerous - Misstons..... ; —_— ......_'f“ -138

.. Donahue, Col. Vincent J., (USAF, Ret) MIA parent----.’-;--; _________ 81‘
I..Dudmun. ‘Richard, ehiet Wushingcon cunespotndent St Louis Post-- o

S DiSpAten i eceeiemmns fmnn 188
' F,Ln\uence, Reav Adm, WI lia'n P U\ vav R« turned POW Held coptive : Co
" in North Vietnam for approxiinately: 6 yeors--;--:. _________________ 102

- : 'Cuges Used to Hold Prlsoners ot Wm_.‘-'..;‘j.--."L.<-'.-*_-;,_;,__;;';;;;=.,339,—342 . B
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S, N ————

ERIER A A
L IR I, PPN MR R b fth lect itt bJAn MD 1d,’
Chronology of T I‘our Party Joint \Iilitar ’l‘eam~1973—7o--"__...-,.--.,--,._,.ﬂ_.e 999 e Plsetie;t&tliggt gg*mgm gl_s 0 e se ec comm e, by gus acDonald,
--‘.8ongho§1£§ f,,“f,ﬁ'ﬁs‘ﬁiﬁ,’cﬁ‘tgﬁ’ \L:rli(tlviei\l}lff\l; 20 *1%9 ‘ T % o . Prisoner of war camps ih North Vietnam fmnished by Defense Intelli- '* .
., Bxcerpt.from the Commercial Appeal, Maxch 27, 1976 ‘::i‘aikirlig tiot Harso{; _237 e Pv‘%ﬁ’éﬁ; I;:g&“"s% . Vietnam, Laos, ana-Cambodia:::-: ™ - gia
', Txcerpt from the New York Times, March 27, 1976’ U.8. Invites Talks 036 L Representative photographs of guerrilla POW detention facilities in South.
- 'With Hanol, 8ays it Hopes for Normal Tles" .-<c.-- a—;‘i)-aw-l-----;-' : 3 . Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia...... ‘338'
L Excerpt from the New York: Times, Sunday, April 23, » ssuein 216 * ‘Review of testimony ‘of ‘Adm; Moorer,’ befoie the House Appropriations =
% Laos Linked to BombINgG oo cimmmmcembommmmoots s ammann s s s gm e on - 40 - " Committee—summer. of 1978__... 303
- Tractors relating to ‘geatch nnﬂ‘ 1iescue an(l evasion ereriences oi U S, pris-l 403 " additional committee activities- -- ‘ -
.7 .* onerg.of war in Southeast Asla—..._-. . .408" : - Eenr
. Final réport, “Bio-Medical Aspects of Aiveratt Dscape and Sarvival Under . St“fﬁﬂ;ﬁiﬁg“{lv‘mdml“%ﬁ‘:fmmes"'r """" T }38
Combat Conditions,” provided by BiO ’l‘echnology, IilC I‘alis Church RS " v I "BioTechnology, Iie. ,:::__,__' SRR R .-.- g 190 -
Ve T - 888 - DOD BUSEOMAN~ - oo o i 100
“Hanoi Refuses to, Disclose the Trate’ of These Men". \auati\e accounts of . " French POW Bxperience.___.. T T T 190
. “14U.8. airmen downed in North' Vietnam..-_ 244 . '+ .. Navy Center for POW Studies... R
o Individuai photogmphs of piison camps : 321' WA .I‘our-PartyJoint Military-Team. o R
L -Aleatraz, - e e i P R TR Joint Casualty Resolution Center-.... ‘ e _' T
Plantation .- S ' 323{' N Select committee Tetter to primary néxt of Hin - - 193
| ;gmlp“;?;‘m Nt T TN Sulmxn{ary of casualty status of OW2 Michael V. Varnado, SSN 437-70-, .
L Rty T <1007 L S 23
i :;~--Dirty Bird: Annex-_-- e A A SRR ggg -f;-t,r».mSummary of incldent.and. current status. of VIichael Varnado_-j____‘-.;;'____j
o .Dogpateh .. i e T S T TN ger i Summary of information concerning the case of Mr.; Charles Dean, US
- Rockplle' . s e o S e S S S R ST S TR T el ‘ 329"“,,, . “civilian, and AMr. Neal Sharman, Australian: clvilian_. )
Bt Y SRV NIRRT ™ EEER ,iSummary of six reports of Pathet Laos representatives making statements L
< Son Tayoooesa- e S T e it Pt SR S - about American' PW's; submitted by Lt, Gen. V. A, Walteis, Depnty Di- "
o Z°°‘ Zo o S SRR CA: " B 77U rector, Central. Intelligence Ageney. . ._.....
o FArnSWOIth el St s S i S wmme o ged L - U8, PW movement to North Vietnam furnished by Defense Inteliigencef
. . 'Hanol Hilton_ S e e e e 834 T AGRNCY i 307
- Mountain Retreatoi oomiiemmmiimemmmrmsm e onne oo en e 838 .',Vietnamese version oi! February 26 letter from Pham Van Dong _______ Ll 20
...~ Plantation . - fb h d TR, lid‘.33‘6“ AT
.. ‘Information regarding number 0 eepers ear on e groun —'supp ed - D o :
. - by USAT Casualty. Oﬂice.._-;-'.‘ _____________________ ‘ o .. 848 ‘ S BIOGMPHICM‘ DATA ?F WITNESSP.’Bl SO
. The Joint Casualty Resolution Center .o ie—mmma- . 28T Brace, Ernest C., retumed piisoner--;';;_--;;.;;-,,_'_.‘-.'-‘_’____'_‘___;-.'-_--_
. Letter of. June 6, 1072, to Mrs, Housley ‘Varnado, from Sisowath Methavi .77 Oronkite, Vaiter CBS News anchorman_ - co-cioea i 450
. -+ .Dliectoi’ of Cabinet, Cambodfan ZOVernMent.: . —mm—-iamiicienvuzzans 288 " Donahue, VihcentA MIA DAYONE- o mimiicicin i mmm e i i mim . 460
' Letter of March 20, 1975, to Mr. and Mrs. Housley Vainado, from 001 [} Joone e “Tawrence, Rear Adm, William P,, U.S. NAVY. oLl imimimimm = 40T
" Bobinski, AGC Director Army Casualty- ¢ 284 -MacDonald, J. Angus, staft directox Select Committee on Missing Persons» g
Letter of I‘cbruaiy 25, 1976 to Hon., G. V, \Iontgomery from Pham Van S Southeast KB i e ©. 460
. Dong, Prime \Iinister Democratic Republic of Vietnam.._... 241 . - McCain, Adm. John §,; former CINCPAC---_._‘.;;--_--_;_'_-_-;-_--_;__' © 455
" Letter of Pebruary 20, 1976 to Hon. G. V. Montgomel‘}' from DO Thanh L Shields, Dr, Roger; Deputy ‘Assistant Secietary of- Defense----.;_‘-;‘__-‘_-_* 457
c L TMrst-Secretary, DRV Dmbassy PariS. oo i m i 2420 Vamado, Mrs. Willena C,, MIA pavent___..__ e i i e - 460
. Letter of March 25, 1976, to Chairman G V. \Iontgomery, from Robert Jo : _‘\Valteis, Lt. Gen Vernon, Deputy Director CIA-_-v_-.._-_s___]_,‘_"._.'__'_'_“_-_‘_'; 458
. ‘McCloskey, Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations.—o__-lieeeo . 243 . . L
. Map of Cambodia iegmding iocation of Kratie City, fumished by Walter S
Oronkite .oimmcoiicmman S | S
'«-,'IVIap of Cambodia, showing | last known iocations of missing joumailsts-___ 228
o7 “Mapof Indoching depteting major railroad and road structures--.:-y.-..----, 851 -
- May of Lnos showing safe area 1L ST S ' cemm: 860 .
+ Map showing location of prisoner of war camps “Dirty Bird Aicatraz, S :
... 'Plantation, Hanoi Hilton, and Zoo"--.-- ,..3-1,9 ‘
: ',,Map showing location of prisoner of “war camps “Dogpatch “Mountain, ..
Retreat; Son Tay, Briarpatch, Camp Faith I‘arnsworth Shidrow, and T
. Rockpile" R " e i - 8200 "
Map of 'l‘hailand--_-_-;..-_ .- .. 861 )
" . Pertinent portions of intelligence report pertaining to Michael V Varnadoa 232
The Washington Post, February 26, 1976, “Vietnam- Tallcs Set by usn ..-__' 238
" Prepared- statement- of- Ernest Carey Brace.. .- a1
Prepared statement of Richard. Dudman, chief Washington correspondent,~ AT
St. Louis Post-Dispateh .ol oomcin 214 .
B Piepared statement of Lt. Gen. Vernon A Walters, Deputy Director Cen- - .
C 199

trai Intelligence Agency..- —

- o i o
f . .
. B . .

s

A0

0
191 « I

2



¢

Adviser. to . the. International Diplomatic Conference on ' Humanitarian Law. .

A B SR AR D & O Swn

[ SIND SEMS GG SN WD WD BB e w0 wew

ongressman ‘G. V. Montgomery (D-Miss) (center), Chairman'.of the House. -
‘Gelect Committée on Missing Persons in. Southeast Asia and a Congressional '

in Armed Conflict confers in Geneva, Switzerland with U.S. Ambassador to the
Conference; George Aldrich (center right). Also ‘participating: in the discus--

- “'slon are J. Angus MacDonald, Staff Director of the Select Committee- (left)
*and Frank Steverts - (upper right), adviser to the U.S. Delegation. - - ‘

'
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HOUSE ‘SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS ‘_

IN SOUTHDAST ASIA

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4 1976

Hovsn or REPRDSENTATIVEB, ’
SELECT Commrrree oN Missing -
PERSONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, :

) SR - Washington, D.C. " ,
C The select commlttee met at.3 25 pm in - room JH-227 of the;;‘ R
_ Capltol the Honorable G.' V. Montgomery, chan‘man of the select, L
R commlttee, premdmg L
.- Present: Re resentatlves Montgomery, Gonzalez, Schroeder,;; R
. "’Ottmger, Harkin; Lloyd, 1 VIcCloskey, Gllman, and- Guyer,
" The Caamrman, The- select committee will come to order. - -
. "The. urpose of this open hearing’today—and- our ‘witness is Dr.
.7 -Roger Shields—is to establish for the record the basis for classifying = . .
" missing . Americans, In other words, how does the Defense Department - ..
~ " arrive at’ class1fy1ng a person. missing in action, prisoner of war, or..
.. presumed_killed in action. We felt t%u

s would. be good. mformatloni;
or the select committee-and needed as a-part of the official record:. -

© " 'Dr. Shields, we are very glad to have you here today-and to testify - . .
" before our committee, You have been most helpful in working with . .
C o the committee and - we have: had full coopelatlon from the Defense Lo
SR Depaltment Dr. Shlelds1 ‘ : CL '

TESTIMONY OF DR ROGER SHIELDS DEPUTY ASSISTANT

 SECBETARY OF DEFENSE, PW/MIA AFFAIRS ”,

D1 SHIELDS Thankyou TR DY o L
. The Crmammrman. You mlght have to talk up o httle Slnce we do o
,‘not have-the benefit of a mlclophone system, 1t w111 be: necessary to S

" "speak louder than vsual, . B
. Dr. Supuos. Yes sir, 1 celtalnly can do that. I hope 1f anyone in. .
" 'the back can’t hear, they will have someone’ tap me on the shoulder PRI

) andIWﬂl speak up. sotheycanhear v A
- "It is - privilege for me to once- agam 1epresent the Department of, SO

'-:Defense before this committee, ~ - : o
" Your efforts on behalf of our missing serv1cemen in Southeast Asm R

. are. appreciated and your progress to ‘date has been- héartening. Tdo -~ -+
. want to reaffirm the ecretary of Defense pledoe of the Depaltment’s L

‘ }full cooperatlon w1th you n thls uudeltaklng : '

1Blo;,'mphlcal dnta of DL' Roger Shlelds uppears onp 457 R “ o
; - L (1) R |
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-+ Although I will give the '.pxjés.‘éi,lt‘afioﬁ,{l‘;‘Have With ‘rr‘gé__'repféséﬁﬁ*:‘” 'l

. Youhave requested information' concerning the classification procs ..

638 for our missing, Today, T am. prepared to discuss the ‘g,uidﬁs 3.

.- 'that governi the classification of our servicemen in a missing status; ~

e that 1;‘1c.1_ul_dqs_rr.u‘ssmg, ‘missing in action or captured, and the subse- . -
~ ., quent compilation, maintenance and use of the casualty files pertain-

* -, atives from the four services: These dedicated professionals are well N

-+ Aymy’s Casualty and Memorial A ffairs Division, - . .

.- knownto the families of our missirig men, and I want to introduce -
~ them to the members of the committee. They are the experts in this =
-field and are available to answer your questions, .. - . . G

L ~'ingtothe missing member, -
" . Our Army representa

- with them have

-, .. Representing the Department. of the Navy is'Comdr ’. Jn‘ék‘COI'.d .
e Specia]l AgSiStint to the Chief~of Naval )l”ersonnel.-.' g_ R
risoner and missing cases for the . -

N aj. Robert Dietrich handles the
Marine Corps and Col. Archie W. Gratch is the Air Force assistant.

.1 do. want to emphasize. that

Coow | - not’
" the

n,

- The CHAIRMAN. So-necessary informa |
ines . - . " declassified or.made available to usona classified bagie— - . - .. - 0
7 Dr. Suieps. -We would be happy to provide it. I do want to stress. ™ "
‘however that all-of the substantive information has been given-tothe. '

" family members: There are cases, for example, the name of a particular -~~~
" individual, source of intelligence, who asked that his name notheused - .. .-

ers during the hearing, There are four files 1

. for cisualty matters from theAir Force ‘Personnel Center at’Ran- - ]

o ). want: ze. that' these ‘en are’ thoroughly willing = "

- and able and’ dgdicated, Not only these men but those i%x'enyworkinggf dele
W have firsthand experience-in'Southeast Asia and in combat .

.- there,sothey are expertsineveryregard. .~ v L o0

o ~We have E,repa,redf‘cop,ie_s of casualty case files for use.
- - mittee mem "lyhe' :

. you, representing a.case of a missing member from each service; These ~

r each of

are‘actual cases and the. folders you-have been given contain the sub-

* stantive details sirrounding the loss incident and all other informi- -
~tion pertaining to the individuals. However, some material that does - " -
ertain to the missing man, such as general correspondence with -~
amilies, Members of Cungress, and concerned citizens inquiring -

~ nbout. these men, was not reproduced. The service representatives do- -

" The Crramraan. Let me ask you something tight’

~ .. information, or all inthqiilnnfo'rmu_tion“in"thes‘e_ individual ﬁlfes,‘hzté'it; .. In the case of thosé who misht be missing

' petusal should'you desire.

~"Although standing and select committees—— . -

been declassified? . .

| have the.complete, original, case files with them'here today for your o

'+ information has been declassified. In ‘some. instances the source, for- -

- were to request the classified information, -

: - Dr.SHicrbs, Yes,sir, T I
.+ The Criamman. And some of it is very, very personal, and I could .-
. - understand how to the family:it really wouldn’t gain anything. But™ . - -

* it could be made available to thé‘qf,‘chted family by working through -+ -

- committee members? - - SR R
.. Dr, Sieros. Yes indeed, Congressman” Montgomery, we would.
~'haveno problem with thatatall, . - T 0T

" 'We have made every effort to-insure that the standards applied b '
- each service are as uniform 8 they possibly could be within the broad =
- "scope of the differences in the nature of: the: problems: faced. by the -

\ s (R . . .

tion ‘this committee- wante"d AR

~ in conjunction with that information because of :possible compromise. -

" In-those cases we retain the. name of the informant in a classified *
" gection and only. the substance of the information he gives would be "

passed on to the family members. - -

- Wewill be happy to present complete files for your use should you -

tive is Col, C. J. Bobinski, the dlrectorof the o o “desire, - .

. %A 1though standing and select committees of the Congres are exempt
. from the provisions of -the. Privacy Act, the Department of Defense

" recoverthe missing man, - U ovoo 0 s e o
2 I the.individual serviceman: cannot: be immediately. rescued, an, © .
. _initial report of casualty is sent to the:parent service headquarters - .
..~ "containing: circumstances of loss and a summary of the efforts to date. - .-

© At this point the man is carried simply ag missing. e B

v . )

. If the man is-not rescued and further ‘search-and-rescue; ei’fqi'ts"are" o

not feasible dueto-a number of factors'such as location, enemy action,

- " weather; and so forth, a ‘.determinationﬁis made as to whether or not
" a_man should be carried as missing in action, a prisoner;, or killed in -~
* - action with body not recovered.. .-t LT o T
... .. . The problémsfor the services are different because the circumstances - :
oo in which a serviceman might become captive or become missing-in . .
there, Most of the = = = = migab (captive or become missing-in . . .-

_action are different:in the different services, -

. QU T T e R “.;",there' are special problems connected with- determining their status. .
- Dr.Snuizrps. With regard to the vast majority of our files, all of the .. . They are ifféréllll);' from those for someone who ‘might have been .

- problems that each service must address for itself, - .~

 status résts with the Sectetaries of the individusl military depart-

" individual services. ... " -

’a

S PRNUL EPNY

- requested the views of ‘all of our families pertaining to the use'of their

" thissing men’s files, and the families of these men posed no.objection,. "
" However; to preclude any possible intiusion of privacy, we request
" that during tﬁe.question-axidfaiiswelj eriod you refer to the cases by -
i bianeh of service rather than the individualsname, -~ =i o e
“* “T-would now like to discuss the general procediires followed by the - R
. military departuients in dealing- with .their niembers who became = - " -
" missing. The initial responsibility rests with the field commander of .\
" the man, who initiates search-and-rescue. activities, when, possible, to© - *" .

as o Tesult of air activity, . .-

- -example, of a particular piece of information has not been declassified, - B engaged in ground combat or in naval operations. So, tth"e{a‘«vI'{Q Specl il
~ but the information itself hasbeen,” .~~~ oo e e o ' s
e, The C*’E“BMM;’--. fIilll "Otlﬁ‘e_r? i\f‘,i‘dsl, ,i;fl’theré were classified materials . - .
~In a serviceman’s file about which the family was concerned, they =~ = - Pl N Y ST AT P
could see the information if an:individual me%bén of this cOlenittez, ments and in that regard i¢ s a stafutory résponsibility. .

" The law stipulates that the responsibility for this jdetermmioﬁ,of e

liedby ©

. _.Generally, following the incident, the. operational commander eval- = '~
- uates the circumstances and. makes the determination. that the mem- - " -

. "ber is in fact missing. Simultaneously, a search is initiated, and the' =~

" parent service’s headquarters is notified.- Upon réceipt of the notifica- "



" bion that @ member of their service is missing, the services notify the attem
T e v cl-eated to ’»deVQ

~next of kin.and.initiate a casualty file... 1

.+ ared commander will issue a report of casualty, -

. realize that the prisoner

e 4 T

. o P oo DU '
o . i
c - o .
.

In an attempt to standardize the criteria, o working’ gr

thisfile.

~ All.pertinent information such. -as circumstances of loss, search . - I S
- progress reports, family notifications, and so forth; is then placed in. . | - The. overwhelming. consi
i After tlie-f01‘mit1-.sedrCIi'iS,ter'r'niriatéd' ‘the procedures vary slichtly ="
- between the Services: ‘The Navy ‘andf“Air"For&ti' erating i'hyu'sigll';lglj,{f oo

~ - manner while'the. Army_and Marine Corpsfollow snother general

- pattern. The primary. difference is the echelon where the decision’ aus
- thority to determine the status of the missin - member ig vested,

. For the Navy and Air Force the opemtibna%: ‘ )

. biues the merdii e AT the operation: commander either con- - .
. tinues the man'in a missing status-or based on conclusive evidence of = = -

“.denth, issues. s death report. Take, for example, a Navy pilot who

gNdﬁp'-Wﬂé f-'
op brond. policies that were applied after November - -

L - P
R o et

ot R

deration was that our returnees would'be. "

“able to provide us’ with' additional information at the time Qf:théh';g .
*;3(;139,59 cﬁ' that this information would-be .proyided as the resultofa - .
"negoﬁia;t'ed agreementwith North Vietnam and its allies. . EEIEIIE

" " "With respect to the other side, thieir final rosters listed 566 military, R

" 95-U.S. civilians and 9‘third"countr'y'natio.imls_, including 2 military - ..

. and 1-civilian in China, ',to‘-,be-'repz}tri,ated. ‘.The"Dpfniograt1’<;‘,sRepgblic__'.. ,
‘of Vietnam (DRV) and the Provisional Revolutionary Government * - -
~(PRG) listed 55 servicemen as having'died 11.1’,c.ztpt1v1ty.",'.l:llesel ros- - .
. ters provided the first specific '.informdm()rr,l"egajrdugg 52-servicemento -
" 'be repatriated whom the services had previously listed as missin

v-‘4:f~~'~c-‘Z“zhesiilmmediaQQIY%i-@fﬁe?f;ilgavih ~a. carrier_and sinks.with his air-
- oraft, If, after an extensive search he is not recovered, there is con- - -
CIUSWG evidénce that theman isdead... = - SRR

- However, fifial determination of status.is ac

L o e sl ot Bl
;. .quarters, Department of the Army. The Marine Corpg hagan informal - -
o gne-ofﬁccr'1nves_l;_1gat19n1the'jresults- of ‘which are forwarded within 15 . .
days to the Commandant of the Marine Corps. After.review at Head-

- ..* The Army convenes o formal board of officers to investigate the ci wr

-, oihe Arm yenes o oard of officers to investigate the cir-.”
_...cumstances of loss within 7 days after an.individual Qhus'_be%nr‘eported R
.. 8s missing, The board then recommends the status of the missing sol- - ©.-
+. 7. diet as continuation in missing status or if they concliide that thereis
*- sufficient evidence to change the individual’s status to deceased,’ the .

quarters, Marine Corps, a change in the individual’s status to déceased .

ed on the %;'ound, and established-radio contact with those in the -

© " can be made. This decision is never made b T WO
- G e, This decision 18 never mado below. Headquarters, Marine -
- The placing of an individual in a captured status is more involved. .
L vicua/ l ‘  status 18 involved. -.. -
. Ideal.ly’.th}S.ShOlll.d have transpired by the belligerents 'pl*dvidind'fhe'- SR
. ,OOpponen.ts lists of those personnel captured as required by the G enove
S ,.QRTVQH%OI}._ This was not'done by the other side in Southeast Asig. . =
R e, therefore, had to make that determination on the information -
e tfosSessed., If o man had successfully ejected: from his aivcraft,
e ﬁ.i.l'*il'eP01‘tiIig ¢ was all right, but was being surrournded and was de- - =
D et gy = Ho O il LER surrot dw .. ‘
. stroying his radio, we could assume he was captured. Therewas a?fvS;s o

ne case where, for propaganda. purposes, his picture was res
| Pf'e : or a adio: broadeast made deseribing his ’cabtu'li'é' the decision’ -
L .;. . 0 ':\I-St".“'l‘e ma’n “S,I?I_‘lsoner.lwas much"“Simpﬁ{ : VAR ‘

o ,‘V}}elg;hsanaq:‘fa?ﬂy 'I‘GﬁeiVe'd aletter from him. B -
I consider it noteworthy that daring the course of the conflict thers ™~ -
! ifferenices in our handline o the conflict there

-+ ere no differences in our -‘llandllllg'ﬁ’.ft? the cases regardless of whether

r. This was:also the'case -

they were classified prisoner of war.or missin o in. action. Wo-did.

-as the families were concgiflgg%c?iii;ﬁc?ion was the legser-evil asfar.. . -
- ghss_lﬁtqatm% a5 from the: Teceipt. of"m‘(s) &m&gg‘}]fg"fés‘;ﬁu;gsfirt‘i’gti}:le L+ “not difficult to understand why many of the relatives of our missing:
~ formation abo man whioh et fad itive 1n- -+ v ' st
. prisoner. . 1“’ theman \Vl}_lf:h ;ust_;ﬁed, the change ‘ frqm missing to .

1 sounting by the other side, In other words, the servi
- actual classification with doed 1
© - With the retum of the acknowledged prisoners o

anaccuracy of 91 percent.

f war, there re-~-

. om ... ..
~getion: T fwas-in'teresting~tolnote.that.36Ap'f_the}se;meng}ygge;lggp jpj@wtg_:_ R

1979 andearly 1978, e T T
~"'Tolook at these statistics in another way, at the time of the prisoner . . = -
" yepatriationis, the services carried 593 servicemen as prisoners of war. - . .

oo The ~-'c'itlm'r—’sid'e»li,stédi513~fof.ft;heSés,‘a.s:.pris’oners_;a,,nd,,‘3f(;;af;4,h,z_y»yfl,Ar_ig‘_,_(}vlue_Adj}}_l_i‘__L o
© - captivity, for & total of 540. This left: 53 for whom' there wasno ac- -~ -

ces determined the -~~~

" mained _1;363;Ar_nerican"sérvicemen' missing in So_uﬁtheqst_Asiu, includ- .
. ing China. In addition, there. were over 1,100 Americans who-were. .~ -
~ ligted as killed in action but; whose remains liad not been recovered. -

- This represents approsimately 4.3 percent of the total deaths result:
. ing-from the conflict. Tf we compare this to. World War 11, we find 22

~ percent -of the total casualties in that conflict were not recovered. = .

| " from the Korean conflict. The improvement in-Vietnam is due in part

" Coincidentally, this same percentage. applied to. those not recovered.

“to improved methods of search and escue and in part to the nature of

" the conflict.”

~ . In fact, one of;.t"lyie" iﬁbst'l'éinitl'l<abie"as"]‘)ects" of the -COnﬂiéﬁ was 'th‘_e“ﬂt

. recovery or rescue of our personnel following their loss. A Navy study =
*'shows. that 38 percent of the Navy aircrews.were recovered, with an.

* additional 28 percent classified as prisoners, 17 percent were classi: CE
fied as missing, and 16 percent killed:in action. Air Force recordsre- -

~" natn, 776 in TLaos, and 1,591 in South Vietnam. -

. are the types of cases which ie are now trying toresolve.
. T.would now like to-cover the policy regarding informi

.~ servicemen feel that the:Government, possesses information about the -
- fate of their missing man which has never been passed on-to'them. I - .

. *

“search and rescie efforts, The massive resources and efforts devoted

. to search:and recovery of our men-in.Southeast Asia resulted in the -
" resene of many who:would have otherwise been lost. Some. search ef-

© o forts .were unsugcess'fulvdue”‘to:*hOStile environment, terrain, or lack:
" of definitive information on the location of the loss. Generally, these : -

ot pol ng the fami-
" lies of the circumstances regarding theéir loved one. First of all, it:is -

* that lingering doubt of.cours that he may have res| AN . flact g total of 2,541 combat rescues. This includes 174 in North Viet-~
o e A ;| ‘nave r o T ; it heftes . P S SN b ; habivduhaalt k LT
: extent which resulted in his déath“at"enemghandsi gsfél;ed 'cz_Lp "f’;}‘re.”t? ?n*. e S o

. In the case where, for -+ . Some of the most heroic deeds 'o'f‘lthé'thﬂi.c,t.j\'féré‘,‘as‘s‘oci‘a"t“e,d”'ﬁv,itl'l'-' T



. X N “ . , Lo , o R

<7 T would now. ik to oivy very brief ) |
7 yon :}]dedbl;gg‘;‘ glk-e to give you a very brief overview of the four cages” .
- youhave » you and the service representatives can provide sm-

1)< The Navy c'u:s'é'i‘n.vdl’vés.th‘: l0ss of an Tt fehtan o . ORI
T g mledtan volves the loss of an F4 fighter on'a nj omb-: "
. ln ' 0 W ls : ., L s g . 1 on a R - ) , A
booi recsived o orth Vietnam. Again no 'fgl'thel"infoﬁ;ggé::mhzs? U pireraffee—

servicemen.. . _

In those cases in which relevant information Dertaiine fothacs i -
. Anthose cases in which relevant informati taining to thosewho .
. tre missing-is classified; the inf 1,,nfox:mnt'10‘n.lpe_1 s ose who
| : » the intormation 1s periodically reviewed to

L " insuré that the classification is ‘still appropriate | : :
L Ean de g gy coees it 13- SUUL appro rlate and, if the classifica- -
- ton is not, justified, tho information is declassified and pmiﬁé‘-ﬁﬁf"%r o
L ;wentﬁét;°sgﬁ‘;‘??§s in: which the information-¢annot be declassified in its -
" lelevant info or example, to the: ne¢d to protect sensitive sources; the -~ - -
7 portion and pateen to o xiracted and separated from the classified
- . reportrefers, . -~ . o families of the missing nen to-whom the .

T gﬂ"éngatsoe ‘-‘-?Is,ill“? 0w, Mr, Chairman and this committee, that this s not .
' Services hos %ol]gp'a'lltme]'lg of Defense; including all of the military
" Ties all informat] wec. assiduously-the ‘111°l1¢Y'.0f‘“Pl‘OVidi‘ngfto?the‘fami:%-,; i

o nformation that 1t-acquires relevant to the fate of its missing =

his pamchute, and later lying in

S the ground and heard that the pilot had been killed.. - -

repared to answerany questioris you may have, -

-~ .~ Tt's most helpful to the.committee.

missing have g e S R UG
g have been made awire of th existencs of such reports, -

1 réports have been received and the families of our .~ -

G, T g VOVED JOU S ould .be aware that we 'did not make s practio L
L ;’f‘fmﬁ%alnc’hz’lfigul families 'o_flg'eneraland-'unSﬁbSta:t?aa?igﬁgrﬁ S
ok mericans il hld prisoners in Southeet Asia which cannot bo.
. =:-"‘""‘hav‘é’liote"d‘-'that"sﬁ-Ii Tulcl Ar %Q@!V‘lﬁl!l!!l,.!)}?;.gx;o.up_,,_ofW"indiv.idmfx}ls.-',..\/Ve‘; S A

plification of these cases answering any questions you might have, We,

__ The beeper which was used in ajr : .
i ey oo WS USed I alr rescue; and which was often taken. .
by some as an example of survival, is here with us mda})v:r?g g:nwg?lkgg -

. without wounds earried the o wounded men out .
Bt s o womtod e it of s,
-+~ Help returned the next day and recovered the two wenmdad m - 2

‘ ST ay and recovered the two ed'men. - -
Thoy were unable o fnd the missing men or the body of fho olgrs

thiscase, . . -

o “been recoived other than that which is in the folder before you -

o There were no shots or '
B "?n%ﬁisman;‘ Soeer ounds.
o, The Air Force case is o littlo more irveTond Ti s o PR
- pilot of an F~105 tha was i inTﬁ;?téfggtl ﬁ%&f tho s of the - -

~The M

the aireraft wagon © -

~ huppy to demonstrate the way i L
o qa pd e BOTHOT e'way that works and le it plays. Tt did. |
o _~P‘]§1}’:&k9y role in one of thecg’s‘es ou ﬁz'v(zzgﬁ,gegﬁlf’?? .plrt}}f_sl.,It.d1d;, '
o -I.MELQ'ArmY-qasel_ISjofasoldier'vir‘%; ) SYOm L
©.  TAnge reconnaissance patrol that was engaged in a fire ficht. The mice. -«
--1Ing man was:wounded in the neck and fell to th: g;:uflil%htD’{l‘i}fngutsﬁe

B -2.016 Marie case involves a man who wis lost i tather aimens] o .. o

T Y oY OAVES & man wh st 1n"rat, cir-+ .

o '--'-"E?ziﬂ.sé‘.‘f’ff’??f F}.‘*’r? had been'a'fire fight and t}iis*ma-}ﬁeﬁvﬁlsmvsv"’f}} the
e 'f'i'ht'l‘%? or the evacuathq"of-theg ' nded Marines from

otk ege d;qe't?f‘;;lﬁwed thQ:l'ema;nSand’b,e'came ill. He then walked over . . = - -

There e 01 the woods and has never been seen again since that time, .- -

-No further.‘ lnfOrmatioh", has surfaced . - e

ead and wounded Marines from *- =

- lying

. can show you , S Wor h ]
vated even though the man may have been dead.

Dy, Su1ecos. No, it doesn’t, -

‘are here to answer your questions..

© . The Cuamyan. As I understand-it','bécufﬁSﬁbf tgp ‘I?ii‘ivacy,Act',.you:v
ol e are requesting that we not use the name of the Indivi ual serviceman - .. -
0 was the leader of a five-man long: " . " when referring to the sample case files before us, - - - Sl
bettle ks . Dr. SurxLos. If you would simply refer to the‘caie a8 bthe Al(l) Force - "
- Quttle one member of the patrol was killed and two othera cort s .0 or Marine cage We-can answer the ‘questions on that basis. Captain -~ - -
woundled. In addition, their radio was hit and:-désiﬁr?}?eg.t }i?ﬁz gﬁf;?;s;z-

‘Hawks, an experienced pilot who flew in.combat in Southeast. Asia,

ing the fate of the man. .~ .

.. Mr. Loyp. What frequéncy is thatt
‘Captain' Hawks. 243.0. We have four; We have three other fre- = - =

‘quencies available. They are identified as Bravo, Charlie, and Delta.
- Mr. Lroxp. The question I have then'is if -you got-the beeper.tone. =
. . on the thing as you did before, then you have that thing going then . -

ow the beeper works and how it might have been acti- 3

S . [ o : Tae e
. . I .

a0 3 he-eiected, His flight leader and other pilots observed himin . - -
fire and Ao 7 ) ﬁeld{‘Hisradio beeper was activated =~ ..

" ahout 20 niinutes after t ie‘;mun“landed*on-the-grOund.-‘-Re.cherl‘eﬁQrts.:.,..,f...,.;,:.,A;.,:,,A_A_

' yere conducted until dusk but were not guccessful. . oo

" "There hias been’ further intelligence information on this case that .~

“.. includes the.recovery of a picture taken from an enemy prisoner with -

. the man’s namein Vietnamese on the back, The photograph was of the .. .
" “man lying face up on the ground. In sddition, we havea report from - -

- another captured énemy soldier who claims he saw thé incident'from- . -

M. -Chairman, that concludes my- formal st temeni;.“‘Wé"j Dil'fé:“.ﬁOVWﬂ;
R Crarmaza. Thank you, Dr. Shields, for that spléndid report, *

- Firsty I-be ieve%it%wquldibei.of-—intéreé_b:tQ-ﬁhéhdminiﬁt‘t;eé..fé seo.a. dem.....x._ ':
" onstration of the beeper. That doesn’t tgke’vervy_lbng; does it - - e

i Crearmatay. I think the comnittee would be very interested init. - "
o'+ Dri-SHIELDS. L would -like-to .,point?..()ut'.thut-.the,.re,ason:..wg_br_'qug_ht,g NPT
.. thisis in reference to the Air, Force case in which the man was.seen® -
o on.the ground.- We received information later on that he per--~ . .~
"+ haps had died-and a-photograph of the man lying on the ground.'We - - -
S il - glgo have expert medical wltlfss'es_x}‘;ith us tolda-y, ‘f{lomhth?l s?nvices wll:'o e
- support of some of the cases. have: e S IR L ave . " gre experienced at viewing these photographs an “who help us make g

© eyt o brought some equipment with us. . .'anv.'a.ssgs_s:ﬁient. of ‘the’ git‘idn'olf) indi%rid%als. If ‘after yigwing ‘the ..

- photographs ‘you would care to ask the doctors some questions; they = -

. " Captain Hawxs. This is a standard survival r‘adio.;vs"é”c'di'riéd; We.
- who was killed N2 ::';;Ke“i‘edx,twcly of them to aﬁctivate'the beeper. It is & Avery s&m{ilelop,eratit)lxl.'. e
1o was killed. No additiona] information his aver e . r . All you have to do is flip it up to this position. Anybody ooking at the ~ . .

e DR niorination has ‘9V‘°?;;been?ecewed.‘m}:; ‘. ‘radio could inadvertently activate the beeper. It also has a voice capa- -
- “ " bility so they can talk.to the rescuers, - 1 o et ol
The CuamuMAN. In’ Qtl;l,er-"words,-ﬁ-if that .ig ‘pickqd{. up’in anpther PR

-~ Dr. Smews; The point being; Mr. Chairman, that the North Viet- . -
- "hamese in'this or other instances coild have picked up theradio,being . .

" unfamiliar or.else doing it on purpose, have. flipped the switch. The -

" beeper could have been tiggered withoutany meaning at all concern-.



- - channel; we'll sny, what ever fre

T that? Didhe sayd -

. pilot’ question? And_the

o J T T D .
! . .

mstantaneous]y \'vi.thva'he;l'iCObI;ér'.c;r'u'ill"ti f
. Instantaneously with-a helicopter or aircraft which would t] .

.- start interrogating on these other oralt Wiich would promptly . -
..'.‘,.;.ti.o(lzli;.js.that%brre'zu.‘.. ;‘lﬁs?‘?the‘,‘;‘ fpeque&g;es fQI‘“&-VQI‘ce- communica-
T Captain Fawks, Well. st thic aafs iate fmmamn o w0
D EEATts ot o o oo e ge,ts,;mto_the--rgscug,“EVel:-ybody Ror= .. 7 maybe the Air Fores could answer—was the beeper ‘activated and " -

e " yet there was no voicecontact? . T PP RI I

" Colonel Grarcw. I would s_ay-labout 35 or 40 percent, and very, often- . - -

- mally starts out on 243.0 frequency. < - .
. Mr, Lroyn; That beeper is 243.1?:mning.a‘? T

ptain Hawxs. It’s running on whichever fre uency is selected. -

" Mr, Liovp. In other words, it’s. D channel, A ¢
something Bu e ppmsorer fe uency that happens to be, to 35, 5, or-

© - gation; is that correct? .

* " Captain Hawxs, That is correct.” '

1

- Mr. Luowp, The question I now have is: Was thets an indication that

: »:.s_.;..;..the.pilqt.,_of;,the;nircmft,;llelic

. Captain Hawss. YGS,iYS‘ir‘." R

" Dr. SypLog, Not in this case. There was no voice communication. ..

annel—it'son B

- - response. So-you would-have:to -assume, one, if the individual was

o ;‘I‘rll;‘i:"ﬁg;tul‘n'lt. fon he probably would have been able to respond in some R
. nner even if wounded. If it just came-on, an enemy soldier could. = -

have picked it up and inadvertently kicked it on, . -

.o Captain Hawxs. Wo dre normally: told to come up ,61"1 béépér for15 o

~seconds and then come up on-—=:" " . .'
" Mr.Guyer. What 'rangc;?-' S

 Captain Hawscs, Twonty-five miles or over, Lino of sight,

" Mr. Guyer. It’s not heard on the:
Mr. Guyer. It’s not heard on the ground. .- - - -
‘Captain Hawxs. Well, yes, sir, 1f they had a receiver,

- *Mr. Guyzr. And it would attract the enemy'too by the sound théﬁ? e o

o dnptzun HAWI\S qu}; yottl can turn it dmyn "Si?,: So that it not oo -

loud. .
yield,

.JLQYD.’IV‘I“'IS_ questllqn,—'—excufse e fbr'i'ntexfruptiilg;'li-f ‘you would L

T thinle his question means onco you have turnedthis on, and yoii -

- Captain Hawxs, No, sir, .

.+ Mr. Liroyp. You have to have anothe R B
S S T have another receiver in the immediate =
- . Vieinity:to do what you answer him’ Youi are ap e immediate. .
onthis hing, o nevered tohim. You are apples and oranges
,thé]?;'fbign.@gtThel:e hive been instances where the men did operte .~
e ‘pr(',;(ijnitpelf tlllt.chqse‘ not to come up on voice frequency becanise of .
ximity of the enemy. The point. being that it's very haid tointer- -~ '

pret anything from that indication, The beeper could have been acti-.

- been activated that way withot any individual doing it; - -

~vated purely by accident, could have fallen on a rock and could have =
- -Mr. Or1iNesr. Is it actival RSO I R
somel H .R' s";“;t“f“@-“}‘;‘??““@9‘}”? onejection fromaplane . . ‘1965—and as of that time there would have been reasona

in Hawxes. Well, sir, early in the conflict there w L '“'tqbglievg'thatheWas-takenprisonéi".(-- Lo
would activate. Tafer on it primarily became the option of the . wepam

- orsomething like that? = -

- tha

.

individual, and I
- gt the time of egress.’ t want T
o '""Thé-“(}mmnIAN:iIn‘h0wfman-y;»msta,nces.of_m1ssmg=m=actlo'n;_casgs::

pter, or-plane,-interrogated: by-voice on-- . The Coammyax.

1

7 thgrecord: Twenty five-perc i
think, That would he over 100 that activated: .

""" begin to hear: beeper signals,
" We.could never establish any communic: _
~ -with the mémbers on the ground, B'ut?that,‘was_wveyycommon‘jthing'-e I
" to pick up these‘em,e'rgencyfr,é%uencie,s.,':' IR T R T
" The CHAIRMAN. Tt.conld be th R
-+ Colonel Grarca. Could be the enemy. possession of our equipment, -
" The Cuamman: I certainly don’t want to give a.possible erroneous. .-

. the'man was-observed on' the ground ‘
' ivent for 20 mintites and then was heard 'sporadically thereafter for . -
“+ - geveral hours, He went down in an ares where there was apparently ... -
~ . no reasonable way ‘of escape for him. Enemy soldiers were observed < i
" in the immediate  area while:the planes were still ovefhéadioi'l‘hat-is' IO
6 -cause .

Seep. 348

ss. I didn’t want that going off at, that time. -~

: \ve'.'couldn.’t;det‘er'miné whether— .

" The Cuaman. I'am talking abop_t:'th‘e‘ cases of sby?i@em?n'that-"--  f
ano would know what frequoncy that - DAY been classified as missing n. action, the ones we still don'thnow. .=

- Wascomung in‘'on.and would immediately come back as a voiee interro-. - ' ‘what happened to them.

" Qolonel ‘Grarcn. I would: say‘;'(‘)f"tfl'_16:438 that We{.'prééénﬁiy.ha.ve‘ivif'l,:.' .
- MIA status; approximately 25 percent—I have to check. my figures - - ¢

* . on this—we had some sort. of a beeper signal or some tone.. © .. - -
I want to be absolutely sure before we put thisin - -
~-ﬁve?peﬁctantavdiild-tbeia.vel'y;.largefnumber,zl__ﬂégli';;..._ i

oy \ 0L | “Colonel Grarcm.: You' see, Sir, Wha,tf,‘;happeris;"th'e".enémy" has 8
- Mx. Luovp. You are,missing the question. The gaestion is: Did the .+« . number of fheso transmitters. It was not uncomimon at all o go of -
inswer. appears to be “Yes.” You had no . Lo

- uny missions and hear these bespers go off at.all times, A man would: . -
-go down, a-search -\ip;ir'_craft‘wqul‘d‘.qome,ba’ck'-i'n‘,the ares and wewould - ..
We could never. home in'on snything. - = -

communication, yoice communication, -~

e.enemy'frequen‘Qj,fbvé.v k

- jmpression: that in 100 of 400 cases it was actually the serviceman who ' 0
*.sictivated the beeper.’ LRI . o

* Dr.-SutErps. We can

may have been playing with 1t ond triggered the switch. -~ - .
- The Cuaryan. Then you are saying that in some instances the.

L beepers were activated as much as 2 days after the crash was known. -
" to havetaken place? - - o S T

- have just the one radio on, and: it ont D6 o
© . make a.sound ,th’ro.u,fzh:,this’-ri_tdio?’pu»'.'-h'avie ' lt On ‘tf];l‘e‘ beep,gjx.',l tqut:,dqg_sn:’-t L

" Dr, Smiers. Yesysir, 0 <00 o 0 o T C T
. The Cramuman. And the time limit, too, would be very. important. " -

0 Mr, McCroskey. I may have missed this. If you turned on that . .
. beepér, how long would the battery enable it to operate before it
. died out of itsown accord. . < o S B
" Captain Hawxs. I think 8- hotirs - i supposed: to: be guaranteed, . -
"’ life on this particular radio for continuous use now. L e

Force case for example, where -

- Mr. McCrosxey. Taking this Air

O emro—te—a L o o

péfs'orially;,néfx:'r‘er” flew with one that would actlvate o o

. fiunish 'stiti'sticé"fol' the. record-on Ifh‘a,'t,.“‘ Bu‘t:"‘f CE
' in some instances o child ma have picked it up and 2 or 3-days later .

with o parachute, the beeper = o



. - He was carried MIA: until the time of the exchange when he was = .
-~ ~not retiurned. Just looking at this record, once he is not returned under .
.. the circumstances in.this file, 1 would:have: difficulty in knowing on-. - -.
. what basis he was carried as MIA: rather then presumed dead..I am -
~ - speaking of the Air Force file; SRR o S

0

.+ ~Tho facts on this file as I understa’nd‘l‘it‘ drebdnsi‘_:st'ént,—féit‘hér that
- he was killed after the plane landed, or he was taken prisoner. Could .~

. have been either way.. = ..

t

- Colonel Gratcm. Yes, sir.

" “Mr: MoCuoskey. Cleaxly it was a justificd MIA until the time of
. -the prisoner exchange, . . T o o0 T
- .. -Colonel Grarcm. Af

h

woothabbasis, . T e e e e e
" Mr.-MoCroskpy, This is the kind of fils: where the precise.co-." - -

-~ ordinates where he went down. are known. Have we made specific in-" . -

o -_,qu_i'r%r__t,o,,,._thg‘_;No,rth 'Vietnamese on this:particular case, the Air Force . .
... cage' L e L TR

7 Oolonel GRATOHYBS,SII‘ SR

© . Mr. McCroskey. When and what, if anything, was their response? - -
- Colonel Grarom, On -June 18, 1974, the file was provided to the = - . s to the North Viet- . "
Sl e e . namese of the information which we could provide.and two, to test” ..~ .-
their willingness to ‘cooperate. We felt- that 1t. would. be mgxdvlﬁsa:ble_”, SR
" to hand- overto them'in s huge bundle all of our cases. That would - :* -~
" not provide s good basis for work. So we handed over specific cases,
“such as you did-in Hanoi, in order to provide a basis for cooperation ... .
“ " 'so that we might then'go on to other cases. . . . SR

- Four-Party Joint Military Team. - . -

- tivity. This ‘would

" Mr. McCroskEy, June of 1974. That is a.yesr and 5 months after, =~ ..
" - ‘ab that time both sides were saying . )
cloovalide o e T T e ;
-~ . .Dr. Smpuos. This would have been shortly after we had the're- =~ -
- mains of 23 men, who were reported as having. died in captivity, . -
. were returned ‘to.us. This would have been subsequent to that. We-
-+ felt'we should have a priority on these cases and we felt that the first
~ ., priority was to. take care of the cases of the men who died in cap- * .
. tinty, establish o basis for. cooperation and moving on .. -~ .
. thecases like this. - - . . - ¢ o T SR

- Mr. McCroskey. It seems.to me this is the kind of case that this

. committee, having ‘established contact with the Vietnamese, should- = -
- make a further inquiry. Presumably, the records in that village could -~ * -
- .confirm either that the man was killed after he landed or he was taken "

- prisoner-and died in captivity. Clearly theit records would disclose.
- owhat happened to thisman, . =~ e e T
- Now, how many of these.files are there in question? Until the time™ = - .~
.. of the prisoner exchange you could reach the conclusion either way, . -
- but after the prisoner exchange we would have precise data at this
- time to direct precise inquiry to themon'at thistime? .~ . . - =
- Colone] Grarch. Again I-would have to research our total 438 .
. ‘Tmssing to give'you an exact figure which I cando,” =~ - .
- -Mr, McCrosxey. The Air Force figureis438% =~ -
- Colongl Grarexr. Yesysiv, - ... o e
=~ MroMcCroskey. How does that break down in.North Vietnam, in. " -
.~ the populated area? ~ - - . Lo
~ -+ Colonel Graton. Of that 438 figure, we bave 47 in South Vietnam, =~
. - 2021n North Vietnam, 148 in Laos, and5in Cambodia, =~ ¢ .

N

o \fter all our data was evaluated, in all probability -~
. we would have looked at this particular case; or many of them, but = = .
“ - we were hindered by the court actions and waiting for the final out-- -~
. .:..'..:.ﬁcom'df;concerning-..'.\'vh'at:.w‘as.a‘.,.leg'all.,aspect,‘.s.o.ﬁ,no,action;.was‘.i,ta_‘ken.:on'.-_‘.,;.;._;_..A::I..,v...;~;y-(,u<.handed-.over,: I SRS ST D LU SN O S L
L e e T My Guyer. WAL you yield? I was wondering if }Ye,'.WOUIdI‘bQPQP:,,‘ S
" mitted to have the names of those in the hard file.” -~~~ ...~

- - The Crarmax., Were those good case C T
" Dr. Suieros, Those are good-cases; At different times we passed

he agreement’ was no. longer -

“information. -

T e MaCrosrmy, Mr. Chaifmgn,1jus‘t'“suglg‘egt‘tothe‘commli;teq that; e

: onl\flzlsMk?I(ljcﬁf file.:where a man was shot down at a given coordinate . .

X m_N orth~:~Vietnam;’—.thnt?5iitw-leaﬁ’ft?m:those' cases,weoughttobeable to_ ...
direct o specific inquiry to the North Vietnamese and be given pe.. .. . -

RS ciﬁc:answers.f This 18 a classic case, it seems to. me, of one they,cf?u I
Cpuppish us informationon, . . Lo L

f-“ﬂf?hs,nmns; TIf the individual in those photo raphs. is. 1n__‘flg,ct::‘.,_’ [

© . Qead, and it's possiblo to tell from the photographs, this is a deax = .

+ case of o set, of remains which should be :returqu to our c_onpljol- , 1 T
“The Crzatriax, You don't have to answer this question if it would. " *
" ot be proper to do so in open session, but this case he is speaking of -

~ ow, was this one of tho cases that wo gave to the Honoi representa-

R tlvgr Suiecos. I don’t believe it was. It was not; 1nc}ud9d in’ the-;ca,ge_ o

. The CiiarrMAN, Certainly you can have them. Y,."?u: mea;; the “onés-'\-l I
~wegaveto the North— i TS

‘M. Guyer. The ones Dr. Kiééi?iig plole
‘cases assuch?

- over & numbet of files, one, to provide an example to the North Viet- .

. Mr: Guysr. In that regard is there the possibility that had you = .
- 'given 15 or 20 cases of people.you believed were alive on the testimony
“you had seen? For example, the voice being heard, or picture seenin - . .
the paper; or 'someb,ddg’ reporting they had seen them. Would that

be an invitation to retribution? . - .

.. Dr. Suierps, We felt at one time that.perlﬁtps 1t mi{ ht‘;b.e'.'-Itflplit._‘
" g in o dilemma because if we made public the extent of the informa-,

tion which we had; of course that. would have told the North Viet- - :_

" namese whether we had ‘precise information or whether we didn"t.';"‘ R
" There may have been cases that were very similar to theones wehanded - .~
. down- with- the onlydifference ‘béing that we _;.'dldn’_f'"POSSBSS_-,'-ﬁhB, Ly

“ - Other men may have landed alive on the ground, and may have n C
" fact been taken prisoner; but we were not there to observe it, while . -

" in other'cases we were. So we felt for sometimeé that it would bevery
" difficalt and. might pose a danger for those individuals if we handed .~ ~

.. thesecasesover.. .. - . . ioouvoo. L

- After a certain point, though, we felt that in the interests of all of the . .-

_ - 'men and in an effort to find out whether we would be able to establish- -

.+ . a-basis-for coordination that we simply had togo forward.: -

A o o,

\[r. Guyer. I think there was s curiosity on the part of the relative

" 'that maybe their loved ones might have been among those handed



Dr J R We have stressed that the ﬁles e handed over Were
: vonly illustrative. They were not meant to be an exclusive roster of the

X information” We possessed “We felt it mlght be better to” hold back et
- _-some 'of that information foruseat a later bime. . ERE

The Cuamyan. Thank you.

Mr. GHMAN Dr. Shields, hovv many ﬁles do we now have m1ss1ng

. within the various branches of service?. -

- Dr. Suxerps. As of December 31, the number was 834
" Mr. Graran. You have a file on each one of those? . -

' Dr.Sieros: Yes. In addition to that, Mr. Gllman, we have ﬁles om ..

- other individuals whose statuses have been changed, for example, from. . ..

. missing to killed in action. We make 10 dlﬂ'erence 1n the cases ot those. - . .

1nd1v1duals who were killed ini action; as a result of ﬁndlng of death o

- 'and those'individuals who still are"carried as missing. . ;
e M GHLMAN, s there o cent1 al- 1epos1tory for all of these ﬁles m
’ the Department of Defense? .
. Dr. Smieros, Yes. In adchtron to the serv1ces who mamtam ﬁles on
o their ‘individual- members, - the Joint Casualty Resolutlon Cente1 oo

e mamtams afile on all of the menin whom' we are interested.

Pl grade, elig

o Mr GImrAN Every bit of information in the individual ﬁle here m'* AR
o Washlnoton in the branch of the ser v1ce is also in the J omt Casualty
~ Resolutions Center filesf. .~ " -
- "Dr. Sureps. All of the information. that pertams to the status of’f ,
~ the mrssmgb man.: For example, information concerning changes in " -
o ility for promotion, letters to family members, and these . .

. kinds of thmgs W ould 1ot be in that ﬁle because they. have no beaun«r o
on our efforts to'act. -

Mr, Giyan. Is all of the lntellwence mformatlon that all of the,

intelligence agencies have noiv-in these ﬁles7

. Dr. Surups, When you say “all,” I give you a hopeful “yes ” The R
ﬁles, as you can see, are thiclk and we have a‘great many of them, but . -~ -
Yyes,” We review those files constantly to make sure that we do have' R
-the.same information in all files. . S
. Mr.Guaraw, For some time. thele wag some cutlclsms that there was'
. a great deal of massive information piled up in the various branches.
L that had not been sifted through ancl) o
- overcome and taken care of? Is everythnw now ﬁlecl oy andinthe . -
;lmMSMM , : T
. Dr. SnirLps. Con«rlessman Gllman,Ithmk most of those charges ;o
- the first place were basecl o erroneous information. There were.en- .
o tries, for example, in Joint Casualty Resolution Center files that re- .
- Tsulted from the érror made by the individual who was ﬁhng the in- -
<+ formation. We celtalnly are not perfect and’ there were such errors
.. made. But . we never-had quantities’of information \\lnch had: been -
" unevaluated or which had not been placed in those files.. R
~ When the Joint: Casualty Resolution Center wag establlshed in J an:
tiary of 1973, their first task was.to-begin to compile this information,

So as far as we are concerned, with a feir slight, exceptions w hich re-

. ,_""'“‘_.isultecl from- human error, they always had the- 1nformat10n at the’ " .
. Joint Casualty Resolution Center which. the. services possessed. In. = -
: ,smne 1nstances the Jomt Casualty Resolutlon Center has some 1nf01- AR

1See pp 287—-305

e lnatl

placed.in’ the files. Is that now

v . . 3

on whlch hacl beeu collected in- the held and had not been for- R

L d.to the services but these were rare occasions. . o
, o ai\/ric}e Gruaan. Has' yom Depar timent o tuned ‘over “to our- com-=-
" mittes 8 complete List of all- of these people wrth the 1elevant focts

o 1nvolvecl’3

Dr. Smnr.nsl You have all of the list. T don’t know the extent to - e

?l ‘f: "~ which gou haive all of the 1nformat1on. You tertalnly do not have all
o tthe R

Mr. Gmma Well do wo have ]ust the

- Dr. Surcros, Tt has been: turned over.

» ertinent facts, the most 1m- L
- “portant facts in each ﬁle S0 we:-can make a . etermmatlon? ‘ ,

© Mr. MacDonaLp, We dohave the data 13rocessm list, the two pr1nc1- o

pal lists that you. had been concerned with, We

ave.all 36 cases of L

those still carried as prisoner of war. In addition we, have at leasta’
 half-dozen cases “of those still-cartied as|missing in-actiops— ===

Mr. ‘Gurata. Do the lists we-have. co pr1se the 856 plus the addl-

- uonal 400 or 500 who-haye been reclass1ﬁed?

- Mr. MacDonarp. It included every: mxssmg in actlon, prlsoner of e

SR war, and every Tilled:in-action, body not recovered. -

er Giraan. Do we have the pertinent mformatmn 50 our: comm1t-

< tee can look over the list and make . determination as to- which- ones’ R
" " Viye feel are havder cases than the others'l Can we make some determlna- Ll

S ’tron from the list you have! "

Mr. MacDonaLp. That can only be deter mlned from lookmg atthe " .

" “Mr. Giuman. Thank you, Mr, MacDonald, - B

-+ Dr.-Shields, Liow many ﬁles have we actually turned over to the ‘
- Vletnamesel | =

B mdrvrdual case file; The data processing list-provided to the DRV and -~ |

.. PRG included name, rank, serial number, race, coor dinates; and date *

- . of loss, vehicle in which flying or driving or ground, action, and 50 on. .
- ~From that you can’t tell whether it's-a hard caseornot. R
" To determine whether it's a good hard case one actually has to look e

' at the files such as you hiavein front of you. o R

- Dr. S}nnms We have turned over basw 1nformatlon wh1ch Would B

‘Mr. Gazaan, How many are in that ﬁrst category that you stated?
“Dr. SHiELDS. "The basic individuals in whom we are 1nte1ested?

" be essential to an accounting on every. individiial who was in a missing -
. status or who was prior to the repatriation of the prisoners. And in. .
~ - addition to that we have passecl on further, more elaborate 1nforma- B
- t10n, in a number of cases but not in all, :

" Mi. Guuaan. No, you'! ‘said you turned over information on all of the 'I

- Dr. SHIELDS, T think Mr, \IacDonald has that number
Mr, MacDoxarp.: I think you caugh

K - people you have as missing. How many 1nd1v1duals dld you get 1nfor- L
o mation on to the Vietnamese!. By

e t me with one of Dr Sh1elds' s
~ papers. T have a memo. from him on t at subject. Data processing lists "~ -
© were prov1decl on five occasions. Each successive list tends to include . -
* . the previous list; 104 the first time in April of 1973; 1,444 in May of .~
19735 1,114 in May 1973 in 1974, a year later, 2, 558 names were pro- ..
' v1ded and. these comprlsecl the kllled in actlon body-not-recovered :
- POW’s, MIA’s, in other words, the entire group. . L
Dr SHIELDS Tlns is; everyone in whom we: are 1nterested in any RS

o way



" mannertous, .

G “all those cl'ash.coor,dinutés'inf01'mation?j R e
) ] we were able'to ascertain: them. But in some .
' cases—ifor example, the Navy 'c,asel;zou have before you—you simply - -

S "111avef,‘a'generql::@re;_l,",an'd this may_ have even been an Qif'.-.s'.hore".crash |

TheCHAIRMANMI‘OttlngeI‘Q T e
- M. Orrivegr, Thank you, Mr; Chairman. T.appreciate your taking -

- S M McCrosmY Anotherllst1s2,000 L '

~ informationon? 3

+ - Dr. Suretps, We have a long hstof "_fqlder’y'.infq,lfméftio'ﬂ'hjere._l For SR

-' : ‘example; let me count thedates. .

O 18 specific oceasions betwesn August 6, 1973, and Febriary 26,

1975, turnover of information to the. DRYV. So there were a total of 52 .
- folders concerning information on 89 individuals given to the. DRV

"~ unreasonable requests. Ofie request, with which'y romﬁ"“fétf"?mﬁ]‘grf as%‘:}'leg’: L
" egsentially for every document, everypiece o _P?}Pel‘_";‘.’-? adan this. -
~ ‘entire area, That involves literally millions of documents.

charged to $700, -

i e the-pobler. Y o ses the documentation with - -
. That, in a nutshell, is the problem., You see the documentation with- - .-

o ‘ret}a};fcllti:'cl)nfgur simple"(‘:ases,'and this is only the core of -@he-mfp%@‘?‘i{f -

31 the folder. We woiild have to review files to pull ouit pexsonal infor- .

~—=and-30-folders with ififormation on 88 individuals given tothe PRG. o
..~ "And. when I say folders, T-am’ talking about ' very exhaustive in-

e ,fol‘mi'ltion,'H}Qre"thgn*thé~baSicﬁ'data which had already been passed on.

o M GILI\IAN.’TSOIWG;@I.'B,ﬁﬂlking‘ about roughly 90 to 100 folders were, . .

;- burmed over to-the North' Vietnamess ot the DRY with elaborate n.
- formation, isthat correctd . < .. o oo o orAe I, o

" Dr Swmuns. That's correct, =~

. Guaax. Then the remainder of them just hod the nam, rank,

~ "and seria]l number? . -

- 'Dr: Smetps, No, basic information concerning the loss. For ex-
.- ample,in‘the case of the Army, the man’s serial numbér,:the coordi- -
-+ Dates of the crash as best we were able to ascertain them, and.other . -

‘information that might be pertinent, - .

So it’s miore than simply a name,. The hasic information which was -

- what the North Vietnamese would have needed to identify a specific - ..

. crash site, fOr'example,'With‘ihdividua]s.»g T e ,
.. -, We felt that they may have identified the plane crash, but had no .~
. idea who.as involved, Théy may have recovered remains, but had =
' no idea who these men were, With the information we gave them, they =~

S would be. able to say ‘this corresponds to this airplane and these in- =

dividuals, and. ‘that ithey wquld,{ha\(e been@ble to respond in - that

M. Guman. The‘_n.ldlo" theyi.‘}iairé'ali“ of the crash éoondihﬁtés 'o'f‘z:tl.l" o

- of the crash victims, a8 far as we are concerned ?‘The.Vivetnamg.s‘e have " -

*. Dt SuizLps. As best

"inthewater, -~

- meout of order, I have a bill on the floor, and have to get back:

When you appeared here last. time, T asked you, Dr. Shields, about |

‘ .-.:".an'y'011'tsba11di11g.Freedom.of,'InflormatioriwA'_ctvcu‘,ses on behalf of fam-" -
RS 1§ in action seeking additional information in their files. .
- Thelieve, if I am correct, that you snid there were none, but. I takeit. = -

- therais at least.onie outstanding at the present time. Without prejudic- ~~ -
.. ing your case, I am wondering if you could just tell us ‘what the = -
¢ problem ds, e RS R SRR AR O R R

. .ilies of missin

~+. "My, OrriNaEr. T

S here is.a feeling on behalf of at least some ot £he . -
 fumilies that full information has not been disclosed. They feel, asyou -

" Coul

%uite;uncpmforl}&blet with tllht'.".

xLos, M, Ott , liave, throughout the history of the’

‘Dr. Smierps, Mr. Ottinger, we have, throughout the story of t
cm]l?'l.li'ctb gifﬁ%éd full 'fold%rs’ and files ,to,-mdmduul Congressmen and -
”Sen'a'to;'s," on behalf of fanily members,

*did,in fact, have all the information. .~

papers are stored and what is there? -

. getting full information?. - -

. ,. . o .

s .‘_f::“:" : ’ utumover the :i‘x'l'f61"111a‘ti‘6.r'1"tllia§'is sought$ - - -
L Bf%fﬁgffn{?\\ren;the Freedom of Information Act protects us from
- Mr. Greman, This .infQ,I.‘m&tion"‘is;turnedlfoxfen,toz,the~»VietriameSe"b.Y T
Courjointmilitary team? - L - oDy ‘ ‘
EEETERT -Dr.‘SHIEIJDS.'Thqt’s correct. v oL 00eT o ; | oc e ""ldbe‘- S
'MI'-‘.G,ILMAN_-I‘IQ.‘V.'mafny._Of“the_SQ names‘.,did you providezadditionql S 'The request also limited the amounb of ‘thelmo‘ney:-‘w ccou B
' olde infor , st ind went back and said, “Tf you would like
- We falfilled the request and went back and said, “If u would like
R t};elr‘l'().l‘g'vs'peciﬁti,' we would be very‘-hzltppyvt.o gvzrlvcv ﬁftgggﬁlsgriﬁgﬁi o
L ‘1'975:,“tu'mover‘o-f information to the DRYV. ‘So thers weré g, total of 55 v-.a'_nd_if‘yog}hgye:»prgblems <_w1'th‘ t;\hg.cwliqlrges,_ o will, discuss them;’ =
. .mostwepassed atatime, . - s T
. Seventeen individuals were covered with regard to the February 96, .
lividiials=the Privacy Act;of course;is-involved-here—:~= -
Tmation on individials=the Privacy ‘AC.P,-.Of, course; 18 1nvoived:nere- R
- zrc{l?vt (%(l:lf}?hat it would take evefyr 111(}1y1c}1ualawe fl}gtdh:vi’(;rlézng;& (t;llllls o
' aren.'and in addition to that, perhaps undzeds of others, to perorm .~ -
> !t)‘]llgat’a!slll:,daﬁlcli:; (stil-l_Woiﬂd,.,lm’vgtalcenjln011ths and p}qn§11§, 1f got ygars,_ s

't some ai it be worked out s that o sampling'st- <
' 't somé arrangement be worked out so that a samplin b
7 east couxlldb be gOnelth-ro%gh,‘- or sqmet}i)ltnq Ofg't%lq,tv nztx}tlglfeé;%;h&f (1)1;2; e
el cases. for which releases were obtained from the 1a; ily to over--- -
o "Zéi}&altﬁzs%}ifvacy Act problems, could be viewed and tlt}v;_e"fa‘mlﬁhes g
" could get some assurance that what you said here is accurate

who have reviewed these to : ,‘ EE
iR do exactly what you have suggested, to assure the' f?mlh.es ~t1)at.'they g

8o we hawe no objection whatsoever to doing that again. And P'd
! thatasou re uire, O TE IO STV S N O

i B Wi bl for s rpromtivttho

. ilies to actually see the dimensions of this problem, without going info~ = -
| ',';ggii%)ca(c:ages ¥vhich miglit violate the Privacy Act, to’ ! ee,‘_.hQW.,. e

o T e e o bors have. reviewed their own
*. " Dr. Sureuos. Individual family members 1?”9”“"“: Yo National =
" casos i manny, many intance, Tor example once  yer the Nuploner
""" League of Families holds its annual conver \tion have those requests © .
qaiest that-folders be brou ht'tO th”'t gony‘en‘ 10n ha macialiv -afficars. . .
| %g;?rgga ';JI‘h(;y g0 thro,u.g’hgthe files with one of the casualty officers. SR
" They'ans bl to Lok though th entiro .ot tht time, mud this
- ,hi}% 21?553?: (iifllr:i?e }I(T,ation{:l League has its convention again th;s.yga‘r? o
L "vﬁzl-lbﬂxggni%% t’h'nt;g‘, in connection:with the_-icll“lgp,uttg glﬁgelzoﬁe' ‘
oM b Y the courts you were wi l_g‘ : '
.+ going and is presently in the courts, ble gecess to the people . - -
. kind of settlement that would give reasonaf e
 ihoarobinging thsuit 5o they o e asoarncoth they Hasp



™

R ti’nlger, has been very helpful in the past: - . T L
oo T might add that it has not always pleased the families, but there
... -are your colleagues on the Hill ‘who have gone over the full records, -

. had access to every. piece of paper we have with regard to an indi- -

~ -vidual, who assuredthemselves that we have, in fact, passed all the @ "
~ information ‘we have on. We are. willing to do this, and we have done’ -

. it in the past, and we will be happy to cooperate with this committee -

. . N

T ’ .
v ’

. .Dr. Sumwps, We, of course, face the problem of assuring individuals.
~-that-no-more-information-is-there; and-we-can’t-give-assurances-of a-+--
" negative. That's why the role of Congressmen

~ . in doing that in-thé future. . .-

- The ‘Cuamman. Before: you -lea{ré, MlOttmgel, ;ujnldt}}iéfr qg‘iesbién.,”_',:“? |

- and then we will'move down to the right.”

SR

~There-is‘a-very-good-possibility-the-comm

*The-Cratmmax: Mrs. Schroederd: - fuio

* - Mrs, Scurorper. I have to leave, too, Mr. Ohmrman -I'vapélbgiZell - g . o
“You have really provided some interesting information. .-

Cquiekly, oo v :

; *Are-:tliese'--fi'eqﬁe'ﬁcié'é'd.iﬁ'qreh‘t':‘f‘ori_'e,aéhf":indifyidupfl," iﬂlsb?f' Or1s1t Lo

"the:same: frequency? -

'
. A RS .

Captain Hawxs. Sir, as I said, this particular radio has four dif- -
ferent’ frequencies on"it. The standard—which everybody uses—is
- “the international guard channel, is- 243 megncycles. This is what
~ . everybody comes up on initially. They do not leave that frequency. =~
* . unless directed to go to a different frequency by the search-and rescue .

©commander,

- This, would enable them ;to,'lf01%.'exam'pl‘e,,.gq ‘down .ttf‘),"’thé“ ‘.dél:'t:nt' o
' channel frequency here, so that they could get off ‘the main guard "

~."- channel in case there.is another operation going on elsewhere. . -

- :The Cuamrman. They could take this beeper off one of our flyers ~ -
- who was killed:and take it & hundred miles away -and turn it on, and " ",
-we'd pick it -up again? We wouldn’t know. which flyer it .came from,
Jsthatcorrect? . - o T e

"Coptain Haws Yessir.

Dl Surerps. This is f\‘\"hy:”th:erdicé,dhzinnvel.‘:ié-'gb-_.i'rri‘oi‘taht. Y"ou:‘ o A P S I AR A e
< sk the man to respond by voice, and then each individual has his .- e :But;-lagaiﬁ,‘I"'\iiduld"ét‘ress.thét'fadt', that it's very difficult to'do-any- . "

own personal authenticator which he uses, and which is known to -

-personnel-in the aireraft overhead, to. guarantee that it’s that indi-
“vidual responding and not an enemy soldier who is fluent-in English, "
forexample, - -~ T e R
+ My, HarkIN. Getting back to what Mr. Gilman was talking about, . =~ .
- ~the hard. cases, I have never been able to get clear in my mind just- -

~+ what-are the hard cases, and how many hard cases there are, and

**“whether or not yoti have. got some. kind of o ranking system. .-

. Now, I have been looking through some of the cases'you have got -
‘hel‘e“;’folf example, the Air Forcecase. - ..~ ~ - " T
-+ It seems to.me pretty conclusive evidence. Bit. then you get down. - .
to the Marine, and that becomes what I call o harder case. ~ .° . -

v . e . T o oLt " Lt . . . N 0 0 .
iy A BN “A, O . " )
B r " o
f . . . ;
.

such o5 you, Mr: Ob:

o . . T -
V ,

mo

PR R T T e dise |
..~ Then you get down. into some individuals; like from my own.dis- .
»~;--'~é,~~»t1}ivct;-*-tllglltf\,vere~.~capbure‘d~,’~.:w.rote-.~1etters»:»home,».and...t,heyfhave;,.,ltheu;___A,...__f__,,,‘,,_
Jetters, but they were not repatriated. That seemts”to me & harder e

case

" That's howI am determining the hard cases. Do you havea ranking - -
-+ gystem like that? Do you put them in different categoriest .« ..o
* " Dr. Surzwos, We have made every effort in our own mindto develop™

- g hierarchy- of cases. It is a sensitive ares, as family members wi Lo
" point out; we don’t possess all the information. The caseof the M‘a_rme ‘
 yourefer to is perhaps s more difficult case. o |

- e-is - mmittee-will-be-able-to-meet -
- with'Secretary Kissinger in the near future. I-am not pinning it down, - -
- but we will be able to-meet with him' as a full committee, - -~ .

. Mr. Orrineir, T am pleased to hear that, ~ = - ..

~ The -Cuamman, Before you-leave, et me”ask this question vé'ijy‘,‘

. stances.we really don’t know what happened. -

" cidentally, at that time, referringto M

~~But we have no hard “é'v'idénéé of ﬂmt .f_act.‘ Tlid'bnly" évicler'iée W'

. have is the fact that we went back into the aren and he was not there. - S
* - The Criamigan. Will the gentleman yield, to pin: it dotwn .;]‘u'lst'a R
- little bit more? . e e

Mr. HarkrN. Yes, siv.

"< T'he Crratrmax. Take North:Vietnam. Can't you'give'us & figure of .

'~ the hard cases of & man who was in captivity, 'tl;e.y»_.llaclj his voice on’ .-
. the radio, showed a picture of him in Life Magazine? How many of = -

-~ these, Dr. Shields, are there? - -

- “Dr. Suienps. We can. discuss with 'ydu,' if we could, in closcgl‘ session. . . .-
- :Some of the information there might be ver)}rl.sensltl\r.e;-the.methqd;m .

L ings, might be revealed. .

" So if we could, in anexecutive session, we would like to talk. about

which it 'was gathered, and some of these t.

thing more.than use that as internal information becausein some in-. -

g A man, for example, could have evaded—and we k‘nc}w infsdme' cases
-+ they did, They were in contact with-the enemy and our first feeling - .
““wis that the man ‘\\'as‘.captul"ed;"We found out Iate}' ;tllgmt the man’;:

cvaded,:

" And in evading; he ¢ould have died, in.an area in which the enemy
... would'not have known anything at.all relating to his case. o
- In other instances, we have information, as in one celebrated case .
e passed in May of 1971, in Paris, We gave a sample of 14 cases, - .~ *
I\ﬂ Gilman’s comments about .

-**Tn his case, it may. very well be that the PRG, the Vit Cong, or . °
- North. Vietnamese soldiers, know precisely. what happened to him, i
' he's dead, where he's buried, and if he didn’t die what happened to .-
. ff'.l.?uBﬂt' that informiation would.be unknown to us. So the rankings -~
. “which we have are the efforts to' determine in. which cases the other -~ .
.. side would know most about an individual; it's a-very difficult project. . ...
- - For-example; in“the-case-of :the- Army-individuelywe-feel-that the ... .
“individus] in question may have been wounded very seiously and.”. . ..
o undoubtedly was, o D e T e e
" Now, when we went back to look for him, -he was not there. In.. . -
. the -opinion-of many of those who were on the scene when he wasin-"...
~ jured and became missing, he would riot have been-able to walk-away . . .° -
. "and -évade on ‘his own power. So we would assume an enemy soldier -~ - -
" did in fact recover his remains, if he'were dead, or did capture him, . ".-
- if he were alive, - R T



.. .exposuia to retribution. Although we were concertied; we didgo public .
- with 14 cases, with the permission of the families, at that time, . = -
-~ We pagsed- a_booklet to the Vietcong aiid- North+ Vietnarmese n- -
~ Paris, that showed 14 individuals, photograplis, a short story asto .

- what happened to that individual, and why we felt that the otherside .
" knlew something about them. It showed 2. map of the area, similar to'-: - -
. the one h'ere,-anﬁ;pin'pointed't_he arenofloss. .. Lo
.- - In one of those cases, the man was in o parachute harness, hanging -
“ from o tree. We were i ‘contact with him. We tried to send & heli- -

" copter in with a para-rescue man comirig dowri on a jungle penetrator, . =

. but fire drove them off. We had to come back-a few hours later, be- - -
" cause we iere not able to follow upon a rescue attempt immediately: " -

© . So, whether that is hard or not, dependsfon\y'our;own‘inter?pet:'ation,l,f g
ist Navy-. .
list them as MIA’s. I see-a difference .~ -

N _ be hurting anyone by justlaying the information out.

- ¢ alive at "t,he'-tifme,{dnd,repo'rtin%, a very painfully: broken arm.. -
. But we don’t know. He may h |

| + Mr. Harxan. I.am! ,thinkin'% ‘in‘terms’ of category. You
Ellot“s crashed at sea—you stil

" between that.and the one yoti just outlined, and 'I*am-f;ust wondering, - -
- when we are talking about hard cases, I don’t know w R
. ‘ing about sometimes, beciuse I'don’t know how many you are talking .-

"' ghout, and I think that's what Mr. Gilman is gettingat. .. -

T can't, at least, ever seem to get.a handle on that. What are the o
- hard cases? What you just-outlined is kind of a hard case. The man- -

- talked to you onthe radio, that type of thing.. .. -

. Dr. Sueros. If you would follow this, Mi. Harkin, in g nuinber of -
" other cases, you would find out that what we thought at one time was .-~
- hard may in fact. not be hard, because of subsequent occurences. - B
- 'This is:why I say, we only have a gradation that covers all the space IR

' R SO LD L Ilmveonemo’réquest)iqn,.Ml'.'Chairm?la‘ng R I

! This person is listed as- MTA, let's say declared dead. What happens ..

‘and thespecbrum. .« 0 oo e T
For cxample, ‘the' Navy Commander Ronald W. Dodge, who. was

- _out:anything here. Wehave a photograph——

©captured in North Vietnam, is a celebrated case and I am not giving. "

PR The QI-:A{RMANL The war has been over.3 years now, We have been ' "
.. in Hanoi, T just don’t see why—what thesecrecyis. =~ ..~ .-
Hilton.” I can’t figure out how we could - -
U DY Just aying Lhe InIorma tio | ..o aceounting is still due, and even if we do know and his remains have .- -
" Dr. Swrero. Well, families have asked; specifically, that we not talk - - . not been recovered, we still feel that he’s an object of our séarch. ..
"M, Harxw., So just because the status was changed does not mean . - ..
~ -you-don’t keep an:nctive file? ... - - L
" Dr. Suieros. It makes no difference-at all. In fact, the one member-
""" of our Joint Casualty Center who. was killed was involved in n field
" gearch, looking for a man declared dead some years earlier. . =~
" Mr, Harkin, Are there, in fact, three files kept? . -
- Dr. Smirrps. There would:be the service file,
" Resolution’s file. -~ S oo

We liave seen the “Hanoi. ut how

"~ about, their own individual cases.-We have asked if we could bring " - -~

. that out, and families have said “no.” .

..+ In other cases, the information we possess would, without question, -
-+ giveawayour intelligencesources, - o o o
- The Cuammax. Wé are not asking you .t'o,do»that“,‘ just asking for” -

some hard cases and figures. - - _
* . Mr: Lroyp. Mr. Harkin, would you'yield? PN
- Mr Harxw. Yes, I willyjeld. . - .~ 7~

Mv. Luoeo, The question T have, the four cases we have, could’tws
o M Loy, lon | have,. ! ave, colldn’t we .
- ChSQLlSS those ?..Thg}'e’s no»mf_otfma,émr_;'al outlet that I have"'r'ezid in he:: L

- lem‘s-—'absolutelz

* vidual who was-o nd and’who said, “I am surrow o
L e vere 1 to follow | empt; 1mme . enemy soldiers, and T am going to destroy my radio and I'll see you .- - - -
RO %he, l}llarneiss-was empty. The man was not there. The harness was “* . later.” Now; that may be hard to you, but in ‘cases that we have seen =~
7T Now, we might surimise that the énemy in-fact-approached-the man;-—--—--

" unbuckled him. from the harness, and captured him, because he was . .

- tyol-later-on;and we-felt at -t
© . "So, what we Woﬂd.haﬁ%éaid at Ohé‘tiﬁ_iéjw‘dsva haxd case and without =

avg_unbuqkled;the harness a;nd‘.eydd(}d‘_", " any question the
. 'We have only circumstantial evidence. That’s the problem. What.." = = .~

at we are talk- -

. Dy: Sumzrps. That file is maintained at the Joint Casualty R
" .. tion Center, without regard to.status change at all. As far-as we are - o
" conicerned, he is » man to"be accounted for: Unless we know whathap-- . - .
. pened to that individual and we. are satisfied that we do; we feelan .- -

M, Hana.

L w0

o 1,"9',‘;". "

S ihich Would i‘ndic‘a‘tewdﬁy .~gifea.,t" ‘c,l‘sisé,iﬁé‘at‘igin; ‘}I.’fn niot trying to ‘_f(:,‘me SR
. which would indieaterany groat SRR L IR T L

‘7“‘1""‘"‘Dl’-;"'SHIELDs;’;'I‘here*ldrleai{iillimbér:;of{CaSeS;iﬁ'-$V1li¢h}thQI’G'.ﬂ.re_nO‘ prob- - '

.. But again—t, 0 ,quéstidr{ of hardness and jdég'r“e‘e-:of' hardness—we - -
Jiave the case of Commander Dodge, whose photograph was printed in |

* ' Paris Match Magazine, He was identified. He was there and captured, - = -
" “butnot on the list of men repatriated, He was not listed aghaving died ~~
“in captivity. The North Vietnamese have given us no information. "~~~
" 'We would say that is-a hard c‘aSe.fWealso.haye.thegcase,oi' the md‘l-.‘ e
n the ground and’ who said, “L am surrounded by . - -

~ Tike that, the individual did evade, and did in fact return to-our con-

.his capture. - - '
y would have known about, turned out in fact.mot to -

" about an airplane that dives into the ground and is demolished } Enemy
*¢oldiers all over the ares. Now, whether: that’s hard or not would de- e

|

~ pend on how much of that aircraft was recoverable or how ma_ny‘:otl}er S
" aireraft impacted -in"that-area and whether there were any remams . . .
‘that could beidentified. o T o S e
" “'We have instances in which wehave recovered i’dentlﬁcq,tlon-c:lrds{ B
Cor we have seen 'that:th’e;No'rth'Vi'etna;me}sefrecove‘r‘e,d identlﬁecl' cords. . - -
-~ We would say that they know something definitely and specifically =
... about that i"nd}; LT
"~ “The Cirarrman. Maybe, Mr. Harkin, the staff can work up-and we. .~
" . can develop some type of classification system and. approve 1t by the .
" " committes, and then go-back and ask Dr. Shields to comment on i, .
© . Mr. Harkn. Yes, we seem to begoing around.. . SREERRNIIETI

vidual. But in other cases— . -

Ao the file on that person?. -

1l

" Those are the same? - .

o-time that there was no. question about " - 2

ty Resolu-

he J oint Cosualty o



"D, Shields; that you

A L

e Dy, SuisLos. Tssenitially, with the diﬁfflerehc.é"béihg' the ihfbr;ﬁzttibh L
| status, financial accounts, eligibility for promotion, -

. tegarding pay

) .".' I

~ o hish the Joint Casualty Resolution Ceinter is not interested: in- -+ =~

" The Cramyan. Mr. Harkin, why-don’t lZ(’)u preside, and, I will go' o

| " “and vote, and then I'will come back and ta
. others can go vote. I thinlc it would be easier. . S
" My, Harsin. All right. Is there a DIA file?.. ..~

" bean intélligence file. It would not.be. exhaustive, That information s
" would be.passed on and would be put in the two primary files. .~ .

.- My, Hargin, Mr, Lloyd?. .-

. M#. Luoyp. Mr: Cllaii'mall,"'I,thahlé You. [f’lk‘hé.bn]\y' Qiléétioﬁ flia’i{e" L
‘ clarify; and T gather from you, - -
ad agreed ‘ith the chairman that we will be. .. . =

- is—and I think ,‘perha;;]s ‘we.ought to'c

e back over, and then the .

%" Dr. Smerps. A DIA file would simply contain intelligence. It would

T inore definitive i whiat we canl and canmot diseuss o this:

'I : E . NOW, if 'pve need a ClOSBd 36851011'-
©woought togo. . ... |

‘these people; we really -do want to-go: forward. ‘As ‘the chairman

. said--and I stand four squsre with him.on this, and I'm sure that ~ -
this cain adequately’ be explained—but :at . the present moment my
“renction is one'of, why can’t we really get into it? What we are doing .

- at the present moment is really after the fact.

"1 recognize from all that }ve-lmv_e'.becn-,able‘to'idi'seq{;‘ér‘by the visit
~of the 'four' Meinbers m the immediate Hanoi .iu'e&; ﬁnd what I\ve.'ha"Vé L - L ; h:
' «families. o

for that;, perhaps that is ‘where

- been briefed by: staff and by yourself, that I don’t really see that we - -

- are dealing in'an ares that any longer, as o result of the termination - " .

" of the war status, as a result of the repatriation of those who were

the remains or making discussions or giving—not making, but giving.

o "h“ltf-l’ei'géiYedhfl:}aésg-intérest,?'atthat-time; S IR pgal A
. Nevertheless, I think we - I TR, G T e S A A
. Never , I think we could probably-find an area of more open- " - L Dr, Swmwps: I don’t see any reason wh _that.couldn’tibe done. ]1@1 -
" fail 4o see where one family would feel, for exumple the files you have -
" here, why an entirely unrelated case would be important tothem. - -

- ‘ness’wherein our-investigation we.will-be more able to create——. . ..

" “Dr., Smierps, Let me clarify myself, Mr, Lloyd. I‘thirtk"that'-l'h'zivé“** o

“of our individual files, acquainting yourself thoroughly with all the |

| ‘vacy Act.-

", - information about all of these 1he11,_'Yot1=are:exeinpted from the Pri-

.. information regarding. prisoners, whatever might have been in their ™ .
. hand, nevertheless, I don't see the overriding, compelling necessity-of .
... _great secrecy, even though I could perceive where this could be deva- -
. stating to individuals who had acted contrary to what Hanoi might - .~

-+ been misunderstood. I perceive that there has been d'misunderstanding. .
“ .+ 'We.have no problem with you coming in and looking at every one’

. With regard to handing: t]mt .info'rlﬁati'(‘)h to. thie .Nd.rtli Viebﬁ]hlneSé. S
1. orthe PRGp;‘_lto‘_.t‘he Pathet Lao'or the Cambodisns, we have no prob- "

E “tion from those .,\'vlio.really‘qught to -kn_wy,-lt 1i-j1_

. lemw1th .. th’a.t“' \\i}idtsdévéi‘.' We *a‘g‘g‘,ﬁ;ppgred to do --thb,t“ in’ qrvi_invstgxllt.“-}: |

RR 'So'\'vélthenopi'loblemivit_llthat.- R o
A e problem that We have—— .l g
o 'Drlh 10vp. Who isthe enemy ¢ Who are those bad guys.thqt‘we want
©upokeep the information fromt L oL a0 o
. -‘7"4t91{)'1"‘.PSH'1EILDs. That’s what I am saying. We have no problem with -
" that at all: We:have donel*t_l_m‘t'.nWeare_nqt; anxious @o‘:ke‘epv;t.hg. in-
o oseation from these-peopleatall i T e T
L -fqu-Ir]x}'ffact', if you \Vil}) look ‘at the record; you will s_ee;tl‘witj:,.wel.‘}.lgl,yg o

" iven substantial amounts of information about—- - ~

'

o " Mr. Lnoyp. What I-am getting: at, then, finally, the only thing I

R can extrapolate from this is you really are b inﬁ.tot}l::ﬁ ;ﬁflégfgvﬁ?é St

et cetéra, of the people,

o Dr,-SrxeLbs.-What weare trying fo keep from some family mem-
o beg ate specific-information regarding another man, We ‘ha_txlr_e o '1?1%]-’? S
‘ SO TN TR ST o/ Privacy Act, which precludes us from giving that information pub-
'+ It's my:coinsidered opinion that the experience at the present mo: .. i oy e B
- ment *is-e:tt'rémely'f_fi‘ustsal;in'g‘,: ot T oo mot gotting & handle.on- - We have been.told we may be in violation of the Privacy Act by -
- .what you are doing, not in any way:that I have a good deal to learn: - -
- about it, and certainly I'm: just starting to read your files and be the
. recipient, of the information which you are willing-to share with us, - -~ - .
© . The key factor, of course, is that: we really do -want to identify - .~

‘licly. Let me gwe,_z_ufl-il'lustration. L

o oA S crrneamms IIE R howasmiSSlng,
. 'showing. the files to the:parents. of an:_,lpgilvlldua_l. Who Was-IISSING, - - -
. ‘écauséghé ‘did not sign o waiver authorizing them to look ab it . .

" One, ve o law T n faiilies say some of the thingsan .
" One, we have & law, Two; mony familiés say some oL the UUNES. " - - =
. the files are private, we do;;’b want them iscussed pubhcly, but we - -

- " don’t mind you giving the.informatipyn,to'the':_Nor.th V;.et_nam@g, nobat ;_
B *a‘z’&nr% we are prepared to do thaty repared‘;t,o__,let.,;you look at thait1 T
" “What we will not do is publish it in the newspapers, because we would -

7 bein violationof thelaw. T e e e
i ‘P‘e]lzwfe?me Privacy Act, we wou dn’t have been in violation of the

law. .

lnw, but we still. maintained that confidential ”rglp,‘tilon:ship.:\'vit}} ‘the

. That's all I’msaymg Thatfs.tlle crﬁ}:c“o‘f eve#y,thing thimt Thave -lzt:éen cal

trying tosay.

" prisones already, and as o result of a change in the attitudes of those . * - Mr. Luow. In the fingl analysi, pethaps part of the solution—tin
- n Southeast Asia, particularly as to their desires for a more normal
., interface relationship with. the United States, et cetera, that while

- they are not.wildly excited about going out ‘and looking for either

" assuming some ability of compromise-on the part ‘(_)'f't‘hes$0 'fsi{mflilei‘-:{: -
. yecognizing the frustrations of others who are b@}ng ‘hleld, ack IIOML
" . information as a result of their reluctance to malke revelations. SRR
o S ‘ ed to do, then, i§ to provide, in your overn- - ..

" Perhaps what we ne

1

- rerhaps WAty ) o thia 00~ tween families
* mental entity, or perhaps to this staff, thie o between betwe iy
e e B has information that they want which A alrondy

' possesses; and to say to A, *B wants the information; we are preparet. -

. . TR _ . L Aa el AV rom
~to .give it to them; however,. your Als reluct,anpe plgvgnts us f,,Q S

. doing so. Would you give permission?™ . -

.~ Tg that an unreasonable statement? .

| .. Mr. Lroyn; OXK. But maybe we need toi go 'b;wk. an,d.'conftac,.t.them,
. only-from this committee’s point of view, Imustgo. . . ..
L "'9 ’thefCHAinmN.ﬂAre'w‘e talking. about one or two families? 5
- Dr. Smrros, T'm not sure. what we are talling about at this point. b
- think the Congressman said, now the :wan;lsjover,jwhy do we protec T
o ."thi's‘-.informsition,_‘-‘ R R RPN K I S



. . . .- 4
. | . :
B . N

e

o I éﬂid', k,\'\"é‘ h.'ad:i:i(i)“brdbllé.ih'wiﬁh

I think.. . .

. release it in the United States, I'am a reeing with you, ..~ -

* Dr. Strecos. As you said, we'may be.in violation now, because we "

- have been told that, in the cases of the men who are missing and didn't

. that file.. We are still letting them see it.

- North Vietnameso or the PRG. AlL of ¢

. -ing the others were in

" ‘Americans who- died’ in captivity,

. hamese started to violate this agreement

. 1978, Secretary Kissinger has maintained that the. N orth Vietnamese =

AR ‘yes, we can do this,” or “rio we-cannot.”, .

o TAsT listen to your testimony, there are really ‘oﬁl‘y t'\_‘\"bfl_"'ea"s'éﬁ's'fto o L ""
- .. withhold. any facts. One is if Ai_tf.:.‘f}ioul.d...disclose,_,‘a‘,;sec'ret.,"int.elligence R
- source—and I assume you can flag every file quite easily that might-. . -

~ . show such a source; is that.correct? .. .. -
L 'Dr;‘SI-II_ELps.-‘Yes; without any question. =

. the withholding of substance, only the source. - - ¢ o
«.Mr. MoCroskry. But can you flag the few that meet that criteria?

" Then of course you have a e
- don’t want the facts disclosed:
Dr. Suierp, We have many., . .

R NIQCLOsi(Er,-M&nj??-' R .
.- Dr.Sumwos, Many, © .-
S M ‘MOCLOSI{,EY;.Of.th,Ql

a ballpark estimate. S R
- Dr. Suieros, T would say in.the vast majori

-+ 'been asked that we not discuss these publicily, "

‘ ﬁoﬁr'éammittee”iﬂ looking at all this * -
. information, with passing on. to-thi 61810 _ | .
. our Possession. ‘The only-think we don’t want to do is open up-every

e-other-side a1l the-information-in—

o man’s file for'public perusal in the United States. It's agninst the law,
- for one:thing, and really serves no useful purpose, So I'am at a logs, ' -

LA e M McCppgii;lajg.__IZdr,;lilt,a__.tQ_.gQ_.vb}xck;ahd:fqﬁtline{d‘{fﬁture!é‘o"ursq--6f-i-‘.-'--'i;‘f--l-f-:‘--" ‘
R Erpc,edu'm; Mr. Secretary, and as I outline At, maybe get you tosay . .

w where the family has told you they -

,300, how many “ould you estlmate, say B g '
y. ij'the: cas.es;‘ ‘W‘eﬂ,ha‘vé ' S

. been active; but we should know;yes... = .o o UL S
. ‘b“?%}‘l;?‘cﬁ‘;%rggxinv. That's my J;ﬂ,‘lestlon- When we 20 to the North .-

. - Mr. McCroskey. So we might assurh‘elthen,"_tds‘tart With,‘t}i'dt' onall

. of the files we should consider them not

~ Dr.Smmips Yes. . .
- Mr. McCrosxEy. You, on & number ‘
¢ fet: f hose turnovers, until this com-

- mittee made contact with: the Vietnamese, we ‘were either.at war or-

_'We were conducting Negotiations:in which both parties were contend- . *

. Dr. Suierps, At the very beg'inning of th
- Signing of the cease fire agreements, We' did see the

. Mr. MoCrosicay. T want-to ask you o

cause. Defense has stated, and' State has stated, that the North Viet. .

;-1 think, in the summer of - 'v

ks violated the agreement. at some stage after January 97, |

violation of the.agreement;, Isn’t that correct? - -
S Dr. Su At ¢t X le negotiations, we had o = -
- very amiable relationship und we did go to Hanoi right after the .~ =
j graves of some *. .
but . after that, you are correct, .
specific-question on that, be- - .

Lo - W 1t to be made public. without the .
- -consent of the family ¥ Is that fair? S e

of Q‘cchs'vioi_ls‘," gavéf‘ﬁ‘l'e‘s‘: to the - -

i :;llfgg; tﬁg a?érenémntﬁzvvdsﬁigned; I think they had control of something -
B - - sign'a waiver, families may not have g, legal right under the law to gee : ke 76

1 8.C8- AL b5-88- | o e
- Peﬁq’:tqg&e;?&n%ﬂl ‘review. the record a,nd‘lsupply‘somq answer for .

e ]
" .T want to ask you this s eclﬁc-queStIOI}-.Wl._th,_lf,e‘f‘?rep‘ce'. ORI
Mg&}‘gg;:gs'%isrlr{ib);]y»:-bef(irgthe—A.Housei«S'ubcommlttee,,on.;.Apploprla_,_“.__R.__.,A.,A.

‘ e 1 T ek toct]  that the South Viet-. -
" tions. February 26, 1974, did he not testify to us that o under
f:gslséégﬁ?;gagzpaﬁded;t’he. ares and the.population that was under

 heir control at the time of the cease-fire, January 27, 19781 *

‘ o | e . "'Dr, Sweos. I would have to go back and answer that for the.
. The Cramyaw. It is very evident that we have-contradictory and " yec
- illegal laws when we.can give information to former ehem"les-,'but, can’t. - -

" record, because I am not. familier with his testimony.

Vietnam-—South, Vietnam—fiom .January 27,

| £.the countryside of Vietnam; they expanded their . .
" fike 6 . of the countryside of Vietnam; they expanded their i
¥ &knetg(ﬁ fﬁ?ﬁ-’;ﬁ&feﬁgﬁhich 'vg’ould have been & violation.of the Paris. -

—understood-it.- :

>CAUSE . 11 T woine to ask vou to review Adinirdlﬁ' .
.Mgggér%ctg:t??nbny,‘becm’ise I have read that testimony and it indl- .

the record.*” -
from- January-1973. until-Saigon fell.in Apr th i
fggl’s'rcl)nqtac")nécjntyend the other was violating the agreement, < - .

" the: agreement between January 27, 1978, and:the precise date is -

- hroke down.,

*"“In these four files that you have given us today, there 1s no-enemy - --
~0r£2rt(},lf ieaft(iglinfofmaum{ there is n.othllngé)% Ivlvillllzhd 2@2 :r::rgiex:é%gt L
e any idea, as to what units were involved on the dates in.question..* -

'hgf‘)eaa;zﬁ d}?:v?that information for each of these files? Take the

B ‘marine file, for example. When this young man was on a patrol and

* " was left behind: Do you have intellllig'ence' inflol:‘intﬂ.‘z%ndzoﬁ?:f tﬁ?n:g -
- hig file that would indicate what the enemy unit was ab that time? - .
| fhl%{.il.esﬁlg&;;?lildhli'lc in’some cases we kniow which major enemy. .

| _units were operating in a given ares,. but:oftentimes we. found :that

Vietnamese niow and ask for information on this individual that was

e i pent i resord.
“ “As.far a= T can reenll evearv one of our infantry units kept

" of whab-units ‘they. thought they were up ‘against on a given day..

. Dr. Smros. We have already discussed this, and have-initiated:

' ' search, In"my pre ith some of our . o .
- jiist-that kind of search. In my: preliminary .talks with s F our .
L .‘]rg?fitfl}:;?ﬁe?pleon that, they indicated, the lpfprmat;pn would b‘e‘ very o

o imepsos

. 'What' I am saying is that, durnflélt}llzlf;;‘l’“g%bo th_,ﬁ».idﬂ?.s\f.h?‘.d,\,i_,z

e IS sl v In your answek, 18
. This is the point that T want you to speak to In your answer, 8§ - .. .
L DS "ka')’Ev']llii:ﬂllzrt}(;;got,;"td;'yo‘ur, knowledge, the South’ Vietnamese violated - -
i MoGroskey. And out of 1,300 such files, how many would you .
- estimate would come within that criteria%- : - . - oo .. 0

ST Taly 98,1978, which the Vietnamese told us in Hanol -t,hgt't,h(?‘ -tglk.sx.l e
", Dr. Suierps. They would be very few, and ‘1'eally"\‘v61ild:,:1;ot involye - - ' 3 | |

e units that may not have =
our forces were encountering local guerrilla units that may not have -

. ‘ , t o be able-to tell them that it's our ,unders'tandi‘ng‘ R
B e
g ol et ot om0 0B
S ]]\)/fl;‘sl\ff?*?‘?):mrv | ‘Isltl‘is'iift..;fai,‘l‘,“", Si.mple, thing for DOD to .'ﬁ?back R
"+ and take the battalion records of the day and look &t;t’.h?u"-jvlnt? igence

© o fgurest T o T



" tentious, because of
~..naissance.patrols.. ...l Ll b S
Let’s-grant. it would-be tenuous, but T don’t want.

i Mr.-McCroskey. -Let . me.

‘Mr. McCrosiEey..

‘bechﬁée't‘of': thé,, vs',:n'rmll unlb—for "efm-mjpl.e, | 1§ng1ifdﬁgé 'rééc'm;-"' -

~:to go to the North Vietnamese and say, “Tell ine who this was,” unless .

© T went to

~wé are.lo

S as‘t'?gwlhathappene%tohim; R TR O
" 'We have a second set of situations, the infantry contacts where-we -~ . WERRIZA © 55, 1iered, 16 W D tha
.. ought to.be able 'tozrese'm.'ch“zt_hdvﬁnd%dut who the tactical units-were . - letter quy,neve_r.dell_;vgled,‘ }t was taken off the
-+ 'that might be able to:pivens some information, - . o

o 1 went Vietnam, and every 'tir'rie""Iwask_ed-Wﬁoﬂ‘had‘ been dbér'atith'g:”f, :
.+ inthataren a year before, they didn’t know. ... -~ - |
. Dr. SmiErps. I am'sure that there would b

o re looking at that, and we will certainly make availible the in-, -
.- formation that we turnup. ST SIS SRR T

, gaps in the Técord, but

“.7"Mr. MoCLOSKEY.

to them first every file.in North Vietnam where we had pinpointed the - 3

.17 eoordinates of 4 crash site; And we ought to be able to get to them, - -
_ . written in Vietnamese, the coordinates, name of the man, description, -
. relative information pertaining:to where he was shot down and when, -
.- and-ask them if they can go to

: : i . . . .
G . F— \
K .

- determine what our com
] ’?ﬁleré‘ the family disagrees,
Meard, so that in'the conteste

congre

-+ T can give them some ided of who I thought.was in that ares. I don’t SR
- think'any of our military people could go back to Danang and tell'. -
AR ,’dme;whof was operating on hill 55 southwest of Danang on any given' .

: teorrect? oo
L 'ISA%:LSI'-II.ELDS.v_ThiLt’S correct. - -

" Mt. MoCrosiny. What we have
- change, he has not turned up alive,

. go:to.the_procedure, We_are in apogition "~
.+ "now, I think, to turn over files to the North Vietnamese in some order, - :

" and I think it would be appropriate, for example, if we turned over " -+ Dr. SHIELDS..
- tunlly every case

:"'Ti?i}%%llsé'r*{ﬁtli‘th‘e‘NorbHVietnar‘nese., i

. “courier.

.- Can we' put these 1,300 files in that kind of order 5o that We’”'cs'm," . Thes

tender them as a committee to the Vietnamese in that kind of category? - -

~ these cases. -

i Mr., MéCroskry. You can’ give us the hundreds of files' where we.
- 'have coordinates in populated areas; the 50 files where you have people . .
"~ you only know, within 20 miles where they might have gone down? |
S Plt' ]SI»‘IIELDS.RWG _certainly. have-the hard date where we.are ab- - .
o solutelv co

' -lmoWn 10’cabi(‘)n.,There.’s gradationsbehveen. L

" torium on chariges of status, how many of these remaining 80-odd cases. ..

- were vou prepured to recommend that, there be o change of status to -
o killedinactiont oo e T T

. Dr. Smieris, We had never operated on that basis: We never got to. . - 'mn.in's'.‘we.‘flﬁlog "ll:{lve,
- than 20, probably less 1 ,in 3
: "Captivitir-_,psts‘distlyn uished: from & man
" on the_ground, an
. -don’t know. -

" probably.would go on a chronological basis, . -

~"Mr. MoCroswy. Just looking at these

- individualis dead on'the factsthat wenowhave. - -

Now, is there some way:that 'y()ufc_'an,divide.the_‘cldses'_:_aé; you ‘hﬁvé - B,

 shown me, it, ing af these forr cases thof you have, -
" shown me, it, seeins to me that-a reasonable person-looking at these -
“four, in at least three of them would reach the presumption that the .- . -

wineed they know, and the nebulous. where we have s last- -

.. the “point where ‘we had initiated a" general review of cases. We . .-

- given us four here, presumably at random—into.those cases.where the .

- person i§ presumptively dead, and our:committes can examine those = S

Dr. Surzvos, Without any question, the.committee can eategorize

' plive—in Laos, . s of 8.1 0 W
‘These are three of four cases we are talklllg,abqttp. S

. cnses—

R D N ard 1 ] tion.
- s i which we talked about hard information.
- “Tirst of all, hard informstion that a man was
that town and give us the town records .- - case ,erf'CQm‘“‘F‘-.‘dev ptivity. .

aatadieiaeiel St SUTTERTE U pig photograph in caphivity. -

T M. MGCLOSKEY.I'?,Ypreciate that. .
" The Cramman. Will the gentleman yielci

" Thisis ezactly the point T was attempting to
| . e Pmbably A 11 tured.on
' “Thiese files T nientioned having alrendy been passed on were passed -~~~ servicemen were actually captured

" oxactly on that basis. The casiest kinds of cases we felt, we could give .
- the.North Vietnamese. - - LT R T oo MO e

Do R , . Dr. Sueros: Well, when you are
Mz, McCrosxry. Until the committee exacted 6f Defense this mori-

o D SI-_HELﬁS; Aside from.men having died in ‘cag

Ui

inittee thinks about it; and in'the cases
?‘ve the family-the opportunity to be .
C

cnges wé can give o-fair hearing, a8 3 -

4

LR A A i subject! I8 that.possiblet. ... . °
ssions c%;négt:eéxﬁ; gilv‘e ydul‘ the cases in which we think the .

SHIELDS. 3 Y0 nich, we think 606
Su the passage of time ml;_hong ?"Y.-W9F°-¥n

" Dr. o ¥ .
in-'formatim}",coupled-pﬂtlgle ‘prasage of time WIIOTREW. I
formation, IS Very DGIE RS . o of the marine; from this flle

There's: been ‘1‘1‘.(‘) Iiattempt';t‘q ‘?e"‘c"llgslsijfy‘ s?qce 19 0

ou have shown me.

is, now thab there has been an ex-
it would seem to nl)g'tl]\oa:t .1:‘?0%59,

? ok at these facts and if his family would © ject to.the
fm'; ’.f‘)of'le‘;%g;lt{ug‘,';Wé could give the family. & hearig ‘anczlll.-e\ﬂr_.en go

have

Mo MecCloskey, I think 'gpu’a;bs. talking about vir:
that we nowhave outi%; Ca?% 2505, We have v‘er_yﬂ',few: g
‘alive, We have the
r:Dodge; ‘whom Wwe know ‘was 'chptu‘red.-l We .‘:hq.vg;

. Dr. SHIELDS. :

- "This case js—all of these cages:are

| caphvity. - - L Tatter home and the
¥e have & case ol an ariy sergeant who \vrot%gc{g _-;fr@ dead enemy -

v the b cases in which we know a man Pos*fgvely?-?’;ts“;;‘_-'
 captivity. Tn the other cases, WE,: th,nék1 ﬁhaﬁ 'ﬂ;e{;?g};asgew gre Wo

A aing. i we. talk abou  cases where wo
formation- about remains, but 1 we iauc AOD tions about him being
o e man was captured and we still have questions BT P
know 8 Maf forgxample; o cage of & man Who:was plllotoggap ed.

the gentleman yield? o

make 'eaglciler.; T%léai‘z'
€ i which there was strong evidence that
O e umed the basis of pictures or a re-

orded message. Is thi ‘statement ? R
corded message. Ig this a true sta H ing:about o voice you 810
entering . into _another different category. “We -I'hqd.x B ‘,n_umlﬂ).qr. of

Tho s, Tako Novth Victuam, Gion. essthen 20 e 2
coptivity? e ’

tivity, whose re-
g very:small number, certainly less
W mow & man entere

we know of
iss than five;

‘it which we kno right.
"man who said, “'m all,m%[l'ti Tn
en you

]
'T'm going to try and .eyad'ez” bégipuse ¢
ST e L ob o Hanol,
e CrratRaiAN. This helps the commitee. When we got to Hian i,
| wg \}élv%\l('l}(lll' ::irllllég-abOtlt it, bub‘Pwe didn’t haye a.figure. We didn’t know
e har it wras 25 ot 50 or 500 But you thinle it was actually? in cap-




" that. But I would say, off the top of my hea
" “ably about two or three, ' o
The Cuamman, OK. Can I go ahead Mr. McCloskeyl I’m on tarvetl»‘ i

“Dr. Sumeos, Ti-North Vletnam We cai glve you speclﬁc ﬁgures on

,..";.zﬂhere right now.

~ . given us today,

‘McCroskgry. Yes, sir, .
The Cuaairman. In Laos?

'Dr: Sueros, In Laos, T think W 1 are talkmg about one man that we'; :

that we are tallnng p1 ob~ '

o t1v1ty, less than ﬁve that d1cl not come out m 1973 When the other ':'
. -prisoners were relesised? -

know for sure. Another man where the evidence was—two men; one

. One man, an Air Force officer, who was captured.
- The CHAIRMAN, Liess than five in Liaos, too?
+-D¥; Sripns: Yes: :

" The CmmiuAN Cambod1a?

-\ . Dr, Smrros, Probably some: c1v111ans, ]ournahsts in: Cambodm, and.
RN agaln a handful at most, in. Whlcll we have not had subsequent mfor =
* . mation that they-died, - : FENEH

_The Caamman; Mr. McCloskey?

* Mr. McCrosxey, Mr, Chairman,- thls is reall uestlon a8 to

: cedure If T have the testimony correct, from the ﬁ es that have b een ‘
= serhaps 800. were recommended chiange -of status to. |
. presut g)tlve ﬁndmg of death on the facts that are before you. Am I
. couect o
- Dr. SusLos. That Would depend on the results of the review. We o
gave always said that each man’s case is rev1ewed on an 1nd1v1dual.
Cobasis, :
o M, McCLosnmr But do you L any probleml I'm ]ust talkmg L
o }about this committee as a court of last resort to guarantee equity in.
. these final decisions. Do you. seé any. problem in ' making that review - -
ek the present time, to be prepared with your recommendations, and
©. 7 in those cases where individual families contest the validity of this
- decision, that +the matter be referred 1o thls commlttee for ﬁnal”.‘ '

. decision?-

' Dr. 'Su1eLps, ':Mr Chalrman, by law, it can only be referred to the T
. Serv1ce Secretary ‘The committee would only be able to recommend

© .. ‘was a civilian, but we heard some negative 1nformat1on on h1m later o

| o T ~~Dr;Semmps: We-make- notrce of-thiat..-
N f ~ The. CHAIRMAN South Vletnam, ]ust ahandful agam. J ust ) hand S
- fu'again, ‘ , D iy RN
I Ll ﬁle(lolonel GnA'mH We annotate our case ﬁles when they- have been IR
~*turned over, makea notatlon on the case ﬁle that th1s 1nformatlon has RN
_been turned over. - T
| beeMnr. uGIDMAN. Wil you supply us W1th " hstmg ot the cases? Can o
< you mdlcate to us whether ;that file has been turned over and on what e
it was turned over . BRI
ougpsiog Yes; and L would stress agam, you have been glven S
' basic data;: which Mr. MacDonald has: already, w1th regard to every PR
: 1nd1v1dua1 in ‘whom wé are intarested.” d S
Mr, Giumaw, Does. that basrc data 1nd1cate when the case was turne DR

- over tothe Vietnamese? -

| - -and give its views. By law; by statute, the ervice Secretary is the,- -
* ong 1nd1v1dual who has the suthiority to make that change. :

Mr. McCrosxey, We have.asked yout to defer any such changes. unt1l o

- after we make our report, That is the:status of it at the present. time? "
oo 2Dy Snmws That’s correct, Except when famlly members writeand” .
*']request a Teyiew, or when We receive new information that. mdlcates
- that a'man is'dead—recovery of the remains, for example S
- Mr, McCrosxey, Could I go out of order, Mr., Chairman, and ask a,

o 'questlon of the director of the League of Famllles, ab thls pomt?

- The Caimman. Is. there any ob]ectlon?
“Mr. Giman, No.-

v M MoGuosmn. Colonel Hopper, do you: have any 1dea of: how .
- many families or. relatives mlght contest ) presumptwe ﬁndmg of R

Bt death at the present tlme?

cclonel Hobems: I that
1 Horrnn No I can’t glve ou a deﬁmtwe answer on
n%z-loll/lb()msnm There are more tllan 30 or-socases?

Oolonel

f 9, majorityy yes

Mr] MOCLOSKEY. A ma]onty ot‘ the 832 would contest the presump- -

tlve ﬁnd

%ﬂ"gﬁleltgfn&me, I mxght add would contest 1t retroactwely, 1f R

“ }.glﬁr; alllf.[g roskay. That goes back to the 1,400, rather than the 832 R

ortumty, where change has already been'made. . .

Dr. SHmLDs That’s correct.

g 1MAN. Where in the file; do you md1cate that eﬁorts have been C
= mslﬁg g turning the. mformatlon over. to the Vletnamese? Do you 1nd1-

e cite that in these files?

HorPER: That would contest 1tH~would say there would be o

Do we-have that in. the Servme ﬁles, or. is that Jn the ]omt casualty "

Dr, SHIELDS.

Dr. Sureros, Well, only on e occasion would they all have been ',
passed over; that would have been June 13, 1974 o

" Mr. GILMAN You said earlier that-—— el T
" Dr. Semros. There were some earlier than that B
Mr. Giuasan: And then an elaborat1on? e
' Dr. Sueros. That's correct.:

- Mr. Grasax. Could we haye that detall?
. Dr.Sureuos, We can provtde ity f01 you

e aw. Fine, .~ ¢ - i o
%: ghlrbtnns We have not done so yet, but we certamly have that Rt

. stion. which we can provide without any trouble. R
' mi(/:[;m(}mmln In the past, when we turned over ﬁles, was the mforma- R

. ) tlon in the Vietnamese language?

Dr. Spieros. Yes. .. -

ol tel-f." e
Guaan. Now, you say you have ascertamed from the in PR
llglhﬁfce aIgenc1es, or made requests of them, of. all mformatlon that. Fe

.- they have available?" -

Dr, Surrros. Many, ‘many times, We have revrewed each 1nd1v1dual

- times to make sure that we do have all the information.  © L
- casver ?:g%eumes—and this has caused us a problem-—sometimes we
- have" pub in & file 2. nebulous report .of unconfirmed authenticity or

validity, Whlch may, Or- may not, apply to that case, mmply n the‘ :

1 Retalned in commlttee mes -~



g " the PRG with information, simply saying, “Here, takeit.” *. -

" opes that wo will ecoiv something subssqGetly which wil vaidate 1 mproved eezch and resovey, tht i s only 43 poreent i
. _that intelligence report, Aty v, t}:ﬁ%&f&‘;ﬁdwﬁmcha skl SR O

"' Family members, in looking through their records, will see that,” . t ,])r;’-SHn':LD,B.,MI'..Ch&il"mfl‘il,‘‘i,t‘W.ﬁé not 67113"becau’saaf"ﬂi‘é"iﬁiﬁi&iﬁé&f'f""""f*""""'

. and will receive the crroneous impression that it pertains to thet men, yery ‘wascertoinly i
. ond will receive the erroncous impression { ertains to that man, - very efforts. It was certainly in
}\irhen]‘n_,factltmaynot. S ’ ',’;‘;‘;uge’;fthenatureofth'e:co Gt 5
M. Gruarax, How recently have you made a request for'a round-up ** ~ e did ‘not have large scale infantry dctions in which divisions .. -

. from the intelligence agencies?.' "~ . " qpposed divisions and in'which case lar
m the intellige enciest T oo T T osed divistons and in-which case larg
o D :Smnm_)s.% have a personal briefing in my office viitually every =~ %Sgﬁd War IT; became missing. -~ . v oL
- week, in which we go over all current intelligence information and -~ " We had small unit actions, as in'thé cases you have before you. . -
. e\ren-_rehqsh;ng‘of.;ola\.cases in which a case will be reavaluated.- " pgpin, these cases are typicel in every way, in which a-long rangere-- -
. And that is done virtually,as Isay,everyweek. . -~ .~ ymnaissance patrol of 4-or b men—not more than:10—would be en-
- Mr. Garax, Prior to;‘,YOur‘.s‘ubm}tjting to us this full list, could you - - gyged by the enemy. One man would become-missin%-'-, i e
-+ make a final request of these intelligence agencies to see that we have g..So it was becsuse of the helicopters, for example, which were uble.

part because of that, but it wasalso " - -

o numbers of men, as in .

L . All of their current informationd . - - , L gocover.long distances quickly and give us the mobility to bring out ~

© DroSmmws, Yes,wewill, o L g remains and pub in people uicldy to search for the missing; that we™ "
oo M Griean, Thank you, - v vl T '~§3,‘§r§,;b1'e‘tmm§u ".wﬁh'af-)vegysmﬁl.numberoffcases.- MR
o TheCuamaran, Mr, Guyerd - ot " And it is p'récise}l)' 8, agal
.+ MY, Goyen. This will probably be repetitive, because I missed mest - - -with the most difficu
. .of Mr, Gilman’s comments, but I.was wondering; too, whether we =~ 'Jarpe part. . -
" - might haye in our possession as a committee s compendium or capsule - - Kn ‘that , x. ,
- of all information on those unaccounted for, with-any statistics you - - jndividual c',ases;-I'think-Will'bGﬂr-mé out, that it is very dmicu]btosay Al

because of this, again, that we are dealing now I "
It cases of all. The easy cases have been resolved, in - -

that is Why,; whérfif‘ ivén.'t‘a;lk" a‘boii't", : Cdtégbriz'dtion' 3 Teview of s

liave—we. don’t care about all the letters back and forth, but the '~ yes, this is hard, they knowor, nOf;-théY-‘.dQ,l?’t'ikndwf Each case ]Sﬂn RN

. statistics as-to day, time, and place of personnel last seen, and hope- " - ipdividualease. . . .o
* . Tully that we have agcess then to.that country, that we can go in-there .~ . That sounds trite; I know, but-as you go through these-cases, you .. -~
« - and view theirrecords, : . oo o e T e find out that is inl fact. exactly right. No two cases virtually are - -
~~.+ I think their records are as important to us ag the crew crash sites. . Tide‘nti‘ca,l..f | R R T A

I we can establish the individuals and the places and circumstances, - - The‘CrrAIIiirAﬁ;'Of'flhécﬁz'pergehﬁ .t:]m:t'"‘w'ere not 'l’éébi"er‘r’,-sdj :ih W"ﬂd A
. Ithink we can have a checkoff with sore degree of accuracy that weare -~ | War 11, how many have came back or walked out? And the same tl;}ng~' L

- getting someplace. Also arriving at some figures that will be helpfulto - . gpplies—my question—to the Koreanwar, « - . . . 0L
us, and that shouldn’t be-too hard to do, with the number that we aré. . . "Dr. Smmros. This 22, percent figure represents the current figure. . . -

talking about: © -

* These who are listed as dead from World War II and from Korea, but - - .

" Dr. Suprps. Well, ultifneiteljyOu;:w'("‘)'_uldﬂ'bé‘t‘alkiin‘g‘v abdi;t d?éf 2-,5'0.0:. - _-who have never been recovered and about whom ¢ have heard nothing. S

. individuals; so the files yoi-would preserit would be very Targe.. ° - ° . The Cratraan. Have any of them come out of Korea? Il put it like -~
" .. Wenever passed on total files in cases, other than a small numberat - “that, .~ - - L e e
.. atime, because we did not want to overwhelm the North Vietnameseor - Dr, Smreros. No,

- Mr. Guyer. I'think you can S1m5)ly put on one or twé type-written -+ *._be any ‘Americans alive in North. Korea? I ask it to relate to the siti- .-
~ - paiges a complete résumé that would serve our purpose and be sufficient -~ - ation in Southeast Asin - . S
- “to make some kind.of a spot check. Ong that would lielp-us arrive at " * - Dr. Sumwos. We do not have any information that would indicate .* -

"'some. reliable conelusions. " -

" The CHAIRMAN. Db[vvé;lisiirdﬁnf hard "inf‘érmatibn.that;théré conld: S

that any men now are alive in North Koren who were captured during, . -

"Dr. Stuzeos. We can give you the copies similar to those we turned - the Kovean war, but, there were individuals. who, after the Kovean - =

. over that had that information on. it, that the North Vietnamese and - - _ ‘war; just as after. the Vietnam conflict, should have been accounted .= .-
" their allics, already have. . T S ppand weremot, e e

e Mr MoCroskey. T'd like .td‘.iﬁst add to t}idt Onthe *'cﬁséé ofthem- . y ‘Thé'CI;IA‘IRMZANs'Bﬁ.ﬁ We ihﬁvel‘nvo.f had anyhmd i.'ﬁfé"?:“’.,"‘tion' thub S

~ fantry units; if you can go back to the unit of the day in question, find - - - * there aveany Americans alive in North Korea? -~
ot who they thought the enemy was that they were up against,sowe . Dr. 8 B R

7 iPhe Cramman. Would that come under your jurisdiction !

- canadd that,

" Dr. Sterps. We. liave already mltmtedthat,und .hopéfully,ijc ‘wi'l_l . Dr. Sumios, It would certainly. come into my. office; without any - - -

._ *question, and T would be aware of that.

L ~I-‘\:;‘vtu'}'n;upsom('r,jinfornmtion.” T T L . e o
'The. Crarraan, Will you further explain your statement on page - - The Criamuan. Do you have any more questions, Mr. Guyer LEEEE

.9 that is of intevest to the comuittee? That, ss T understand it, in- - Mr. Goxer. I have a relevant question, Mr. Chairman: That is, .~
“"World War II; less than 22 percent of the total casualties were not ° - rather than asking what the figure was to bring it up to date, was the‘lgﬂ,'- R

R Iocmmed, and tlﬁlenvglls_'o that Isztme' figure held in Korea, Because of ©  any improvement in that figure, over . B-year period, where you could '



" Dr, Suens. I think that the f _ré's pro,b"al.)lfr,
" “same throughout the conflict. I think you will
- are in geogra

“ 0 Chave had 35 percent unsceounted for and you got i‘t-dbﬁnitb‘-‘li}iis&:'
.~ Would thatbe s fairstatement . .. - . o0 o T

S G, My Chairman, may, T direct o question to the doctorf .
L %’{leﬁave often heard the all’egatiOn that only the men, all the men .. .

remained much the:
find the differences. - : ¢ ;of the . yout an 1aarly. g naition ¢ .
. hica] locations, The percentage of recoveries in Laos  * yyhat happened to the ones. who were not in such good condition? . . -
Aas much igllon,er, than the percentages of recoveries in North Viet< " ‘ )
- nam because 1t was closer to our lines of communication, less densely . -
-+ . populated: We just had: a better chance of effecting a recovery'there
“-then we did in North Vietnam, = 0" oo To T
. " The CuammaN. You mentioned: | me do ‘here with
. your tesm :today. What information. might they have for the
ceommitted o o mtot S
.~ Maybe,since they are here, we might ask them about survival possi- . -
... ilities following an aircraft crash and/or capture, -~ . - . - -

there were some. doctors here with

* "'Dr. Rosrngon.: Individuals geriously wounded did not make it
“That's true, We can give you some pretty good reasons why.the indi- -

~conflicts. We were dealing with & di

career motivated in exce

" Foree and, Navy pilots, highly motivate

- principal Teason W
. prisoners, -

-0, Dr. Suierps. In the Army case, for example, there is.a description .
. of the wounds suffered by the man who-became missing, It indicates
©a very severe wound to the neck, which to the layman, might have -
" - indicated death, I-think that has relevance to Mr. McCloskey’s point. - -
“© 7 With regard to the photograph in the Air Force cass, some indi-""

© " "viduals who are untutored in the medical care area would Jook at that -« -

. _and say, certainly, that man is dead. But on the battlefield, it's very

-+ difficult for the layman, and even for the trainied medical technician - -

- orphysician, to make that assessment. . - " -

- ‘hadasorious iwound in North Vietnam, = -

~+_The Castrmax. In extremis an
- that corveet? .7 o
. Dr. Ropinson: Quite likely. Yes, sir, =~ e
-+ The-Cramnman: What about the medical treatment of these men by .
.-~ theenemy,in North Vietnam, South Vietnam,and Laos? =~
-~ Dr. Ropinsow. I would defer that to Captain Vohden who actually

"~ And we thought that you might have some ‘questions, for example, -
.- looking at this photograph; We have gone to the doctors in the -Air
. Force case and said; “C

“ . The Cramaan. Well, give us an};,'-iﬁforﬁlatibfi you have on these
" pictures, .- L T T T

~ Dr. Roprwsox. The resolution of the photograph is not very good -
. .28 you can see on the picture, All one can saymecfi,(':ally igthat he has =
- sustained considerable trauma, looks like the right eyeas quite swollen, =
.~ 'possibly ‘had. a facial or skull fracture, If you notice the legs are- -
- parti lly submerged in what apparently is a rice paddy. One cannot -
o ‘dm}ygayny real conclusion as to whether this individual 1S slive at this.
. particular moment or not. It's. impossible to'say positively that heis .

ead. - -,

"B G, Woll, whet T s of ths st ss & liyman, s
" possiblo thabifhe is alive o dae L 8 loyman, its

" Dr, Roningon. In-extremis,

.-+ - Force cas | “Can you give us a medical assessment-based on' .
.- _those photographs as to whether that man might be alive or dead,” and - -
- the doctors cin giveusinformationonthat, ~ - -~ oL oo
 * And we thought that you might find that helpful and might want .
.. toposesome questions tothe doctorson that basis,-. . .~ — .o
. ... This ig Colonel Robinson who is our key doctor—physician in this =
- -.area, and supported our efforts in this area also’ with regard to re- -
© o turned prisomers. .. .. . T a0 T T

d in shock, and probably did die. s

" pam in April of 1965, As far as the medical treatment ig'concerned, I

 “would suy.it varied considerably
" or bad, it's difficult to evaluate, After 1 ‘month they cut a piece.of bone

" out.of my leg and they put my leg in a cast. My leg stayed-in a cast: -

_ that were injured the worst and

o in 1965.
his arm or part of his arm since he came home.

" maybe in 1966, 1967, and parts of 1968, when the war was very, very .
. hectic over there, I think there are proi)ably;a, number of individuals

" egrlierpart of the war that never made it. -

/in those years and it improved in the 1970’4

.T.received penicillin for the first ly saved

10 days X was there, proba

their own.people.; .o e
" The Omamman. T had it just the reverse then. -* -
“ " “Mr. Gilman? Anybody, want to ask anything?. - -

the bombing was very intense, they didn’t even have “penicillin for

any more prisoners who died in your prison area ?

- . Captain Vompex. Were there prisoners who died? - -
- Mr. Gruman, Yes. . Tl

. Captain Vompen. Yes, sir, there were,. =~

ob came out were in good ‘hysﬁé;l’"c“diiditibp“anq"hovz“dd:We‘achu"nlt-;:—:—5};--,--'74_,.,,;
t};gtthat, that most of &1‘9 fpr?soners came-out in fairly good condition? - -

- Thab s e North came out amazingly well as opposed to previous * -
vidusls in the North ¢ (b diffesent, type population—college «. .

- grads that went into combat in ex‘tr',emelg good physical condition‘ﬁ&iz.'- i
o 811 ‘ y lent' .o

hysical condition’ prior to being inserted into combat, That is the' - S
ol Teas 'Ey these individuals fared better than previous .- .. . -
P b6 itidividual i the South-had much more sbvere-treament. ... ...
- .More exposure-to gastrointestinal: diseases and: then, diets were cer- " -
" .tainly inferior. The diets were grossly lacking 'in. protein, They de- e
,v'elo'g;adfmany more problems ‘than the prisoners thgt“,_.'wene kept mo
N Captain Vorpen. Ray .-Vohdehﬁc,apt'hiﬁ,:shot‘ down in North Viet- -~
from year to year and with indi- o
- viduals. In my case I was given medical tréatment. Whether it's good .. =

" for 18 months. After the cast was taken off T walked on crutches for. - "
the rest of the time. There are other individuals who had broken arms - .- -
-and S0 on. that have:lost bone out of the arm and T-would say those .- " .
‘ ' that came back home were shot down. .

I % i on other individual who was shot down in 1968 who losb

" T think-=again, these are my personal opinions :fr'ig'ﬁt- now, I thihk_,_, S

- who had injuries as sévere as mine and others who had injuries inthe:
"The Cuatrizan. You are saying the medical service was not good

~ . Captain VorpeN. Well; all T am sayifng,is,t}}a"t,'in.‘,"1965\',"‘they,.did1‘1’t" AR
" have many prisoners and they were able to give me.some v.}i)enl(}lllm.- S

- “mylife. I think if a man was shot down in:1967 who had an injury. -
‘as bad. 68 mine he, probably. didn’t get penicillin because, at the time "' -

M. Guaran. Yes. Captain, while you were in-captivity were there T |




. e " . . . . " .'.r.‘n T A , L & o to . o

i lMr-—GiLﬁAN,;WéréJdlil,Ad‘f;t_llloss{.}i,é‘ ".fhf-‘s_xg;yéu ‘Tenow zeported to our

iy o and i vl fo s why thn cut vryon

knows

fpeople® o T e

. Captain 'Vonpen. As far as T know all of: the prisoners: that were’
| actually in the prison gystem were. either returned, or their bodies. -
- were returned, or the ‘were reported as died in captivity, -
©- - Mr; Grumax. While you were in captivity you didn’t learn of any -
" other prisoners at all that were not reported back toour.people? =~

Co Captain VoupEN: No, siv. o Co
. ".“Mr. Lrovp, T have been gone 2 while, Mr. Chairman.’ I haven’t .
...-been-up but T do have one question while you are being kind to me.

~ "~ One question, And-that is: Tam persistent. I rushed out of here after - -

RS © my question and as I 'say my thought processes are still on that area— .
.,_,_;,A.;._.._%,-of-t_;he‘.,dlsclosupe;;Qf,Q,in.,grfnat,i,gn.r "Has what' I ‘have:suggested about .

contacting families A.:and B. been -done? Or " have “you considered

7. iidoing it? Or in the final anglysis would ‘you consider doing it% . . -
- .. Dr. Suiewns. I would think that we would have no-trouble doing it... -

"+ 7+ - The request has never been: made.so far as-I'know, The only cases -

" ‘where one family member wanted to .
~ 7 .ond what wasin the file of another would be in the case where they '+
.- Were Crew ‘members and the circumstances were the same. . L
. Mr. Lroyp, No, I-am sorry, Doctor. I am: going back-to the situa- .

" tion where you told me that information: c‘oﬁ ' B

"+ cause families said no, wé do not want that infornation released, and . =°

. “.coming back to the question, and you have answered the question, no, .

you haven’t. done that, and I. gather that your answer 1s, yes, you

- would consider doing that. And so I think that ought to be instituted .
or inauguiated such that these individuals where we have family re- .

. tion is-another family's Tequest or within families—I can see where & .
* " mon is married and he signs  release form as far 8 his wife is.con- .
o cerned but doesn’t sign a, release form a8 far-as his father and mother -
© " is concerned, tha that information ought to be made available. . -

" " Dr. Surmus. Mr. Lloyd Jot me go back to the beginning here. If you -
~ . are talking about family members of the individual, parents avegiven:
S thebinformafion, - oo i
o M Leown OKL Lo e .
0 Dr.Sueros, And wivesas well.. -

" Mr. Lioypn. QK. I really am mo‘r‘e.intgfg"sted m 'tllvlénc'mé where afam .

"+ give more information to another family. That is'the situation that I
SR aml‘?e&ll)'—;upd'that was what T thought you had identified: for me ...
i Dr. Sumrrps. Then T must have misled you,. Because any time any -

- given to all the families and would be put in each individual file. In- .
. iﬁrrglg]tmn that would bear on a-specific individual case would be in -
- “-thatfile.” = - o e e

¥r. Trovo. Bick to my individual question. T don't understand what

“know about the case of -another - -\WHAL LML 2] 040 POL AL S R IOE ST
' -where th aoples and oranges again—I am under the-impression that-there-are .. ...
. people who feel that they have not—in this:room right now theregre ... .
" people and some are nodding their héads—they don’t feel they have -~ ..
had & full revealin; _ T P o
: IR 1g there is information, and you may say all the facts * - -
"7 it pertaing or bears-on another family’s case; and all I'am suying is; - - have been velensed, but they feel thab if they. could look at other charts. -~ |
' ' ' sred the - “ior.other files, that they could assure themselves that such wag indeed . -
the case. If T were in that position and it ‘was my son, I would haye . T
4o feel that-that is the stand: I would like to take and not to the =

d not be.given out-be- - had¥. i
- On that basis, 1

concerned said I.don’t wans thit cage publicized. I don’t -
information made public. So please don’t do 1it.- The other-. =
f course ig that no one has requested that these files be'made .

going :,.to;pursue;s;n,;;pg,cpunting-,.‘a’nd T am not quite sure that I under- T

- gtand what would be gained by opening théS’éfﬂles'ug*an&giyingthgmr,-:--f;f-«---*.‘m.:.w.

to the world, for example,

"My, Luoyp: Well, T am not 'a,Skih'g- yoii,',£0' :'g-i\'re' ,t‘h“eﬁif to "thé, woﬂd. R o

WhatIam trying to'do.and perhaps you and T are on different levels—

of all thefacts. =

“detriment of an ‘other family but only. to the solving or to. the satiat- .

- 'quests and if the impediment of the release of certain specific informa- + ‘ing of my own frustrations. that I really am getting all the informa- - |

“tion, I have fres access. =

~ T think as I'have been r-a_,blé; to ascertain it, this ‘-is“;'t)‘no‘bf'tﬁé-‘bas'ic U
. And'all I am trying to dois, - ..
" “because of their unique involvement, because ‘of husbands, sons, eb - ..

questions which the families are asking.

can’t we ‘somehow open this information -

cetera; I-am saying why

~just; to the families. Not all.the world, T am not‘@ry’ingft‘o'_d.o,_.‘tlhat, but-
.+ just to these families; and not even for publication but to these fami-
" Jies. So that T beliéve you: 100 perce t. I want them to believe also " - .
“and if I ‘were that emotionally involved, which I am not, but I

g e LAUGEDe ke HOTD A5 AL ‘ -+ were, I think X might‘w'antthatkind,ofa;rew?elation. v
ily has said with regard to a-missing in action, I do not-want thein- . . * ' RPN SRR
~formation released. Yet that information if released would at least Lo

" said could ie, as their representatives, for example, roview all of this. . ~©

Do ycuiﬁndrfault.Withthz'\t]? B

“information. I pointed out that that ‘Tas been done through the course -

| .. _of the conflict by.& number of,“]'l{lep're's_enpzi,ti'ves and Senators. We have - -
“ . information. is pertinent to more than one family that information is. .. Th them enire s and they have topee s, | o y
" information which we have, I.am not sure, what else we can open. . .

The family members have reviewed their own files, all ‘-'tKe' pertment -

" up to thein. We have over:1 million documents and it would be very
o . diffienlt for us to put. these people in & room and say look at any of =
“++" .. the holdup'is of release of information. Becatse if the enemy knows, - ‘:‘:thgsve-yql n \’{I.IIF..I\Iy' vpr:obl-(f}m,’-,of »90;11*35 is how o ,af;supgv 'ﬂ_lése fgxplth

" and you told me it had been released as far as the enemy is concorned; . -

‘ \Dr;»Snmnbs.--Wéll,Aﬁrst.ofAall,ifther:e_,is;.@_l?fm&h? Privacy Act which, -
- precludes us from ‘doing that. Even. if there weren’t 4 y Ay
" nany-fomilies object to it. Liet me give you & gpecific case; There wasa .
. cage of an individual who ‘wag captured. We know lie- was captured
- gnd we never heard anything more about him. Some family members g
~yant to use his case as an’éxample of men who were captured. but not -
- - yeturned and to_publicize this seross the country, The family of the oo
“ jndividual
" want, that
- problem,. a0 1 , Sdng 56 ILICS | ’ o
' public. This"is & gerviceman’s file. They. have been_ given to the in- "
“* (ividuals who have an interest in it, who need to know if we were .

it 5 T i‘ich*ACti"ﬂ" _.v.:.;;‘,.‘,‘:

. Dr. Swerps, Well, Mr. Ottinger ‘.,sp‘ok_e.v, tdr that pomtesuher and ,' B



RPN [ o v o .

" in.a way. that would be_consistent with their interests, that woilg
o help them really.achieve the end. We have a)lready-‘-—?esm"tha? .Wm“ﬂd' R
M Loyp: Lot mednite T

. -Dr.Sumrps, Yes,sir, . - |

] e . N ‘ a '4I . " N .

- we
o thol

rr,upt-yoﬁ.{f e ‘ R .

""" Mr, Liowp, T appreciate what you dre saying but 08 T understang
- g;', and I may also not have been empathetic in zﬁiditibn, I don’glii;;%l;;i i
R t }lllt I think that the people of the United States, not only with regordt |
¢ Hhis very specific aren, but with régard to the total broad spectrum of .
o 't}?"l giﬁllcmtlc government, at the present moment don’t have the faith '~
o ot they had, sy, 10; 15, 20 years ago, and I am not saying that you
‘have done—in no way am I casting aspersions— but what T am say. -
. files which, again, we are restricted by law from

- .Ing is why can’t we bring some of these families in withi.releases, et

- cetera, such that at least some of the people can start looking at,if~ L I
" Dr, Smmsuos, T don't beliove you can, sir, unless you pasg a law mak- - .
-~ hom-public,-becauso . know, for o fact, there are families who .. .
-~ would not tolerate. for one instant other families going through per- .
sonal files; We have alread ‘experienced—maybe your constituents—- ... -
. who would not approve of A Ny BTN ST RN
doné that-and we have told. families that we w1ll'_§uard their privacy .- . .
‘ | 1just seethisasan ~ .7

.. there1s a million files.-And if thereis a wifs or mothe '

Lok et o8 S AL 0T Bes UG 1T 8 & wifé or mother or f

BER ;;(1)1 Pll?;lv idl:?;;he'f'x(g OII]le {ind;no}; fault with that, and I think we ou"ght“‘

7 ot thmo,they ur offodod that opportuntey. 0 Lo v kind
oo I find no fanlt with: it and

that o'f)pbrtunity. SR
Lt

to tell them. That they have: the opportunity to do it themselves

- trying to achieve, . - -

. Dr. Sureros, T appreci

. ing, Families ‘have writt

- and ‘they haye had access

SR - think is critically important to the situation, and that is what I 'am =

i P and your commities would be-able to reassure

S o Teperatps. 1 apE ate very much your objective. The Freedom . ‘
\ormation Act, of course, achieves exactly what you are suggest-

en under t-he T'reedom of: Inform@tion?Act :

to documents. They can do that many times.

hese families have open access to these service casualty officers any--

- time. they want, to their

- from an administrative standpoint,
D, Souns, Boomuey e hpve e Mbroend, ws hays s n my
- 2Ok SHIRLDS, Because we have files in Thailand, we have files i ‘mv

ggﬁiﬂ)ev?rmie files in the prisoner of war and milsing in aﬁtﬁgrlxnt;zlz G

corce—over. 1 million documents. Now I don’t know any organizs-

. ame.they want, to their own records, to my office. W o
them such details ag 8 man’s 1ntelligeni:’e répo¥ts.‘ But I'tﬁiﬁﬁﬁdgﬁg} =

o - tlon any;w;h'qre_ thatwould let s‘omeone‘. 1n a I‘oom With 1 million U.S.

documents and say, have your All, plense go your way, ~ -

'~ Mr. Lrovp, This is ma er6 Vou an Ly
awell have chapad. v yl}QWhere_ouand‘Id'ﬁ S aompanta T
- oll v share your aititudo somo yors ago when 1 t0 s n thy
ey oo Sout having been out of the service, and having desltwith the:
eneral public, T find that if you give them -

. Mr: Goyer. I don’t want to- disagreo with either of you. T think —~ “~
~ that for the sake of our committee—we are getting into a.labyrinth of
. voluminous information. That, s not our answer. I don’t think the .
" answers will be found in your records at all. They are on the.other-

- amorphous mass called the

o guﬁel‘ltx;fs , thal,lt- ‘are,’reasosa%

et to-the right place at the right time. I really feel at this voi :

i gﬁztgg fggltl)h]-{)lgs that we need to do, one 'of.theythi:g: tlg?sfsw (::lrelstétol:g? S

e s "w}?' (ﬂlf-},‘i‘f you would, is to be a. conscience on the part of this -
. Gongress, which indeed—ench of us sitting up hero represents o hals-

1lion people. We are the United States only because they have 0

I think We h@yeun obligation to that United T

haye ‘lald‘ to rest probably one of the most -

S‘t’ates".has:eye‘r been in. That is part of what -

o - appointed us and, as such,
-~ States to'say, indeed, we
e 'mfi}mo‘u,s ‘wars the United

le; that somehow they have a capacity to

. What we nave

und I don’t agree..

. .The CHAIRMAN. L ‘
", for about 7 more minutes and then we wou

séSSiOH;

.+ X find.no foul with it and T think that it will do o great denl to
. relieve- the frustra_tmns'and'.tensions.'even.,thoﬁ%lh, ‘I(izgogvlf,e?i;g?f la,tn‘: L

. . betting you they are not going to find anything t - oven before the Privacy Act. In addition to that,

at you are :n.Ot'ooi'n'?- " sdministratively impossible thing to-doy to keep files 'and make them ' .- .

" ‘tratively to turn them loose in’ reports, but 1 t " ""Mr, Liorp. T agree with that. That i reall what this is a.

o an o s o loose in our files would be impossible to do— - - PerhapsI démongtfated naivete in 'u,ddressingy.mysélf to this, but this

o o g what this is reall

" that perhaps any of thes

. "people :are available, and it that. T.would
Eelieve that they are not. The point'I make.is I want-to. make sure -

_in the minds of these people, and in the minds of the public of the ~ .-~

- United States, that we rea We have tore~ -
" member one thing, bureaucratically no matter how impossible thistask =~ "

inay seem, we involved ourselves in that conflict, and the lives.and . ..

fortunes and futures of individuals, and. that is what we are dealing * - -

. Dr SHmLDsMrL]oyd——- A

RN - i ' W
i n . ) .

sio trying t0 do right hers, and T '_thiﬁk.at,:'thé(f.resiw moment,
ghIapPl'eCiate th3 l I‘Oblemstha,t ou:fac9~’ ‘ lf in eedlt’s a matter "

opporYy yh o arrived at is the true point of departure Wwhere you - .-

committee would wait, it would be & reat help. Go:ahead, Dr. Shields.

%Dy, Sareros. This would involve first of & '-*nge'pin'g el

" Mr. Lizoyp. We can solve that.  *

Tof money; time; or g mi liqn-:ﬁles;j-Lt i'r;lk-f;we;qught;to;.pr.oy‘i'de:,_that..,._‘ o :.:.g'_"_

Lot mé make one éomment. Why dom’t we continue . .
1d like to go into executive - -
Mr. Gilman has & matter to present to the committee, If the ...~ -

of ug giving yor- their -address, So we have.

"' gyailable aniytime and anyplace, . - . oo . el
. "We had hoped that your committee wonld do-this in axn orderly way .~ -
) those family members. "

“We have given this to Congressmen. -

o Mz, Lioyp. How would we-assure:them ‘when you haven’t been able: * .
" to reassure them? I don’t find the logic in that. - oo
. Dr. Surewos. I am sure if we could g ‘ ] ! L
they found nothing, most would come back and say you are holding * .-

I'shout.

back..

all about. I am not convinced in‘my own mind- - |

" don’t kknow about that. I.wou d'tend to"

ly have turned every stone.

©with, .

*'The Cmamax. I have to vnterrup‘vii-,‘;ﬁéré.'Mf;_Gu' ol

side, in'Southeast Asia. - . oo
" Dr. Sureros, That is what I was going tosay. . -

. Mr. Guyzr, The. sooner .we get into their files and Tocations the ol
. better. I 4m not h'app{.-when' someone says we have looked and thisis .~
al_l,‘we‘kn'pw'.jI'_don;’;tbgievethey havetold ugthe Whol_etruth.“ e

ive them o million files, and if

these peopls are alive any more, or any. of these. :



| R “Dr. Sureros, The fﬂ«:rnilyl'lﬁéfhbefé will not be ré‘aésuréd until units :f‘(‘,]fmp.tér'dﬁ‘Vijetndm,Which-i‘s'the“m-issin%iin action: And I'know some- - -

_“have been on the. ground eag"looking ‘until we. . you probably get frustrated with the problems you have in your -
. have been on the. ground in these areag looking for our men, until we i tjmes you.probably get f _ll‘..S,t_l_.i}ted,ﬂlthTt,’ei_va‘leQ{DS,‘yQI‘L O
“oeansay we hiave grave:registration teams out -and  this .is‘,wh‘ab we' b, but-you have been dedicated and I would like to also say that - ,‘

- found: Anything shoxt of that will riot satisfy these families, . - = | the military personnel over in the Defense Department who.
- Mr. Gmuan, We have made requests of Chins, Liaos, and Vietnam. - - pqve beenin this field fo'myvntgpbe} of g‘:"[“gsr e S
.- Mave we made-any requests of the Soviet Union for information? .. -~ -1t is tough it is not.1‘e_‘\vu}lrl ing, I?I:v L 0011 o a}:}[})’ oo oIt and the
Ty 1Dllf SHIELDS.-V e have asked, the Soviet Union-to intercede'in our . ' committee does, and we will wor .y 1y way \
e e e e ty much you being here tod

S ?{1’5." GI‘LMéAN. Have we requested the Soviet Union'if they had'. committes. You have been helpful.

. dnformation® - T e T R AT L re other tents from ¢ ‘
. Dr..Smstog. We have not asked- the ecifically if they had' .~ executivesession for justafewminutes. - .o T L
. lngfmastill;ﬁws We ha\(e, not asked, t.h-em .SI? gclﬁgally if qmy had o -?xﬁ%llggizzsring.Was‘;]..."a’djo.urn'cd.. for executive 'SGSE“alqzn;‘atv.; 5:25 p;]p.]_ Lo

M. Guanax. Can we ninke's formal request of that naturef

| 21 Jies to the military personnel over in the.Defense _D'elaartmegtl,)VI:lo .

~ appreciate yery much you being here today and te's't,ify;il}g{‘be“fqre'l .t;h'e‘v U

~ " Unless there are other comments from;th'éi}nenibers, we ;j\'-"i‘ll go into ) o

- DreSamros, T am'sure we. could—that Mr, Sieverts could snswer . e e e ]
e thab-more precisely but T am'sure we could make that request. T T
- Mr Guaran, With your permission I-would like o formal response
| -i_"lfromj..the‘Sta'te,De artment, ... . o e T
. The Cuamman, Mr. Sievertsishere, . . il LR
Gt M, Suevemns, 1 can comment Tight now, Mr. Chairman, My Gilman, -~
7. that in addition to what Dr. Shields' has’ referred to, which is the ' .’
- humerous occasions on: which we have.asked the Soviets to.intercede " ' .’

.. with-North' Vietnam and with’ North-Vietnam’s' allies in Indochina, - S
.. on this subject,. we have also-asked specifically sbout other kinds of -~ g
- cases of U.S, military personnel lost in or in the vicinity of the Soviet .. -~ .
. Union. ‘Putting those two- together we have what amounts to re- .
- peated requests to the Soviets for information on -Americans missing” -

‘1n the vicinity of the Soviet Union. So I don’t think thers is a need to .
- gothrough the additional formality, which is all if would be, of saying: .. -
- specifically to the Russians, well, in-addition to all our other requests, .
" “do you have information.on men missinginIndochina. ~ = e
S M, ‘(.‘;.ILMAN, Would that create any problem to make such a formal
© o orequest ? Lol T T L T
u - M Sweverers, Nos it would be.merely a formality coming-on topof . . ..
R ',;xrent many efforts we have already made with the Soviets on this .= ,
Coosubjech e e T R
o Mr. Graaw, T can’t help thinking we pursued the avente.with Red - -
~ . China for a long period of time and received no response and finally . . -
~ - then.did. T would be willing that we make such & request once again - -
e ".‘fn‘llI ]W"]’lf’]d',urge.‘,t-he'State}Departr’hent to'make o formal request on= -

. Mr, Smsverrs, We have made the request, as in the case of Ching, for *~
" the ¢ascs of men lost in or near the Soviet Union. The request- was
.~ vecently renewed, within the past month, concerning.cases going back
7 -many years. of men lost over the Soviet Union. Similarly, requests
- were made in China, As'in ‘the'c_ase‘of_"Chin‘a,We_‘aslged the Russians = -
~if they could intervens with North Vietnam, and in'both cases we have: = = -

- * had similar answers, that the United States would have to tall With- |

- the North Vietnamese directly on that question. o
- - The.Cuamrmran, Dr. Shields, on behalf of the committee, T would
. like to thank you and the other personnel that have been working in -
.. this field for & good: while: the military_personnel. I know vouw and -~
- the other persons are totally dedicated to.trying to write the final =~ -
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T . WEDNESDAY, ERUARY 16,1976

¢+~ Housk:OF REPRESENTATIVES, - -

" 7The Select Committes met at 945
" “'[997 of the Capitol; the Honorable
" Present: . Represertatives ontgomery, ‘Gonzalez, Mosakley,: Ot- - R

< oL SeuEor COMMYTTEE -ON MISSING Sl

I, '
f '
.

- oUSE SELEOT COMNITTE ON MISSING PERSONS
BOUSE T N sovtmmasTASA

é)_.;in., pursuait to call, in room
1

" iinger, Harkin, Tloyd, McCloskey, Gilman, and Guyer.

L o ,t‘aﬁ. members present: J. 'AnguS',MaoDonald".stﬁaifr-directbr;‘_"l)ri . 2
: - Henry Kenny, professional staff agsistant; Dr. j ob Dittberner, pro- B

 eona e e Bouse Select Committee on Missing Porsons

fessiona) staff assistant; and Jeanne Shirkey, administrative assistant.

" i Southeast Asia will come to order.

1. We have two witnesses todey. The second. witness will be, Mr. g, -0
Angus MacDonald,! staff director, and the first witness will be. Adm, . ¢
.- John S. MeCain; Jr.2 - o 0 o
© o 1 might state that the gdmiral is a personal i
" of the members have served under. Admirsl McCain. We ap reciate -
- yery much, Admiral, you taking your time- in coming. be |
‘ ‘¢ommittee.. o e P S S T
. -As weall know, he isa distinguished naval officer serving our flag ..
for 40 years; he served in;battleship,‘submarine,; amphibious forces, .
and also on international staffs. T recall hearing him speak of bein'% a
o~

“congressional lisison from. the Defense Department, so he is very
'.Mmilvl-a.rgwiﬁh the L .~ ol S T

" . we are fortunate that the House is not- in session this afternoon.

- Admiral McCain served 23 Commander in Chief of the U.S. Naval - - -

© "+ Torces in Europe 25 hig next to:last assignment with the Department. - =" ',
" Trom-1968 to 1072, 4 years; a crucial period of the Americen in- ., - %
.7 yolvement in Southeast ‘Asia, Admiral McCain, was Cominander in-. .~ . -
- . Chief of the P.aciﬁcbe’ﬁtéi'f;1m0wn‘_as"CINPAC.l e
- During, this: period as Commander in Chief, he had another role; = -

" he was an MIA, missing in action, parent.

-, _'His son, naval .Comdr. John C.":McCain‘H]f',jWajs'éhdt d0wn‘6§ér-'g S,
e North‘:Vietnamand held a8 prisoner of war for ‘_51/2_"yga‘rs.-Ad:mirp;l_ R

. 1Blographical dnta appears on . 480,
.- 1DBlography of:-'Avdm. McCaln appears on p._455. KUY

-~ PERBONS-IN-SOUTHEAST: ASIA, .. Lo

llespie V. Montgomery, chair- -

friend of mine and some *

ore the -

" T'm sure you'll understand‘inember:s'éoming{in' and out; however, _



R R T e

. R m '
L. ot : S
o : !

.~ and great ‘unec"',sie* ;gglre?{‘iﬁ;gh;hﬁﬂ;guﬁﬁdf““%lt(*‘i'-'yi‘/fanl1-ly~.-"~_I-Ils~1mcj]e»~~;-- ¢~~«»--!~~¢T]ﬁsii's;one.>of:,the;fo.‘cts_,th@hh&s;PPI'S@BQHY irvitated me, There was™- -
" His father was an admiral'Selir‘in"yiﬁ'w l'eﬁc %%, the rank of generg], - - g-delivery of three bodies ,frc_)mrth’e‘NOr“t}'i'Viét‘x,ifa‘m‘esa"‘to*us-:"I--':want~;— s
. third generation of McCain's is or%factiveog : .’M'fI.I and his son, thy - o say that one point in connection ‘with.that is that the North Viet-~ .- -
I e A uty-at-this time as a naval - | paniose did not grmfitus, mainly-theUﬁiited St?tfes,or the'larx}r:ed'fo}fces. L
77 Admiral McCain, it is-an hono . S C L of the free wor to send people to t o sites from which these t ree
o 'c}(:mmitt'ee;,toga(?; léfﬁét'::éagggﬁliiﬁhfﬁ}},'g::' t%sﬁilfg-’l‘gﬁiforg this'select. gf)dieéw came.”Eur’thermore}) thll’s'partiéular"'prdblem'has..nevér been
.. that-you woud like per , would.like.for you.fo-malte any. comments - .. y llyresolved. - o 0 S e
L '*.Of'w_gr_cir {\Hg’lsl,ke .p,el‘tvu;xlu‘ng‘,,to _t'hészmel-‘llc,m‘l?’f¢14§S]ﬁed as prisoners . mi&,_nbth‘erlthingl want to point.‘out to you ig that we cannot lose . - o
: ST ST s Sl S Ugight of .the,]arger;'pictuig i]nV(gv'ed-,in this;whole.determination;of RN
. STATEMENT OF ADM. JO @ AT TR TR WATY (T R .'thoge.'niissing'-in‘acti.on“zan' ‘this big picture. . LD Tt e |
e T FORMER CJOIJI{IIV}T Asml;ggﬁm’ JE., USNAVY (RETIRED), - It ‘was not & geStm:e-o'f, oodwill.- It is simple, proof of the fact =~ -
D S S :N’.QI;I'E.F::PAC.I‘F,IQ' o - that the North Vietnamese' id not abide by the accords they signed: .
DR were prepared to-send teams inito these various .

T Admiiral McOary, Thinkyou, Mr, Chairman, . . @ . in-which we; and they,
= I.deeply appreciate the l‘you,,.le'»Cl_mux‘l}an. et "greng t0 exé;lmine--thésémuf€a§75§"7fiii‘f“iis"“the“"missing{jin~-uction»--‘were,m...:.1_._‘.,,,._‘__;_;.:&
T would like to expand on ;i?xl"lgt}age aplzeaung before this committes.: .. ¢oncerned.” - AR R
o Ton S Jonard o tho 514 youts. noamed,  egarcless of whers it is or how it I, you'r goingto
-+ that he was pI‘iSonéi‘BfWﬁfﬁéré spent in soli 2 JOaIS; 2 ,"-9f--,-t-1-1°:.9:1/2 yem‘s;;.;;,.,A,..‘.‘hav‘,e___é"numbendf‘, missing in _action, This is- one of the sad factsin- . .-
" He comes from what has _-ﬁow.?,223};;‘.5‘;‘tﬂ?y;conﬁ.nement-, e B Btion with this war, 600, the war in Vietnami . - oo
© a8 the “Hanoi Hilton.”. I.don’t have toat‘alli]'l‘ous group'that isknown . - We were_more than aware of this at:the Tevel on. which I was' " D
- yyith many other POW?’s have sonie ver t% you that Johiny, along - " operating. Yoir can also rest. assured that General: Abrams, .God ST
- that.yow're about to embark on. It's y S0RE OPHOnS on. the subject ** “yest; his soul, he has now assed on, was more than aware. Heand I =~
~has taken on its shoulders, the 'i-es"2112‘{,9{{?‘-@‘0.-thn,“' this committee - . tallced on many oceasions about the missing ingetion. < . e S
*far as the missing in-action-are sponsibility of clearing the books s .. -FHow this problem will be ultimately solved, I leave that up to the .
d"gentlljemen‘fqn.Itll_l'lshfc_dmmittee"tq,‘nip.l:e ST

I8 g in-gction:ave concerne g o TRy
© thismust b o ot concarnad, Thote sames & e when - of you disinguishe
g My, Chaitman, T would like to suggest that you hore to boyery e Chaprman, T would Jike to aniswer
- This, as-you an ';\l:'%flui?r?cllléti*}slg i 'hts‘o'l the missing in action families. . or. the committee might wish toask, - L
- .- ments and other benefits the Goggrx';rrcxggtd :' ﬁ?&"'..bhe monetary emolu- - - The CHAIRMAN. We thank you, Admira] McCain. . o
- T was Commander in’ Chief 6f the PI;C){E ’Fm' LU U T " As I understand, also for the record, you had responisibility for
_ - August of 1972, During that: oriod: £ ¢ lrom J uly Qf 1968 to- - -all Southeast. Asia-as far. as American forces were coricerned, and e
o "bag;leinf;Vigpngm ook place, beriodot time the major portion of the' - - that incliiil%{iiIéaosm,}g}lﬁgmboﬁia- LT
' "'One of our greatest conc L SO © - Admiral MoCAIN. at'sright.: -

. men .whoflnigﬁb fall ilfl?(;l Z?fé};ql a'thtmstlarﬁfl vtv};ls ,f}hese 1,051,000 young . . I ‘had, everything s & responsibility from the west, const of the - -
" var or become missing in"ticti'on‘y ABRCS anc sher -be@‘.me. prisoners of - .United States, the entiré Pacific Ocean, right on through to the Indian * -
.1 want to assure yotﬁ‘, Ml‘--'Clltiirm’an'f}if L " Qcean; My area, went as far to the west as. & line that goes straight .. - '
- of the Commander in Chif of tho Pusf overy morning n ho offes . south from the funeyro of EAICEAR and Tran. For want of  botter
- mComies Gt n e e iniel LK eyt it bt :
j'Dufink'v."t‘h'is.”t"-"- o e o oy " 'Admiral: McCain our main mission in. this committee isto find out -
" ‘man of the Joi'ngr(%%i:frsog}f é%g%f t% ,‘19701,.9(;enern1'_W11eeler.yas,‘(_,hai.l;-_.. . “*what. happened to ,."thQSe Americans. Of course, we hope all of them. . ..
- Admiral Moorer, Comma der of gt o,O- t0.1974,the chairman-was. = - :are alive. I efex‘jt'o_.tlle;83,4,'classi,ﬁed ag missing in action of which 36 . ...
*'mand Vietnar ;COMI?S'I'II\/I(K(())VPI'IG Ueké- ,Mlllt._m'y“AS.sistance’Co_m,"~_f"'_ i still classified as POW’s. T T
1964 to 1968, General Abrams moved in. eneral Westmoreland from -~ What is your opinion as former GINCPAC commander and also - -

] ; ved in, and from 1968 t0 1972 Gen- =~ . 85® parent:of one of the POW’s? What is your opinion. of the possi-
R large groups are being heldas .

I‘dﬁ};':gtléélt:iOn's, (}Bdt unjbodj T .

S Ij-,»1f%ﬁtbéz‘égtsixsgﬁpll,n.“’*l.y. commanderin thatares, ;. oo . bility of any Amevicans being alive or
... one essence, I i(v?aﬁt ?;(:n ;frslmllg‘-lp"a.cm?}. difficult to resolve exceptin’ . prisoners? = . " T e T T
~ Vietnamese did not live'up ..gs.lii’"‘?,’},, reemphasize this: The North- -~ “Admiral McCarx. My feclings are- this, Mr. Chairman. T don’ - ..~
‘the' Paris Peace . Accords ]?I‘h‘o [}el.l' ,?lbllgatlops in accordance with -~ ‘think that-there is any question about it There are a number of

" North: Vietnamese, were e :r dn;;te. “States, and presumably the :. S miss’ilng'-.in)action which are not apparently on the books, The big - .-
- orash sites and tl;e'r? s‘it'éspinpi ]‘? h o.send tgams,mto‘,these»‘-va;rio,u'S' ~ - problem 18 to moke sure that they're not being held. back: by the
" down,or in-some-other fashi ':i-lul.(." our own armed forces were shot ~ . ®kindness”. of.the North Vietnamese or the Vietcong. . =" BT
S P D s ?91‘.,1531)P02l}‘cd fromaction. " e nittee has been assigned a most difficult task; but ong that = - *

-+ " Your committee : _ ‘ . |
.~ is most impottant. Mr. Chairman, one other thing T'd like to say, that . -




S fehve. i

“in_action and declare him: dead, you've got to remember that the

"’f families of these missing in action |
beneﬁts from the Government of t

i this whole problem that we are facing,

The CHamMAN. Do you' think the status should be changed and,::."_._"

classrfy them all as presumed killed in action?

o don’t mean that.

I mean where some leglslatlve body in the Umted States or somie - -
- judicial ‘body, says that these people are dead; great care has tobe .

- taken. The families that are living back here in the United Stateslose.

' the riglits and. the beneﬁts that they would otherw1se der1ve were they

N . .t v N R . o
' . v
. A .

must not be lost si ht of Anytrme that you take a man who is mlssmg' |

eo% o draw certain rights end"f"‘t"--*’“‘“u’
nited States as long ag it is

presumed that these men are.alive, I thmk th1s isan 1mportant factor -

43

If they are ahve, of course I want you to tell 1t hke 1t 1s, whlch you o

irs] MoCan. I donot thmk tha.t, sir.
The Caamman. Thank you. -

but. T would certainly not want the record to show that you. . E |
tho ht that there were large numbers if thrs 1s 1ot your true oplmon

' Admiral MoCax. I think it would be a small number found alive R

T would think there would be 2 very small number, mdeed
" Mr. OrmiNaer, Will the gentlemen y1eld? ‘ =y

+ The CHARMAN, Yes.

Mr. O'rrmoun. Do you ha,ye uny ev1dence a,t all thut there s anybody

. alived. - U
Adm1ral MoOAIN No Congressman Ottmger, the most dlfﬁcult- o

“Have I made myself cleur on that Mr. Chalrman? S
The CrArMAN. I'll: let other- members further- prod mto that

ahve in- Southenst. Asia based
telhﬁ nce from Southeast Asiat.
1

haven’t the shghtest idea, .. -

- 'The Cratryan. Is this a large number?

© . Admira] McCaix. No; smal numbers
.. The Cuamman. How many? ,

Mlssmg in'action or deserters or what?

- Admiral McCaxn, They could be. ©

* They could be deserters; they could he those who have been taken L

~over by the enemy and given other means of livélihood so to speak,

and coerced to.join the North Vietnamese or Vretoong communities, -

* The Cratrman. They could have been taken as prisoners and then"

- br ainwashed, 50 to speak, to the point they ‘would, Work with und co-

" operate w1th the North Vietnamese or Vletcong?
" Admiral McCamy. To some degree, yes.

Vletnum that they ‘might—well, I don’t meafi that

-1 am’ thinking.in térms of. South Vietnam; I. ulso heep thmkmg i

-in’ terms of North Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, in that area. It is, con-

ceivable that those. governments might' take: these men—put them in "~

- work.comps—and put.them in some capacity where presumably they .- ‘says to you sir, that-there’s been any deterioration in the youth of this .-

- “land, X want to disabuse that fact. I got to know a thousand soldlers, S
S sallors, airmen, and ‘marines and they ‘are outstanding young men. . -

and. are going to follow behind éntle-

‘they are going to do an equally ine job

behe’ve they are doing something. of profit for that particular. country.
It's my own personal conviction that if we have any missing 1n”
action over ‘there, they’re. very, very few. When I say very few, I mean

B maybe 20 or 30; Something of that sort. -

The Cuimmax, In all §outheast Asm?

I would hope we would not grve the famlhes false hopes thot thero a

me lm ge numbers R

. what’s going

 Going back to my original question, do you think any Americans are * hardest job.

on the expenence you’ve had w1th n- e
. niral McCaix, Yes; I understand what you megn on that, That’s e still some
. ‘a:hard question to- Answer. T've been mulling over the answer to that. - -
. question while {;ou ve been talking, As s matter of fact, I think there. .
- Isno. questlon 8
east Asia, " L
' Now ‘what stutus they re 1n, hvmg there or not I don’t know. I_ .

o They are going to come.alon
- ‘ment like you and myself, an

proposition inithat section of the: world:is to-get-intelligénce -and know:—-
on, There are jungles, rivers, all sorts of things, The. =~
know of is gebtlng What one mlght call accura,te mte]h—-- o

. o from these people. ~ - Lo
3 Ih’\’epwould dearly love to be a,ble to ﬁnd that there

® Mr. OTTINGER,
eople alive.

“Admiral MoCarw, I ghee w1th you,thoroudhly
'Mr, Orriveor, I ‘we

out there, -

“ynder .the best of condrtrons, 1f there i such a thmg, workmg for .

-Admiral MoCax. No; I don't. I dldn’t mean to talk 50 qulckly I "'»‘ . ,;Commumsts

ad any evidence of “that nature, we’d pursue L
Uit nght down: to the last iota, and- I ]ust wondered whether you had; L

out it that there are some who ure stlll uhve in South- L anyin formation in that o ard,

- Admiral McCary. We.did pursue 1t I can essure you of thut as. for o | i
s a8 circumstances’ permitted.us, I want to ﬁ)omt out to you:the lmpene-‘. Lo
- “trability of that country we're dealing wit L ‘

‘It’s my own firm conviction that we do not have, m that area of the . : " L

s WOlld toomenymlssmgmectlon ; k
e The CHAIRMAN Mr. Moukley and then Mr Guyer, end then you‘ L

ngmn \
Mz, MOAKLDY Thank you, M. Chalrman

'&dmlral, gotting back to the line of questlonmg thut the chzurmun SR

people working for the Communists that were former prisoners. -

" " was pursuing, I want toknow first of all what you meant, there may be.- TR o

- Admiral MoCAIN I mean by that let me go back to another pomt e
"My son was a. POW for 514 years. Nothing * would have delighted = -

' the € ommunistsmore, and I mean purely and. simply dehghted them,

“T'think that, pressures could be brou«ht vto beur on them in South . than to heve my son make soms sott of statement ¢

.commumsm The dywould havebroadcast that worldwide. =
" Nothing woul

exnmple

w1th this extraordinary Government of ours.
Mr. Moaxrey. Admiral,

, have dehghted them more than to have had my son*‘"‘ o
- working in some capaclty for the Communists; and. my son isjustan -

that was in favoro L

“There are others out there, muny others Mr. Moakley, if anybodyf:.”

1 can realize that durmg the conflict 1t""_ o
o Would have been to their- benefit to get people saying: that they were Co
o bemo‘ treated wonderfully by the Commumsts. SRR R



' oo - \

" Now the hostilities are over, and we're trying to account for our |

“““'7.""ﬁii”siéiiifb"iﬁ"’:‘ib’ti“o‘n“an'd"?I:’d'“like"to<just;dst;say-"—pu'lj'sl‘le::WhatzCOngitéss~i-i :
t the 1 l)er of people you think

you think they may be alive, and if you .
T edtohiearibto o o

-® A dmiral McCam. What the captain was saymng

| - man "Nfonthmg,'ry was sa%ing;about'th'e- num
- that may be“al‘l‘ve,fa,ndw y
- have any solid facts to show that anf people are alive.: -
o

" 7 Admiral McCain: T hiave figures here on the:

"tion, and killed in action, This is for bodies not recovered in-this case. . . ()

R 1+ Here T have a figure for POWs in every status, I also want to say to “gniy of these people alive. .. .

- you about; both of these lists, that from. my own personal experience,

‘. thatif we really have a number, I hate to use the word “gubstantial,”.
©“Decavse it is hard to define—but; for any a number of MIA that died—-

. 'weo know about it

-~ T-don’t. think tha.b,.\'_wzo“llia.\?"_t)."-l'tt 'st‘xbs!':ijuitid,‘lz m‘:nnber."‘(‘{f: MIA, I iﬁeg\‘n,.

B

\dmn'mlMcCAINJustafeelmg e UL T
o Ay Moaxiey. Now, we have a.problem, too, talldng about pris- ..
“oners of war, whether the status of any has been changedy- I’d v L

be

POW’s,':mjiééiﬁg' 1n qc :

“T# that is more in‘fo;-nnati’qll_t‘hat'{,the' c’aptain is giving you, 1
| | o me was thatthe
fice of the Secretary of Defense has no informat

Mr. Moaxizy. As I wns-saymg,' admiral; the

atisthat *

- """"““f"""f‘f"“f‘justias'easy‘asith'ut;

. My Moaxrey, Admiml," }"611 'ajso.jétticljl‘tlié.t‘ ybul;'f'élt?tliefé-were ‘a.,],o't'
Cinthisvegard.s T
© My Moakrzsy. T have no further questions. . "= *

" of MIA’s that weren't carried ‘onthe books, and T know that they are
carried on our books. R

L Tust-wonder if North Vietnam is playi'ng.éamjes,_ivit'h'_some_‘pf,ﬂa_esg

- 1n. action, -

. people whether they be prisoners of wax, or missing in action, ovkilled: -

Admiral I\IOCAIN.",YQ‘S,‘ sir,

T wouldn’t put it beyon’d-_the‘Nbli"t‘h"Viel;nainése many senseofthe .

- word Il tell you & story I heard, off-the-record. . - -
o oo MroMoAREEY, Nothing is off-the-record here. ~ . - .

© o Admiral MeCATw, to tell y¢
o Monkley:

1 just got through on a trip out to the Far East: Of cotuse, one.of
the biggest points of interest In my-life was what was going on'in all.

these places.

T started out with Korea, then werit to the Philippines, Thafland l
_aird Burma. While I'was in Rangoon, the AmbaSSadg)rpfrdlsr,i:{“Lﬁilgﬁg o
S T o inthose lastdays. o e L

- Admiral McCax. Yes. I wag-in-there during the last ¢ \ o
days-if you want to know the truth. As faragthe . - . "
' United States is concerned, Mr. Guyer, it was o catastrophe. .. ,-‘d;. ﬂ.‘x ERCIE
rds the . ..

in Rangoon had a reception for'the King's birthday, ' -

AT/ ) N T . > . e . . . ‘e . .
Taiwan?® A.very interesting subject to listen to from their viewpoint.

]

- . 'This man from Russis spoke in English.as-well as you-and I, M.
I say, he was ‘the’ No. 2 man from the Russian -

i Monkley} and as
-;.'Elnbas'sy;. IR

- The Red- Ambassador, Red?',‘(ﬁlﬁnese” ’Alﬁba‘s‘sado'it;".cd'ii'l'd iibt t'ﬂk y

" “English. He had this interpreter right at his hand who was putting -

. down every word that a man named McCain had to say, mid-so forth. . .
" "But to'go bacle to this business of the MIA’s, as far as I believe, there " S
ST Would you say muchiof the answers arestill there? . .-

" aresome left, but how many, I don't know. " -

" ‘Mr. Moakury. When you say-some left, you mean some: left iﬂivé? o

ol Admiral McCary. Yes: T mean some left alive.

y L .

- Mr, Moaxrry. Has this information come to you from any substan-

- tial source-as the basis of your information?. = -
AN - Admiral McCarx. No. Tthasmot.. = .« . )"
- MinMoagaey. J,l'l,St'la'vfecl.il‘lg,;then oo '

"+ “Admiral McCax. Yes,at onetime.

Well, I'm.going to tell you ‘one-on_.;tlsﬂe;fé'é§14d,'jn'11‘.--

" neighborhood of about once every 8 or 4 wee
- Abrams in Saigon to distuss— .
““Mr.-Guyer. That was iy next question; -whether.
Dbeen in Vietnam: personally to have an overview of wha
They introduced me to the Ambassador from North Korea, and this -- st.days. There
© . man looked at.me'and turned on his heels and just walked right off. -
- The other two men, the Ambassador from Red Clin, who had an: -
- interpreter with him at all times, and the No. 2 man in the Russian. -
‘Embassy. They stuck to me the whole time I was at the reception:

" Their big argument atthe time was “Who. was going to take over : S
-+ Mr: Guyse. Now we're trying to

- weren’t any last.

- “You've alluded several fimes to-statistics
.. 'T'm curious. I just want to

B “",Cz‘ip.t, 'i("éﬁ'neth ‘Cpsk'e'y, USN, ‘ ,t_l\'e"egc'ort‘omcer;_

we have no ren] stibstantial e idence-that yotcan-put .'y.gu_r;ﬁnger_.on:._;;I.,:,':.z;;‘, s

- The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Guyerf . o L.
o Mr, Gower. Mr; Chairman; Hhank youySire: o L
“Admiral, yout were stationed at Pearl Harbor 12 -

Afr. Guyen. Weren't you superceded by Adnmiral ‘Ga'y.l,or P
~‘Admitel McCain, Yes; that's right, but when I turned t General, -

. 'Nazzaro I said, “Joe, I can’t travel around in a C-118; ‘itltul(essa‘WQek; I

" toet to Tokyo fromehere,” He said, “Fine, T'11 fixyouup.” .. oL
- He gave me a C-135 and I traveled 1 million:miles in thot plane .-
" and went every place. You can rest ‘assured that some place in-the

ks I was with Gie’lll'e‘ra,l‘,_ ‘

t. has going .-

 Mr. Guypr, I'm talking about calendar wiso +'in other wo
"c'ense-‘ﬁrewasin-Jnnuary,?‘.-=, T O
- Admiral McCain. Yes.. . - .

* and walls of silence and absence of communications. = 1

" Did you have any access to pertinent information? .

- those figures and records with ours. = -

" Admiral MoCax. North Vietnam——' . -

" Mr. Guyer. I mean, today it is just one country.. -

~ Admiral MoCarN: Presumably just ‘one_country. I'm not, going to -
g jpinthnt-tean)inahtlijry. o T TR R A

‘p‘n‘ss:ed‘ a ‘novte to Admiral M,c(}l‘ni.n. - . o

ion. that there are . o

' , the committee has often ..
wondered. Whether' the status of some of the POW’s and MIA’s have:.. - -
changed so that we aren't getting the correct information. -0
"‘Doy(fmhzt'veanyinfo’rn.m‘tio‘nonthat?;‘\-. o e e LT
" ‘Admiral McCany. No, T don't believe the statug has chang:dm this .~
_yegard. I think what the.captain just said to me is true and t

youhad 'récehtly : "

, find ‘out, information ‘as to the'
~nature.of things in Vietnam and we renlize there are question marll;s..-,‘,-_ SR

WhiCh we mightnothm{e" RERTERCRRIRE
know whether-these statistics .are.gt;‘u; SR
- in excess, whether, if we do_get o break of any kind, we can compaze



\ps. Gorsin Well, what T moat i, the records could be'anywhere, *or that reason,  itos which e anted to go see, whih we -

DA ém'iml:Mo OAIN,;J,Ifh&t’,Si_I;RightE-til y ol ywhere " For that reason,’the sites which 'we wanted. to-g0 568, ,.

" records exist, as you're speal ing of, on this business of MIA or POW’s. -
and North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos, or Cambodia, This whole .- ,y'ei’{,m Guyer. I understood that. =~ -

ey could be. T don’t think stch . 31 have seen wore not available to us; and that's why it took 1. o
o vsi 10 sites, beconss here wore physiosl diffculiesinvolyed. -

- get up out there now is. Communist dominated in every sense of the -y last question, and it's strictly éiplbrdﬁdry ] ‘witlllf-"yvoﬂur‘,“ §minent' T

- word, I don’t believe that there‘is -_an‘ythipg "rirllqrg,‘qrh‘ much morei' that experience in the gervice, with which we are very impressed, if you . =

- canbesaid than what Ttold you.” = =~ " “were to trade hats from a naval commander t0.a Congressman, what -

L I would like to say, sir, this does not mean that Wé“sh'(")'ﬁ'ldnf]‘)ul's'ué' | ind of pPre | .
- 2 Would like to.say, Sir, Bhis does 1ot mearl biab we snou'dn t pu " 'wind of procedure would you.recomm o8 8
with the greatest of vigor wlmbm;ght };e the‘ »ummtﬁ:OUtcome"ofﬂthese‘ e ﬁﬁ%&’dﬁf oals? That's what we're really tryingtodo.”

things and how they stand up. - ..

.- Mr. Guyzr. Did your son, at any time durmg his‘iimpx‘i“st)nfr'ient ahd “ o, the Secretary of State off-dead center, and get him into some sort -

end ‘we use as & committes to " 1

" Admiral McCar. Yes. I understand. My first operation would be to S

... after his release, pass along to. you any-,peﬁogal"vki,lqwl.edge.gfl people - . G¢ negotiations with. these people, and find: out how they stand.f‘_‘ - e

;ﬂhgﬁ'}ﬁéfﬁlﬁﬁgzﬁlﬁﬁw ledge? _. Mr. GuyEr, We have a meeting with himon March'd: . -
M GoymR, Not gt ally T e e s 3 b doing- it with-great-vigor,-and
1y Admiral MoGaxy. The big point that he mads to e was that.one - = - ﬁ}ffiigﬁzf’éoiiceerfuﬁegl&? R
- that I madeto you. That was that when they turned those thres bodies - “Mr, Guyer, Thank you very much.: . R
- over to us, this was not ‘a gesture of good will or anything of that - . " The Crrarrorax, That is our opinion,too. -+ 0
.5,01‘("-ié[t‘f,yas:81mplyr'prqoif‘“that‘*thgy.--l. Bidf"'nob"a;blded*by“ the Paris MrLloyd? e L L e
Comccords, o o e T T e S M Ty, Thanke you very mueh, My, Chajrmen. -

................

M e . The, Seorstary of State should be operating in <
‘ lle‘shoul _bBH,- ..

" "My, Gurer, When General Kingston ‘was here, ho described his . Tn that practice I conour wholehenrtedly. As fo moited
oo ks UOTER, YYen tienera 1 on_was here, -he " Tn that practice I concur wholehearted! . As'we have often pointed .
.xole in the Joint. Casualty Resolution Center a,nd’ indicated that it . dut?We' seegn to be having some difficulty igkeeping‘that'rollin'g along:

-I;,,,ﬂ00]1§1yfearzgVi]s!it,}IIO'cra'%hsites.-"""-- R P B
"+ " Do you think these three sites to-which you have referred would * = whatdothey hope to gain
" hold somo key tosomething wo should know! - roferred would, . whatdothey hopetogemt

: -sfiizggsi-the?e',some.redSOI} W hg}* didn’t “@ﬁt,“}"‘bﬁ"tb.ﬁéiﬁ fh.’OSéufhl"eefl ~this world and the United States is

O ahming that the people ore held a3 you havo indicated, Admiral,
T el MoGAN. T think we are up against o Teal problem with
‘ in o very dangerous situation. -
I'm talking about Soviet Russia, talking about Red China, and I'm -~ +

*_ Admiral MoCary, Thare might be, but in the first place, I never talkingvabout-the‘se‘*natidns to the South of. Red China such o8 Laog, = -~

heard that it took 8 years to visit—— .- . North

jetnam, South Vietnam, Cambodia, and others. -

- record. .

‘Mr. Guven. Not'3 years; 1 year to see 10. I-think that)s in the I thinl they would hold these people there, us port of an overall

. programtheyhave for defeating the Western countries. . -

. Admiral MoCarw. All right ;1 year to see 10, then. ST " Mr. Lroxp. Do you see them using these rp'gople'»in-negotlp{ti'o'néi n,

CoMrGunmYe G hefwtwed
_Admiral McCaxv, This piece of information has riever been avail- = Admiral MoCamv, Icertainlydo. - -~ " .
ab respect for General Kingston, but. I-question” . - Mr. Luorp. In 'Whiztmanner%’:.- S

- ablo'to me. T have gre

. thatlength of time, "
“+ .- Mr. Goyer, I think my testim
. The Crramman. That's correct. -

. were to sit before this committes and tell you that they

S Admiral MG, In this 'manner:TFbi"f"\‘vdﬁt Of'd'b'éffei‘.l‘exﬂimb.l‘."i' SR
onyiscorreeh, - .0 . let'ssay some North Viethamese were sittinghere~in'my'-}illace'..If.-t'h_ey
| A ave got one . - -

'Mr. Guyer. He was here'in. person, ;ippea;i'éd before thgi ;clommittee,“ " or more'of your very. fine young men, down here—and if you will' .

‘presented visual slides and on-site information. . -

declare the ‘war.is: over, then there are no more problems down here. ' .

... Admiral McCamv. Mr. Congressman we- have the hel'i'cdbt'éts;zdhd':'- . "We are a-part-of the world, but not as we would like it to be, WhenI * .

“wo have'the means, and we did retrieve a lot of these people who were - * say would like to-be, I want to emphasize not the kind. we wantitto. =

- shot down. We knew what we were doing all the time we were dealing - - be, but the part that continues to generate communism world-wide, - -
- with these people, = - - N A '

e I was <somevwhat3su,rpifiéé&i to hezu'~this'Yoéhef"stﬁa;téﬁieht "ft}hdtn'ybu, " wouldbe tothat; and that would be a beaut. . .~

_be-,'wl'dnga,nd’thegeneml,mgiybé right. - oo e '
o The fC.HAIWAN; If there is'no objection, Dr. Shields you were going -~ . -Admira] McCav. This is a very profound and good question from -
o tpmakesomeco.mment! e T T
: ; l\tlré'hSI-Im.-ps. General Kingston's point, I believe, alluded to the . -available to them to influence the public of the United States. They.
act that our men. ‘were lost in territory- not controlled by. friendly - ‘will do it just as (I1ui'<:k a8 it takes for you and me to walk out of this . - - .

. sources, 1.t "~ ro0m together sha

KRR ginghends, o T
. Mr.Luowo. Thankyouvetymuch. . - - nooio

" They might say just this to you.T'd like to know what your answer .

just made. I.want to back away from that one point; T may well .~ Mr. Lrovo. Continuing the thought further, do you "foféséé:thes‘é- g
T T aountries using this committee hoping to manipulate this country® -

" my. viewpoint. My answer to it is, “yes.” They'll use any means that's . .



W . Mr.Guyer, Thank you, Mr.‘Cha-iPmnﬁc-;i -

.. Whatlea
... Admiral MoCarx. The main point, not the only thing, but let’s say -

7" the main point that makes me believe that is so, aTe some of the thingg
. "that I have read in reports that have been handedtome. .~ .. T
- 'T'wish that I were still Commander in Chief of the Pacific, becaugy -
- Tcould then, without, your aid, obtain all soits'of information to:sub.
" stantiate a stand likethat, ' oo R
- I believe from my experience out there that the Communists liave -
-+ been trying to embarass our country. I think they will try to tise:any -

| v Do M

1 Just as well; to disband the committee at thispoint§ * .

[T .

~--:~Ilistened-witha great deal-of interest to your remarks, -~~~

‘- Your reaction that there are some live Americans over there is proh,
- ably and apparently sharéd by many others throughout the Nation,

cﬁ; you toi believe that some people are still alive in

- .- captivesin any fashion which they.can, -

[ B
f

Omis ’msule that’strue S e
"f'gu]ttgmvvg‘certaihly. don’t want to be misused,
re 0,0 ¥ Ay L

- Mr. OrriNezR. Put yourself ‘o'nl this

R oo .

What: we ‘Wlar.lt. to

do is open. tip the possibility of getting some - . -
" Admiral MoCain. Yes,sir,
foeyeball usandsays ot e
“I'm’ not going to.deal with those guys. I;ﬁ(:leqlt ‘with, fbl}e n, ‘

¢rust them ; there's nosense in-pursulng it. L cone round,.

ant en they get good and-ready to come around, th ,

e ss what he told us hefore. He seid: “You guys go. =

;. That's more or less wh

T Mv. Guven. Yon suggested that the Seeretary of Stato should get
off dead center and start doing something. - -~ - o CF

S If you were sitting across the table from tllie?S:‘é(‘:.lfefary:‘of Stgte', ﬁ*hﬁt g

" wotld you recommend that he do§ -

.+ got.todo is to.go.to every international body that we have, You have -
.- got tostart putting pressure on these people. - .~ . R
-7 When I speak of international bodies, I'm talking sbout all multi-

. + Such things as SEATO are, unfortunately, no- longer in existence,
-~ T've heard very great criticism of that since I've been back. .~ .
- When you sit_ down at a table -with leaders of. other countries,  be

o ~itrmilitary -or .civilian:Jedders, and you get into conversation.with.
. them, you get on practically afirst:-name basis, .- e
. Thatcan carry a great deal of weight in the determination of what’s ~ .

going on. I-would tell the Secretary of State that I-fee] the tume hag

- Tow come for him to take defensive action-as far as' many of toe ul- -

- tilateral and bilateral treaty arrangements aré concerned world:wide, .

Asia, o

‘ " Mr. Guyer, Thahk yoil; Admirdl; “

' Thatisall Thave Mr, Cheirman. . - .~ .. “" .+ again, I'm saying to you there was o time »
' ngard e T il be appronching world affi

+ Mr. Orriverr: From: your answer to the question that Mr, Lloyd =~ . i

- asked I infer that you think we'ré in o :position: to do nothing but

get used: by. the Vietnamese or misused. Do you think wo would do .

- Admiral McCaxx.-No, I donot,

I want to réaffirm this:point with you, Mr, Congressman, thatin . -

o - than going outside this building and walking down the street. -

- Admiral- \o LOALS4
- Admiral McCary. I would say to the Secretary of State that to visit. '

.~ Moscow.and Peking are all fine; and that in your viewpoint it might

lead to gréat things, But, Mr. Secretary, I think that what vouw have - .

A ind b ‘ , ' . yhich 'he had a lob commitied. He'd like b
oo lateral ‘and bilateral - arrangements  that we have throughont. this =~ | o, e dime via the
... -world, We have o number of them which I know that yow're aware of. “I don’t know if we could move this off the dime via the

 of State if he persists in the attitude we have seen so far,

. gon that has got to take action-on this sort of thing, from m

' Yietnam is concerned, if it hadn’ been :
L .'Xelsecc)uld have won tlllllaé‘: I-ZV ar without any.b
- thinksoornot, wecowldhavewon... . . ..o,
. . ' = "Phll\rillf‘.s(%giz%i;ni No sense ih-goln% baclt info that history. . .-
-+ Put the pressure on Peking and Moscow. to do the job so.that we ¢an .~ '

- get ‘the“se'peoplre clear of the situation:that now exists in Southeast -

our dealings in the world as a whole, it 18 8 tough world. It's tougher - |
.+ sent ne
. this 5o

o

ou doatthat pointd
priate; in-my position, togay. . ..
- Mr. OTTINGE

. Also, this $as a -iv;'er‘ri-b'lé‘ ‘Iadk of ‘éli‘c'c‘e‘ss,gih the pa;rtiéular area;in

- existed ; that's thie impression you get. - -

7 Admiral MoCar. I think you're taking the first step now. The per- =

y‘_humble;‘, -
viewpoint, is the President of the United States.~ - ' ‘

| 't been for certain powers back here, - -

" " ‘He's the one that’s got to move the:situation. Ag far ag the war ..

.~ Admiral MoCay. No, why not? Pardon me, sn{;é e ,?ought to byt

Mr, Orringer, Are you fsu'gg'estihg that, may

B thiab we ought to try it
- i . T'm-not suggesting that we ought to
e You ‘I'é;'-lél‘vgas a,"%igme wher if we had approached‘ o
‘ irs anyway, .1‘1;‘W9u'1_q haye\:w S

- been a-different matter entirely. - .-

M OMFINGER. Letme’askybuxsomgt:liinglep,; e
S %ﬁé%%iﬁ:mse'told;us that-there was 2 joint economic commission

] tion with the negotiations -onl';..thlg jl?arig'Aéco:xid.sﬂ.‘ '

-t get up in connection wich the.

o AdminlMoCamnNo,Tdomot, - - 0 SRR SR Rtk
-+, ;-1 think this committes, as I thinl I started out by stating; I think -~ =~ '

~¢ this s the committee that absolutely is necessary and can serve o =

- groat-service to the United States in its international position, . - .-

.+ 'Mr, Orringer. Those: negotiatipﬁ"szlhr‘e.stllged‘ ot least in a tentative
_agreement which was never. publicly dllsclo.s‘. ’

- sabstantial aid tothe North Vietnamese. = . .
| ore you aware of any of those negotiations

s long-winded dispatch from Washington, D.C; tel g me

side of the table, We're going to
ith-the Secretary of State and the Secrel;ttry of S_tate"lgiggl“;xlg:v o

ﬁ(lon';g‘.‘eﬂn'qugh..l'quq: 5

+thiore-an &-tall-with-them,-that's-fine; .'.but-AIZAm;_‘no‘i;..: gomgto have i
-an&l’;hingfto-dofwiththem;”, o e
- Whatdoyoudoatthabpoittl = o i Tvo neverhourd before. .
“ A dmir cCan. That’s.a entthat I've.neverheard before. . . ...
oy, Thts a'..‘:mgg;’?but I don’t think that’s appro- .
. I think you've got, to recognize that he's had s terrible © -, -
- time dealing with thé,ViZtﬁamege during the war, and that experience - - -
"',ha‘é'sduréd%i R | Jor arenin
e'd like to: forget that Vietmam. ...~

ecretary SR

rouble at all. Whether you |

ed, for our' giving very

" Admiral McCan. Not intimately so. When I say intimatelyf-no-on,e* s



§ '

o ”-5.0 .

M1 Orrmonn One of the 1ncred1ble thmgs 1nd1cated 1s the dlﬂl
cult -in desling with Mr. Kissinger..

‘ou know, we haven’t-been able to “get the detalls from our own

" Government. Such information as we have comes frorn the V1etnamese,' ,' L

and that’s not. a-comfortable situation to be in, .
* Admiral MoCarx. I agree withthat, -

" ‘Mr. OrriveEr. But you don’t have any knowledge about these nego- ‘,

. tlatlons, yourself?

" Admiral McCaix. No, gir, If I ma tll bé 5o bold before thls dlstm-

o gulshed committee, T'm not so sure at the Secretary of State has
» done his job com letely '

- ‘When I wasthere, the Seoretary of State took seven tr1 s to Pe-

o i .. kmg ‘Not once did he go to Tokyo, to Taipei, or. to Manila,

% “what's . happened—-thls w

" If you were one of th ese_countries:out thers, the only thmg you*
T can'draw 88 8. ‘conclusion, i8’ 3 that the United: States and ‘the genera]
. overall-trend of events is going to be towards Peking, That's. exactly
ﬁole business that occurred. to us It 1ust
o makes me sick, be¢aiise thers was no cause for thls, 1ther SRR

" M. Or'rmonn ‘Thankyou; Mr; Chalrman

* The CraRMAN, M. McCloskey? Ll e

Mr; McCroskxy, Admiral, I'm: sorry to have mlesed your earher
testlmony, but I wasat another hearmg ] I

‘Admiral McCatw; That's all right.’

" Mr,McoCrosgey. Knowmg what you. lmow of the terraln of North S

S Vletnam South Vietnam,. and Laos;.in ly;our judgment, could" any
e Ameucan ilot shot down in that terrain

. prisoner of either the Vietnamese or Laotian Governments? - |

. Admiral McCarx. I doubt it. We're white and they’re 8 dlfferent o

e alive today and not be- 8

color, entirely, . :
"+ Mr, McCrLoskEY. WhatIhave in mmd—— C

.~ Admiral MoCarn. I’ not makmg any asgersmns agamst the blacksl o
~ inthis country——God knows they’re just ag
- place else: Don’t get me wrong on that one.
" Mr:McoCrosxry, When I wag young and in the serv1ce, we had what ‘
. was called the school of survival, During the 1960, the’ tramlngf.
. instruction given to Americans who ‘might be captured
Che _evely effort to' escape, survive, and ultimately return, ' 3
. Forsome time, I had hope that if any Americans were shot down o
“in. Laos, they may have been able to find some place i in the. mountams .

" or in one of those river valleys and escape and survive,

- But now in 1976, it seems very dim indeed to hope that any of them '

- could haye surv1ved Had they been ablé, they would have’ tned to

~ . avoid capture and eseape down one of the. streams or.rivers, .
- ._What I'm trying to pin down:is: if any American soldier i is stlll -
o alivedn Southeast As1a, lie would most llkely be 2 prlsoner of one of

~ " these governments. Do you agree with thatf -
RN his ‘gets- back to. the: questlon Mr Congress- .=

- man, that was raised. before you got here—and that i is: “What the.

* chances are of having survivors.or missing in"action, in‘Southeast = -
' Asm9” My response to your point is that T think that if we have niiss- .

Admnal McCain..

_“ing in actions, or any one who falls ‘within that category, that if I -

s ‘were ‘their. famlhes, wouldn’t give up hope I thlnk t ere 1s always .

o chance that the. people would show up;.

ne as any Amerlcans any o

was to make o

1' MCCLOSKEY Do you understand my questlon nowl It s “If SRR

ther0 ig someone still alive in Southeast Asia, would not that person

 have to-be a captwe of the Laos or Cambo 1an or the Vretnamese i e

ments¥?"
Gxgllr‘hllral MoCary, I understand that

“Mr. McCroskey. Do you agree w1th thatl |
Admlral McCamn. Y

-+ T agree, with the exceptlon that in my tim, T haVe observed that L
hg Xmerl’can youth is very capable of overcomx’ng some extraordmary P

“difficulties—and the

“Mr, MoCrLosEEY. l,Nell take for exam le the Japanese soldlers that L

staged on. Guam for: over 20 years in the underbrush.

fte S
ur training as Americans was to avoid ca capture and esca e. A o
_undergoing that training in the -Navy, I think any. Amerlcan shiot ™~

down "would be motivated-to try and: %et out by’ thls tlme. ‘,._ PO

“Would that not be your judgment

dmiral McCamx. I think that’s. rlght I don’t 566 how you could L
apAly mathematical pr1nclples to somethmg that doesn’t lend 1tself R

to ‘mathemiatical analysis. -

T don’t think there is-any. questlon that they would try to e:};;%fs'

lenty of them, thak they could probably make JERORE

- ‘aléo think that & good enterprising: ‘American youth, 8.

what we've got," and p
an escape of some sort or other.”

" Mr. MoCrosxey. The problem that dlsturbs me with your festimony | - 5
" about "the Vietnamese is that we know, the Vietnamese ;place greab " - .-
- emphasis on saving ‘face. ‘How could they now; in' your judgment, - .. "

- hold & prisoner alive and yet tell s abso utely that there 1s no one.
1n their captivity? ‘ Sl .
"' What have they gamedb that?
- Admiral MoCax: Mr..

called communisin; They belong to & philosophy that1s entirely forei

to the’ way you.and I were raised in thls oountry, and he way peop 8 = S

. in the Western civilization were raised. EN
m " One of their purposes is to. get control of these people in any fashmn N

they can;,and they will do it..

h PR

" During the time.you and I have been ahve on’ the face of thls Eart! o

" we harve watched the decline of the British. Empire; it’s:gone, T can - R
_name to you, very nearly by sight, the number of places that Soviet AR
Russna has moved into, This is all communism, and. all wrapped up - . -

_in "Vietnam, Laos, and ‘Cambodia, and other places like that too, .
because of the manner in which thege people: have lived.

- Mr. McCrosxey. If the Vietnamese: have had someone’ a11ve and'!ll SRR

dlsclosed that to us now in a negotiating context, wouldn't they have

to concede either that:they were incompetent and didn’t know that a -
subordmate had someone 1};1 custody or, alternatlvely they would have‘ ER

"to admit they had deliberately lied ]
" T’ve never seen a Communist admit that helied,
*Admiral McCax. You belong to & ‘different school than I do

“a liar?" L
1MdC N but I’ve seen them he o AR
ﬁimﬁZCﬁKl:;N I l:llmk we all have seen them he But probably i

we are 0u1lty of 3 httle lylng of our own from tlme to t1me

ongressmani they belong to 8 phllosophy‘f R

Mr. MCCLOSKEY Have you ever seen 8, Communlst admlt he was :;



B ~ would have hkecf
- you want to know the truth, SRR IR
‘the State Department not so long ago make - - A N
1oopa 080 long ago make *pamese, the Vietcong,

had 'made with the Western world. I'checked the - oroup out there, ave &

. . manoff. There was no use sitting down talking to some sort of figure- - -
- Where does he get the i

T “Mr. McCLoSKEY.

' o .

52‘3 BT

B _ Adndrsl MoCiny, No.T hiad s unique job, M. Congresemn. T was

U itwas s unique job. Ambass
to have been: th

I heard somebody from

" ."the statement that the Russians liad never violated any treaty or any

© agreement that they

~ head about something of that sorf. - .- .
. these things? =~ =
But do

~admitted that he liedd T T T T '

- Admiral McCarx. I haven’t tallked to very many Communists. . . L BET
S M 08K s rinle story who. differences.
S hageyer admitted that helied? . e
Cvei Admiral MoCr. Tean't offhe
i oD T just want to tell you one thing,
- them, and T believe theylllie.. "
. *."'The CmarMAN. We've got on

- -anysense of the word, = o

| B . committee that met wi

- "Mz, MoCroskry. Do yon know of an examiple of one in hi

nd recall right now. .-
Mr. McCloskey; I don
<, - he UHAIRMAN, yye've ¢ more witness,
" nothad his chance to ask questions.. -7
© " Mr. GoNzarez. I just have o few questions,
_The Criataran; Fine: = = 7 T
o ._Ml‘-- GQNZALEZ;,Admil‘,a;], thanlk you forbeing\hé'ré'j,;i T

. T gather that you feel that there is some possibility th
1ican military may still be alive in Southeast Asia? -~ -

- Admiral MoCarw. T do, but T-don’t think it’s a

“Mr. Gownzaiez. - But yo

" Admiral McCarx: Yes; yes, sir. - °
.. Mr. Gonzarrz. You have no evid
" -Admiral McCamv. No. ™

-~ Mr. Gonzarez., Apparént]

At the time that this treaty

* “The North Vietnam

r-about surviving Americans or Americans who -

- havedled but who have not been accounted for? .

mpres_smnf,t_;hdi'i‘.thOSe b’e‘opblé hévgij vmlated "

you know of a single Communist that ever -

b ome A MEL: " atraid-of right now?
.~ .They are afraid of
~ manipulations in

large number in -

ev'dent;iary infomiatio.n‘ to thipt’ offect ? -

" "The North" ese ate saying that though thet may have been -
- ~the-case that we also ‘are in viclation of those agreements because ‘we

- have not complied with the promise to offer reconstruction, T prefer the
- word reparations because I think reparations is-a lot more equitable. -
. Now, given that set of circumstances, is- it your opinion- that.the .
- North Vietnamese would care to disguss any information they haveofa.
- definite nature eitlie » Americans wh

- -prepared for.

- crossing the s

Vv, aS ‘Was Ve'l‘iﬁed b'y the members of ﬂlis o
‘committee that met with the North Vietnamese, the factis slowly devel- -
. -oping that our representatives and leaders have committed our Natioh .

-~ 'to some kind of reparations. . .- - . oo oo T
. At'the that this treaty of Paris was being' concluded the for- - -
- eign press-had o specific report to that effect: There was nothing gen-

erally reported to the American public officially, However, some of our .

" that they w
Can

C M
.-+ Laotian,
- that. there’s
v goncertd. .

., Admi

" gver,and I think that these people,
- pdefinitive stand againsb the United
% believe jn - lar problem that might arise. " "
T oM, Gonzanez, Wi
but Mr. Gonzalez has . stead of now. seeku;é -.

Vie't'namese?- CE

- Mr. Gon you do think thers is a possibility that one or .~ Another thing
. two-or. three or some small number ‘could.con.cgiyably_ bef oo v

_ One point in issue is that the Red

" amount of bearing and influence in all
. ‘warlike or anything else; taking all our money,
anissue,too. - oL S
. They are apprehensi
. 'Mr., GonzALEZ. So,

-~ officials privately conceded that such indeed had been.s premise... - . disclosure on the part o

- Our officials now seem to feel that the treaty of Paris or understand- -
.. ing of Paris, it '
Vietnamese. -

- State to meet and either cajole, that 15 0 y in | T
" or threaten, how. could we do it if-we would be doing it from a posi- ' -

“Would there be any reason in your, opinion;Why‘:thby-Should‘even' EET
~up there with the United Nations for 2 years. I didn’t ask for itand’ " ~want to-give us that-infor o SRR TR
ob. Ambassador Goldberg was Ambassador then. T ~
ere with- Ambassador Moynihan, if

mation?. . .
rom. & position

_We're not bargain
ould use )
d only for something elsef.. "
" Admiral McCarv. No ‘I don’t. I don't
tii‘e ‘Communists, the L
out to enter into any sor
soine sort of gain t

ing f

aotians or any: of: the.

us unless they can see ok

o us.

at each one of these entities; Cambodi
are monolithic structures,
or do-you believe

Gonzariz. You feel th
Vietnamese, Chinese,
differences in that group,

beli '

iral McCAIN think’ le; there
I don’t think that those differences are meaningful, how--

States 25 3 group on eny particu- .

' 7, What if, a8 some

would ‘decide for the time being they. are not
that, and. would' decide to move southeast, = . -

‘not, then engender some fear-in"suc

geopoliticians

" Would this

' :i),ollylﬁu

" Admiral McCaix

Southeast Asia, They are scared to death of it.: -~

problem has been raised before, too, is the possibility of Red China "
. straits of Taiwan and going into Taiwan, -~ .-

. They are not about to do these things. =~ -
about their own mnor :

with Russia. No. 2 is.that you can’t f

f any
Cambodian, in

we were to prevail on ‘t}ié,Sébi‘e‘tary df "

- Mr. Gonzarez. Therefore, if ‘
that is offer so

" tion of weakness rather than strength? -

* .. "Admiral McCa. You'd better get particulars rights, If you think
. “we're got strength, we , Mari
Chere to discuss: what we need in the

. Mr. Gonzavez. I understand. .

need a1 Army, Marine Corps. I didn’t come

of strength, Ts it your opiion -
that asa 'meavllls“-idf‘:negptiaﬁlon.for something else L -
it thinl that the North Viet-

t of megotiations with o
':‘%ﬁghtffllQb-be.japparent T

or do you fe‘_ei o
they work in

il sl groupsof poples ey~

ag a group, would ‘certainly take . o

‘ thinkers ariticipate; Chin, jn-
confrontation withi the ‘R,ussians,-wouldd,ecgc]te,: sl
quite

ch 4 people as l‘t}ie e
Jnow what the Red Chineso are really
what Russia is'c‘ldir_ig' iii\}‘iervihaheﬁverings and .

that you've got to .remember about this, and this .

Chinese are frightened to death. » .-
thern border: which is.about 8,500 miles long S
orget that Japan has a certain = . = -
of this although she may not be - - .
1might add; thatis - .0 .-

Vév-njbbiit wlr:j{tiiyé, ﬁii‘gliﬂdpﬁith the 71’:.]'1"Fl'eé£'.' o
therefore, you would foresee no ‘meaningful - °
.one "of these groups whether Chinesey. .
v seem b aotian, C dia; ,{:he.:line,,tha;t"we’pe:interestgd,;in'.i;nl_'ess";some,-' S
wasn't eally o treaty, has been violted by the North By fbwotlirbomc o their bonefibn somo g1 .

mething in friendship

way of Armed Forces. = . .



" Pin just trying to figure out what it is that we can reasoninbly expect - whete We started, b¢<=ause-t‘hé'qt'hejr,si.déf/.obyiou31y<51éh9ws_‘the_fdi[r‘r}:en’-j R

5—.:.-:1'; ... in-whatever-effort -we_decide.to. make, . inA.pzjessi‘ng.,-t;hé._Secx;eta;zy.j,;,of_,,‘_,.j,,.;_._ sions of our strength. -

.. - State to take a definitestep, -~
. Admiral McCain. Yes, " -
. Mr. GonzaLez. T agreewithyou. - . oo o o
- . T don’t think there is any reason why anybody, much less those who .
" have won the war, would want to enter into a conversation with us =
"+ unless there wagsomething that we could offer... .. = .. = = '
... They're not coming in to comply from 8 position of weakness, at -
© lesst Tdon’t think that's their attitude, -~ .~ - o e
~ . Admiral McCain: No, .- L

n Gonzalez, in order to

—eslons 0 el MoCar. T dowt kmow How this mightgo: T don’t Jenow -
" what the reaction if,f ‘ ace | 1 Re aand Soy
‘anyhody at this table can'answer that question. .~ . .
To try is at least a ‘atter-of record. We haven’t even,made the try. -
eason.to believe that we liave Americans both civilian and military, - RN
- P A dmiral McCar. Right.
, B R T  Wh g'_ est. Way b Prp’ceed‘? With the limita- ~ -
L ‘h.I;_don’t knogv' why, but it always catches me just like the chairman of  tion. of ‘the legislative branch: in “general, snd ‘this committee - -
- the accommodations, - -t L e hal possib 0% SuCCess 1 | ; SR
i . You have.gob to have strength, Congressm fnventory of those, who:are dead but not accounted for as of yetiand
o _"f_a,(i,&th&sevpgople'xr:ld'cet what we need. . v'd RITEE erhapSfS’Om'e"'thg'?‘ o T T
L.t Mr. Gonzatez, Admiral; I agree in strength, and being strong.. - . . then.. T T TP
-7 Admiral MoCarn. Yes.' ’ ;g,. TR g » NG Derg SLEONg.. - . Admiral MoCam, No. It's not hopeless. I think that a committee
..o Mr, Gonzavez, Obvious] _ | . ike this could well be the seec. Jor generaiiis Avi: A MURRTORAS
~leaders including the commanders in chief that doesn't seem to posi-- ~ that might-ultimately-free these people, I.¢ iink the:second point 1s - ;. .
ton g, e i OMEEER I I I AT that th‘iusvcommrttee.cpuld'genepate.'qqestxonS't_hat;’would.ha{ve_a;,worl,d-;‘ B
. Cgidedmphct, oot LT e
" while, we also have some doubts about, the readiness or the degree of = - This committee i3 going o have 8 worldwide impact on thes‘e\tllungs‘ L
.- strength in our countrfr;‘and in the Congress itself: I don’t know 'what. ' ‘thathave taken place out in the Far East. o L '
- T'don’t see how in the world we cin reconstitute an AirForce that in - “and NSA. These things always have a bearing on. this subject. How . -
~about 4 months will have the level strenigth that it h;a,d_, beforé we oper- . doyou use intelligence sourceg in order to give to s committee of this .- -
" Admiral MoCar, T not with the State Department right now— - sent, the background with which to go-ahead with further inquiries. =
.,'and'I-’don’t;knOwEreciselywhatitmightbe. ' isthing - 0
o : e Paris Peace Accords—Ilet’s say the same sort.of -~ I might.add, if you proceed, you're going to find that yow're.going..
~ conferences were to be initiated in Paris; Paris is a-good place. Paris - to be'given the means and the weapons by‘WHICh‘to'brlngt,e:Secretary o
... Mr,Gonzarez, I've been there briefly. St i yawhave, o L
" Admiral McCa. I’ve been there a couple of times. Ina place like ~ = M Gonzarzz, No; T would think the first requisite would be at Jeast
""" to these characters from the Communist side that you had better go: - that. P P S R TR A
o '~al%g with what we are proposing right now. At least make that step. .~ - “From the beginning we had just asmuch reluctance and accessibility
. Mr. Congressman,.can you tell me one step forward that we'vemade . .. ‘Government as we've had from the Communist. -~ -
* " in"the United States in"this very precarious. world in:which we're .~ Admiral McCaix, Yes, sir. . -
" example of things. We can’t continueto live like this, .. * " "Admiral McCar~. My own personal reaction is that having been.in AR
| ‘ ‘ 'tk \ama, § ~the job that I mentioned :%rem‘ously,congressmnal; linison, I'thinkit's = - = -

y oing to-take place between Red China and Soviet - -
" Russia. I don’t thin
Mr. Gonzarez.. Well, given the set of facts that we do have, is there . -
~ gtill over there! We desire to obtain even mi'nimgl‘informi}tiop‘.f s
o _ Mr. Gonzavrez, What is the best, i}v-s,}" to.
. : * particular, what:is' the possibility of success in’ even. obtaining an S
! gree in % Tt geems hopeless, then. . ~
fously some decisions havé been made by our  liko this coild well be the sced for generating nctivity along the lines - o
U T don't \kr'ioW"véhaﬁve"can”do about thatnnmedmtelyIn the mean o
-~ can be done immediate *" -The third point is this: I have read so much shout the CIA, DIA,
. atedinthe Koreanwai, caliber, and of the standing that you distinguished entlemen repre- -~
-and L'd N ©into thig thing? - ™
*'We spoke of t i
" is nlways a peacoful place, I don’t know whether you've been there, . of State into line on some of these things. Tt is not an ensy job that - o
 that, you sit down at a conference table and the United States says - to develop some @ypebf 'codpergtiye;gffolrt,‘ but'Ollr.probljem is exa‘ct_‘ly.“ U
haven’t even made that step. - . “to-information and reluctance to ive it from ,Ouri’o,wp branqhgs_of.‘ i
living? We're. about to- give -away Panama Canal, Tt's just _.anq't}_ieri Mr. Gonzatez, Both are a problem; both have.one "thi_nginfcdmmbn‘;,‘
efense to get the information, and.to make .-

[ [Laughter.], -

"My, GongaLez, I don’t know about Panams as long as Dan Fioo‘d"f .-+ the job 10né
TR © T i up to the Department of Defense
it available to-committees like this.

-i8in the House, - - .. .

" M. Gonzavez:-T have directed thes questionsto you because you . -

" Admiral MoGay. T'm very humble about it, Mr. Gonzslez,

: .. Mr. Gonzavrrez, Nevertheless, you have been there, ..~ - . ="
. Assuming we would have concerns that were. hypothetically dis-. =
- cussed, it seemg that unless we did have that strength we would'be back -~ - -

. hos don fairly well. I don

Gonzarez, 1 appreciate that, . . 7
Admiral McCan, T feel very strongly aboutit.” -~

b ou-can get on with the business .- ..

= - which is rightly our business and I put myself in'the category with -~ . "
" have been in a position of very. high command.. Yow've been there - . yoﬂgentleme'n,'lfv oudon’t mind, on thisone..- =~ . .o

' wheretheactionis,” o il s S0 0 TR ' | |

" Mr. Gonzaixz. However, I believe that the Department of Defense - -

't really have s complaint; but I find reluc- = = -



St Admiral

' in that Washington Post about this business of lenks, 0t
one of the things that has had a great effect on' those in the exccutive -

T The Cratrman, Thank you. -
. " below the Secl'etalf{
: )

. .. capacities, and we
“the United States: .

“ . President:. o T
¢ The President has agreed to-meet only with & select number from,
. this committee. I haven’t been one of those; so that mayalso give e .
.~ the impression of the Jack of cooperation, .~ R
RPN appointee shouldn’t be amenable if the

. The Cramman. We have one more

" “much having you heretoday. -

o "While

o uled tor
- .. Kissinger, - =

B T T o
Vo L ot ‘ PR ' . P n o L v
. PRSI ol Ve C EARI e .
! oo L [ . :
. v B .

- " tanco both fi'.oni ,the Plesulentaswell as ‘,Ithé-.Seére'to;ry' of 'St'nfé,‘-afn"dl :
" utleastthat's my opinion. Te RN

* ¢y Director Bush yesterday on the phone about’ coming before our -

:, ’\57‘ .

Bt than E'"r“o’ii"-'\‘r'éi‘}f"rn”u‘ch'foi"ydinr‘patielicé., —

~ “toons everyday.

side of the Government when it COmeé to talking. .

'Tet me add'one thing to My. Gonzalez’ comment. - - . ,

aet that on the record sineé you brought itup.” -+

. wanted to

-~ have. b(}atiOnl‘e'a ersonalizationof téle"])epﬁrtment-df State. Th% Sec- .
" retary hasnot divulged to those underneath him some veéry significant . 550 5o e o TIT O
: .,’_"',-'fitéts.“'I,thiti’k'the'alt’tempt.s of the Assistant Secretaries to éooperate; o SELECTCOM ITTEEON MISSINGPERSONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ST

" with us on the subject have been frustrated by the fact they have not - ' | P

* been. told by the Secretary-of State what they should be advised of. .
ment on.that in the final report: There are..

. T think  we might.comn
" facts apparently known only to the Seeretary.” = .
. Mr. Gonzargz. May I comment on that. LT
- Apparently the Secretary doesn’t communicato with the President,
either; at lenst that’sthe impressionThave.. =~~~ . o o

o Now, I haven’t be ]

“Bub T fail to'sec why the Secretary.of State,
4 ouldr | o Presidentis. =
Thot's what T'm referringto, .~~~ =

- _you very muchj you've been most helpful and: we appreciate very

- +Ithank you, You've been mos_t*hélpfiﬂ‘fdf.th'e‘\'éommi'ttée.ﬁ :
- Admiral McCaxn..I'm honoied to.be here; =~ .-

- I never expected after retirement.to be invited lia‘c‘,l_cfto:,such an’im-- .

portant operation. Thank you very much. -

" Pursue what you're doing—I think you're right,

"~ The CuairmaN. Thank you, |

meet on March -

n- ono of those privileged to meet with the. -

;kjg'e‘iiig"xt:he P'r‘esiden:t"s i

witness, Admiral McCain, thank.

o Mr. MacDonald, the Staﬁ Director is ,géfting'i‘n]‘po'sitibii, rd
~ like to mention again to the comnittee that:we are tentatively sched- -
5 4t o working breakfast with Sectetary

McCary. I'm delighted and _honoréd,,I know ybﬁ see V"c'ar'-: e
in the Washington Post newspaper: There's a cartoon
I think that is
gome-feel ‘of -what Cambodia-
P Mp. Gonzatez, Pardon me.

lioence sources in-order to followup on our mission here. .-

intel

"Did you announce on March 6 we. ﬁoﬁld‘ hiave, .

e could be in session, .. oo o o E
- The fifth is tentative and there 18 & very: good chance that we can - -

meet with Dr. Kissinger.

- Angus rec':eiv"'?evd‘:hiﬁmitsterslbdq,gfreqia.nd ‘ :
o had ahialite.  inthe Korean War. He has & briex presentation tomake.. o o o
have had absolute 'Mr, MacDonald, you may begin. . o

L iO‘tlp'jl)roElem. has been secing the Sceretary of State, himself.” -
. Mr. McCroskry. Could T just add something from our side. I think -
. that one matter that has come up in our proceedings during the Jast

- b months that should be commented on.-While we h
s+ cooperation, from the - Assistant, Secretaries of State, there seems to.

- o o distinguished 31 years with the Marine Corp. Heretiredin 1973. . "
' d balance and selected a good staff. In fact, =

~ Angus has kept'a good 1ce- and ¢ , good st
{ think it is an outstanding staff 'WOrkmiﬁon‘ this situation,

of the Tour Party Joint Military Team, - -~ -

~ "1 will merely address my remarks to the points of irpmedigte‘in’té'r'est

to the committee.

. The CHAIRMAN. Without ‘o‘bjection',.‘sdibﬁdefe‘d.,.’" )

" .The.concern of

- gpan, The Commi
. been exchanged.-
- A Four Party

. Mr. MacDonarp. Thank you, sir. = "

Military: Commission that was given a 60-day.

4’

cuss them separately. . .~ .

. *Blographienl data 'appen‘r'smoi}‘ p.460. - .
o aSeep 320, o

L eete—s

".ré.nk'fo;stﬁ?uf S

| Imlght say that T have: n;fit't'en- the new CIADn‘ector, 1 tsﬂke'd

" sommittee_and ways jfwé‘."‘ca;n“':jobt,,ix'in“"in'fdrmai;i.c"n'r*fromft‘he'-"CI.-Af'onf;- e

" {Ve have followed up on'trying to get in touch with officials ihli e
Cambodia. We're writing, contacting everybody we can trying to get - .

© 'As chairman of the committee, we've had the cooperation from'those - The Cramsan. Fifth; that is aFrlday, Ut thpre’s a posmbvl‘h.t'y‘ o
of State, working in Under Secretary of State:
ave had good cooperation from t_;'}lg President of - re LY. & o . Y
'*‘*:'---i“'--~1'—'--r\7ﬂfé*llaVe~’~h'adt—'inofprdblems,‘;Eifeiiy»:{tili‘r'l_é_ﬁ.I;hzix:éi;célleci.,L't.ll'é.J'Y}'.l"ite'.....‘_.-i;; "Lt me say for the record, I have certainly been pleased with the = -
" House wo have been able to see the President and talk.to him; and I~

is.thesis concerned POW,’.Q; Ao )

GTATEMENT OF 7. ANGUS MecDONALD, STAFF DIRECTOR, HOUSE .~ s

M. gD, M. Chaisman, with your poimision, Pd ks o~
anter for the record certain documents dealing with the history and - -
the chronolo B

-+ The Paris-peace treaty was signed-on 'Janual'Iy'27 , 1973, A separate:
* "protocol provided Afor implementation:of article 8 wh 3 .
“the éxchange of prisoners of war which was to be accomplished ny a o
" Four Party Joint ife. -

8 which deals with K

ssion was to dissolve when the final prisoner had -

o A Joint Military Team was to implement article 8(b) - - . =
" which dealt with missing in action and repatriation of remains. - °
~  Article 8(¢); dealing with civilians, was to be-handled on a'bilat- . -
*“eral basis between the Vietcorg, or PRG,and the Goverhment of South : .~ - *
o Vietname o e oo T L e e T
] the Four Party.Joint Military Team was solely to .- -
“iinplement article 8(b) and protocolsodeseribed. =~ -t ot
~-The U.S. delegation to the Four Party Joint Military Team really . = =~ -~
~* took two separate tracks. One co.nc_e‘rnedj‘repatriationj: of known re- . . -
'mains; the second concerned providing information to the other gide.. -
"~ Although these actions took place concurrently, I would like todis- -~ =



R o
. . n B f
"o

.- craft.rather
- the-other 2.

... To the: best of m knowledore, he s stlll in that cemetery in Hanor,
J *i"and Yie reriaing unidentified; _
o7 “The PRG made soms initial overtures to turn over the lemalns ofv .

RS approx1mately 40 Americans they held in South Vietnam. . :

| They 1eneged and to tlus date the remams have not been turned‘
<" oup-any. difficulty. . Sl
"'The coordinates are expressed in 6 ﬁgures whrch, under normal eir-
cumstances, would indicate accuracy wrthm 100 meters, assumm«r that B
-the basic coordinate is correct. ! R
Unfortunately, this degres of: accuracy does not apply to all of these RN

. coordmates Those located by means of aerial photography, precisely.-- - * .

-over. |
L4 The' second ares in wh1ch the Four Party Team funetloned was m -

A lSeepp "00—281

}January 27 -that they had the reniging; of 23 Amerrcans, who had dled‘

" in captivity in North Vietnam.

.. The PRG announced that 40. Amerlcans dled m capt1v1ty 1n South.

" Vietnam. Negotlatlons for: recovery of these remains began in April -
11973, and it was 11 months'before the ne

L w1th return of 23 remains from North .

_The 24th set of remains, reported by the DRV tobe Amerrean, was

ootiations were consummated
jetnam, =

~located in a cemetery together with two other American graves. .

Since that [})‘ 1t1cu]ar 1nd1v1dual allegedly died in 4 crash of an air-
t an m captrvrty, the remams were. not turned over wrth

'

| Wrth respect to recovery of remams, the DRYV had announced on‘ Note that 1t 1ud1cates the namc, service number, grade, se1v1ce, date e

~Josty Tace; sex, vehicle, and last location.

1f yowll glance down the vehicle column you will see the ﬁrst-;j;fv.” )
ntry——-AGA an attack a1rcraft The next MIA was m a UHlC,' NS

ellcopter

- The eighth entry-is-a Ford truck
~ Qver 80: percent, of our MIA. losges: are alreraft-assoclated

In'those cases the type pircraft is shown, If the MIA was in a tr uck o
or Jeep, that vehicle is shown. When the vehicle column is blank b
,ndlcates a ground combat action. 7 A
- Perhaps of greatest significance ig the noxt column, the gud coordr-;‘ C

It the exchange of information.
. The: DRV

tab A you will see four different dates, begmmng w1t11 Apul 1978, aud' -

contmumg through April 1975, - -

. These are dates on which data | processm hsts were prov1ded to the
L other three delegations, including the South Vietnamese. In the third
* . column, you'll noto the number. of persons lncluded on’ the hst be-‘
' ginning with 104 on April 17,1973, - .
The next two lists in. May of 1973 contaln 2 558 names The hst

 tuirned over in June of 1974 consolulated the two hsts provrded m

. -‘.May 1973 and also totaled 2,558.
.The final list in Apnl 1975 is shghtly smalle1 There were 2401‘

,names on that list.

. - The detrease in names resulted from the deletlon of boclles 1ecovered a
S and over water crashes, far distances out atses, . -

.+ The enemy would have no, opportumty, really, to have any 1nf01ma-
B tron about them, -1 - -
If you'll turn the pége, you w1]1 note 2 memorandum sngned by the o

L ‘Chref of the U.S. delegation to the Four Party Team,

.. It’s followed on. the- next page by the Vistnamese tr anslatlon, and
o v_*on the.next page by the title block of the list of 2,558,

: Of direct concern to you is the last page under tab A Thrs repre-‘

S sents the first page of names on the list that you.saw. The headmgs are
co .1eally the only areas that should be of 1nterest "

“ites identifying-the location-where the incident. oceurred,

The first-entry in that column’ happens to be.OW, or Over Water o

- The coordinates ‘are expressed in terms known: to the other 'side.”
They do have. maps and are capable of readmo' the coordmates wrth-

L -claimed that they had not partlcrpated 1n combat in.
. Soith Vietnam and, therefore, had no personnel missing in South .
i VHetnarm. No. DRV requests for mformatmn were made to the Ame1 -
7 ean delegatlon by the DRV. ' '
. Our side began to provrde 1nformatlon in two ways First was the‘ :
SR prov1s10n of data processing lists which contained sufficient data to
" cnable the DRV and the PRG to begin their search for information. -
- " There'is & booklet * on the table i in front of you. If you'll turn to- -

‘The third, entry is & dollar swn Tt happens t 0 ha% absolutely no'..
meaning. Instead it isa random. o‘host entry of no si gnlﬁcance no--

on the greund probably meet that accuracy requlrement w1th no-

"_dxﬂiculty

Other coordmates, Where the loeatlon i s1ghted from hlgh erform-, o

ance aireraft or a-patrol on the ground are probably reasonably accu- . .- |

rate, except in some cases a person reporting the location didn’t really -

know'. where - he was; therefore, the reported coordmates are. not PR

'.accurate : | A

' ‘Sometimes even. 50 ‘meters s not good enouorh to find'a specrﬁc loca- A

- tron,] partlcularly afte1 a number of years and 3 traumatrc arrcraftj o
crash, .7 - o

- For enample, in some cases the coordmate represents the runway the

pilot was last seen-taking off from, or it may. represent some place . - -

30,000 feet over Vietnam where a pilot was last reported by radio;and - * .

' perhaps never heard from again. In that case, the coordmate could be PR

50.0r 100 miles from the. nctual erashsite. S
Unfortunately, the. data- processing’ hsts given to the V1etnamese o
were not precise and accurate, Recogmszr thls, the U.S. delegatron to

" the Four Party Team began carly; with agsistance: from the Joint - L
Casualty Resolution Center, to get deﬁn1t1ve 1nformatron ‘ R
~If you will glance at tab B you will see a series of dates beo'mmnv o

on August, 6, 1973, and going through February of 1975.

.~ The second column shows the number of folders turried over. eltherf PRI

"to the DRV or PRG: The third: column shows ¢he numbe1 of 1nd1- S

_vidual cages described in each folder. - .- o
~For example, two individuals might be-shown i in the case of an F—4 Lo

alrcraft ‘The crash of a transport: a1rcraft mlght reﬂect 10 or 12 in- .

-~ dividual casesin a, single folder, . - L

e By February 1975, a total of 87 folders mvolvmw 107 US mdr- B

o f';v1duals was. turned over, to the DRV and PRG R R



... "tion.of the loss, In this case it was precise.

CUPRVL e

- " " Unfortinately Cambodia did not.participate, therefore; none of the -
- folders ware directed to that government by the U.S. delegation to the .-
. Tour Party Joint Military Team. =~~~ 0 0 0 e
7 We did leain; however, that in November of 1975 the.De(im}rtxnent of o

o TheJC

.. can-on. whom. ¢ 3 sufficier ! ild | ,
. ‘missing ‘Americans cxcept.those for whom: there .is no information -
- other thanthe date and arough coordinate. -~ - . .

o v pb. 287-305. ¢

SRR e

O'.f"tlie:f 107 ,2 were lﬁfef, rétﬁr'ncvd,'td‘ the U.S. delegation

**In the end folders on 103 indi?v‘i.dt'mls“'wéré,actliritglliy:tﬁrned.ovel;".‘ .
. If you will just turn the page in your boollet you will see an example -
~ of one of the case summaries given tothe DRVorPRG. = - "0

" Noto this was an actual case if which we have changed the name to -

. John Doa and removed. the picture; Normally: the picture is here

- (pointing). The.descriptive summary is in Vietnamese. Turning over
"' g'couple of pages you see the dialog 1n Bnglish, ottt 0
Both"-'cmpi‘es‘were:pr[ovlded to the Vietnamese. The fifth page isa -

- Xerox copy of the map sheet which indicates fairly precisely thé,locm -

" One hundred and five of these cases fwgrqturhedfbwi‘%tbf’t;h':offPIRGfoirf-

- vante?ro\?ided to a senior Cambodian official at the United Nations in -

" Now York a complete listing of all American servicemen and civilians - - abilit riate new cases at that ¢ Ve ha sted
.. -that some of the new case summaries be provided to:the committeeso - . -

in jtg future visits, the committee can serve asa conduit of informatiori...- =~ -

" Mr. Guyer. Mr. MacDonald, do you have an"updated figure-of -~ ' .

" currently cartied unaccounted for in'Cambodia, = oo
Wit respect to Lnos, none of these folders had been tuined over

" with:the éxcoption of the ﬁ?evthis,comm}ttjee-ti}med over in Décember " |
of 1975, In addition, otie specific caso involving 13 missing persons -

" was oiveir to-the Lao. The case is generally known as “Spectre 17" in’

" which 13 of the crew aro still unaccounted for. . .-

We would. hope one day we might gain an acédiintiﬁg for them

: " However, T understand that an effort was ‘made to provide some
- additional documents to the Pathet Lao." o e

.. To date we havern’t been able to locate that list. As T imderstand, the-

" Lino propared their own format, differing slightly from those shown - Lhere ™ '

" in your brochure.-- "

- The.JCRC? 'a,'_ttendptéd"t‘d;c.ohlfblrr‘_n'jt,o:'ilié fﬁﬁhdt .prbx%i'déd‘bj Laos, .

" T liave 1o idea of the precise number of cases that presumably were -
turned over, . oot S T
T thinlk the most significant factor at the present is that DOD does .

o not have the.conduit of the Four Party Military Team by which to .

. -transmit S%e‘ciﬁc casesto the otherside.
" persons on a continuing basis:
- these have been completed, .

. They involve-personnel

t-the present time more than 900. of’

who have been presumed dead, who have

" - Dbeen. dotermined dead, and who-are still listed as missing inaction. .

o © . Some relate. to killed in action and bodies. not, recovered. There i

no- priority for any single category of missing Americans. Ultimately-

.. the case files and narratives will be prepared for every single Ameri-
there is sufficient information. This would include all -

. . . 2 R : NI . X
. : '
. . .

C has been prepar %n@rratif\re;s'ummaries on all missing .

- U Me, MoCioskey, What is the time framo? When' will it be .
e nitially-the- DRV -accepted-those 2 folders, but they were turned - . AP e
o bacizl'\xlrithytlle' admonition that the U.S. d'elegat,ion s.hould*dg‘,al directly =
" with the Government of Laos. L Pl

completed?

* " frst and then thero 1s the requirement to translate to Vietnamese,

. We're 'goihg.tOgdo" it before we finish. our-work. It is g continuing - '

- process, sit: However, until we receive the remains it would be difi- = .
-cult to tell whether the Vietnamese are merely going by the hard cases = -~
that we know of or also are providing. information on.cases about .- .

“which we know nothing. -

" In many cases the coor

- wouldbeinsucheases, . . oo T e
. What T meant to suggest, sir, was that this committes can serve as. "

gome'40’05503 were turned. over in Hanoi, but -0
those.were duplicates of cases previously provided through the Four .- -

g conduit for JCRC.:

- Party Joint Military Team.:

" Duplication resulted from the quick natureof tﬁﬁt,tﬁb‘an'd}.lt'he'.in-.,vf S

) _ d_in’ate'wnsv.‘t'he end bf the“,r{u‘nfva?; I’m sure co
"+ they have. 'abs‘olute’lyjcomplete‘i‘nformation'-\o'n"-.the‘aircr.aft wreckage. -
' ~'-_~“--injsoxne'—-of~-th‘ese:cases;w.Gertginlyy:.tl1ey"~1§n0\vfeyvliel*e-t'h_e;p119t78-;rem£1;in8'---i:;;-..—-é---;.--J-

“ Mr. MacDoxaup: I hesitate-to-speals for- them because-the- JCRO ..
* program is 8 continuing project. Last year they prepared some 800 - -

" Cases. Tt will continue until the very last hard case is prepared. . o -
" There is some delay, of course. Narratives are prepared in English - -

. ability to'get appropriate new cases at that time. We have: requested L

‘those missing alltogether? = : - *
- “Mr.MacDonawp. Yes,sir. .

- Mr. Guygr. As distinguished from known dead, butnot recovered? = ' .
_:Mr. MacDoxatn. Yes, sir; 798 military personnel are. currently .

carried in active, missing-in-action status,

‘Mr. Guyer. And notf.réébvé‘i'ed?‘: -

- Mr. MacDoxarp. And not recovered. All of these deal with persons
~ orbodies that have not been returned. "~ - R IR
-, And there are in térms of killed in action or bodies not recovered, - .
‘that is determined dead, 1,119 Americans; . - - .

UM Govem L1199 0 o
Mz, MacDonaro, 1,119 killed-in action; bodies not, recovered, or - -
"ones determined to have died while in missing status. The total number =~~~

2] .

.. of Americans who did not return from Indochina is2,518, . . .
- 'The Cuammax, Before we lose. any ‘more members, move to-the: . .
- eategorios of the missing Americans. . - 10 - R
" Mr. MacDowarp. You will recall that at the last heating the Chair--
man asked the committee staff to prepare a matrix showing categories. - =~
-of hard cases. Youw'll find under tab G the chart we developed, -~

. We are actually. talking about hard cases. We made no attempt. to.
 determine whether the person was alive, possibly alive, or probably’

alive. We were coricerned first with cases where we have strong evi- -
detico that the circumstances of the individual’s loss are such that the

. ~other sidemust certainly know what happened tohim. - .-

- Thirty-six are still carried as prisoners of war. The totalis 834 acs . .
tivecases of personnel still missing, .~ . ol 0 T O P
There were some 565 ‘p._resu_mptiye-, ﬁlld_ings of death since Jannary1; . e



~. . hostile conditions,. = -

i

L him® °or "e’gd 18 ,’,19"“3"‘91?‘391‘.‘10“.-' It is “Do they know aboy ~“Mr. MacDonaL. "The.only onés now being conside
' T T Shere the rimary next of kin: reques

red arc those

ts 0 -case review. If the review " = - |

L7 fThe second category is Tess hard. Tt is based o 1o ,
 second category i3 less hard, It is basel TR
ST :}i:llllﬁa 1i:hat the'enemy’ could kiow the fate or-"i)(tlﬁ'?gfh?‘tmp £ SOMme ovi.-

O l{l%w wtlllla,t&lappened. '@ or-burial site; that is thy)
7 We list 2 third catégory in which our fesnds i s i
that the enemy hagcz-ff’}g?,ﬂ&;’;,ﬁ?‘@gur: IfOCOrdsglv.e: no indication . The CaarMaN, Mr.Gilmant = -~ -

.. Mmany cases WK,ere the Dépaértmén:n'f ﬁtfa 8 the asterisks indicate, jy = Mr.Guaan. Thankyou, Mr. Chairmen. .

- ..cept'for date, name, and coordi tjo' Defense records are blank ey, ~ .- Mr. MacDonald, can you tell whether we.

", "extensive information, The:fourl:;gci’tth?'ophgr side might have very Jistedas POW'sand missing¥ .o v e oL e

-+ 18 very unlikely to have informatio; 2 %er.l’s one in which the enemy - Mr. MacDonarp. Those are available to us, sir. I personally hold in "

" loss;some distance at sea, and it al 99."’1}?”“"'4 would include over-wate, - staff spaces all of the files on the 3 | ) ‘

~ . undsr nonhostile conditions, - - 150 includes many losses that occurreq - they number perhaps & half dozen o
U ‘We have quito o number of Americans -‘ h LRI S TR ~We-have not yet completed our analysis of the 36 prisoners of war,
. Iussing in action, nonhostile, suchaas;:{"answ 10'Were killed i action op  buit.could do that shiort yif yow'dliketoseothem, . ..o
0 tile, suchag drownirigin a river in South Viet, . Mr. Gruaran, We don’t have any other files i

. pl'esuThiif{ifg:ﬁﬁdiﬁg 6fHéﬁtli"iﬁﬁyfresﬁlt;“‘“‘ e
* F11 most cases a presumptive finding does result.

_officer;_the onrd, and the military secretary, or his desighee concur, .

have 8 ﬁle on all of fhbsé e

6; and we havesome additional; PR
£ those carried in MIA: status..~ -~ -

n our possession, is that .. o

_.._na.m.,T 18- w¢ - . A
A This-would 'be"'°l“sslﬁedfasfmlssmg.‘-in"“agtib e

y 0 these the other side would not know shout unless by chaney Mr. MacDowato. Nojsirs ©~ 0

ey happened to recover the individual or ki
Wo hove tot o r the individual or his remains, . W don't hay ;
A 6 have not yet filled in thig form, This ig g, 'V;g:k_ing -copy;"bx:"ll}" i Yl t store G o 0 ¢

" when ire have bisg abla to do s form, This is hysically to store the
1 we. have beon. able.to.do such-an imperical study-can we come i Ellylffﬁﬁdgtegmemtﬁ?r o

0 with an'answer that we would. '
it o ol v s
oy i o vl o5l on vl o 30 G Al
O G e ltle moroand otestigout. "7 PR AT pge MacDowawn. Yamsin, o
g hut e are s ,byeglnfrllll%'te K(iigti;ul’)e 2-good matrix here, s good . Ifyou. want-a SPéciﬁ;':._.case; either your administrative assistant or -
we ’omiél'bi.nwlger SRR e iaf, whichever ;you prefer, could -procure it. Tt' would certainly -

-+ The Caamwan. Do we have per
e 10 VHAIRMAN, Do we have
- wl;&- v;i\?'e rll)otactuallyfiﬁ.comb'&egrs'. , ‘
. M.-MicDonarp. There were manyv in o nonhackiia cioboe . 1 <o
.-~ that some on. the-prglgz;% vﬁfz l?;tl;y 1n ?HQHIIOStlle status. T assume- .. ment of Defense files on the missing?
~ chockthatout, . .o er® g nonhostile status, Tean. - M MacDowaw. No, sir. . - -
. Tho Cuatmaran, Youmight check thatout, " - =~ < - ‘

S TE would be wond i 1b chec ‘ R
| Topy good lnformatlon,fqr ?h‘? cothmittee to know, . . we will go through a given

-ing all 36 files of those still listed as prisoners of war. Then, selectively,
number of missing in-sction cases,. - /-

It would almost be an impossible-task to go through 2,600 fo]defs;‘ -

- ingingction, - - -

» handle that many at one time, either L
. rocess. them so we have asked not to. -~
take them on'a systematic basis as we meed.

lable o the Departrientof Defansol .~~~

M ,GILM'AN;‘vHaé'tlie‘.'c'omm'itt‘eé'}:s'tﬁ;ﬁ gonethrough all the' Depart “ L

Tt was not the intention to. go ‘fhl‘dllgll all the file. We are réviéw- SR

' The'CHAIRMAN. Tn 2 nonhostile status. vt Hha o o ‘
: [AIRMAN. In 2 nonh L e e A ) : ossible task i |
R 98-.'7'316 status, yet they are carried as migs- - AS ou recall, some go about that thick [indicating]. =~ = - o
R the committes -~ 1 C

. We're looking for things specifically of interest to-

Mr; MACDON\L‘D'JYQS""' A T T T -
2 Sthy I.m‘the war zone, IH!SS}I)g.bgt under non- 9%y perhaps, peculiar to the family. We take a specificlook and try to =

- Strangely enough, he e LT " “identify things:that might be useful to the.committes in terms of what
“Vegﬁ‘ﬂctuﬁlblly cdp?u‘r’erclll%l;'ytl‘l‘;h:n%fg'consldered to be nonhostile missing = -1'ecomn¥endnt%gns‘ we n%ight ‘make W renc 1 repott.
. Mr. Guyer. Do all.of tilie"relativy." know thei SR M, Ginyman. What depository is there for files here in Washington !
' ' PIves tmow their cases’ status as com-~. | M. ‘MacDowaro. There. are two. The parent services,

e TR TR Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Foree service headquorters maintain the. -

~pared to theso figures just describod? -

sl to heso gures st dsaribed] o O
© carried ‘ag o pﬁggzéf‘ggy ,cef'ttallﬂy : know”wli_ether; the next of kin is - ~'basic file which -contain
i3 & prisoner of war, that is one’of the 36 cases, or in MIA ~ though the sensitivity,

contain Foreign Broa

hen. we render- the final report..
the Army, e

s all available -intelligence. information, al- . L
of- courso, . would 'be. excised, .the~necessa1(*1y“ S

e Status;”’rhey‘a']s(‘).,.'k' ;3 , .
hey also know if a presumptive or determined finding of -~ information would be there. The files might il ad- o
' % classified. They would . -~

‘death has been rendered: by the military: .
‘ a\\i&m inrthe_ man was kiﬂe}:i&a‘leatgé%gﬂiﬁfiﬁ'm?{T.h?ly Aare:certainly cast Information Service reports which aren
 Mr., Guysr, At 'what rate are families ter sy oreG, ot mma
- Mr. MagDonarp. Well?'ti?; '.?lla% f,‘i’(glel(‘i‘?squ‘%estlng I?IA status§ . combat action in which the man was lost. A .
- might have a figure on that, .. .- - own markedly, of course; I ", dble would be included ‘as would all correspondence betiween the next .
under: ¥ ‘ o =77 7 of kin and the military department. .- Loy .-

Mr. Guyer, I underst hen' Vour went- fror 1 800 . :
R L understand when you went-from 1,300 originals to- . DBubit certainly does contain all iritellige

' The second file is maintained in. W

" include the investigation by the. commanding. officer concerning the - "
lost. Al other information avail-

nce data that rélates fothe -

800 some, many of thase wore by 8Nk 1
) el b s Were because.the family requested that they statug of theindividual POW or MIA. . h"} I o S
LU AP ashington by the Defense In-..

- be'transferred to another categor
f TR B r,catlegory.‘ e
Lo " tolligenice Agency This file lacks the correspondence of next of kin Tt -
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does contam nll mtelhgence data 1nclud1ng all sellsltlve mateua]
: ?Ident1ﬁcat10n of sensitive sources is usually removed, but the useful

o i.»J CRC file will have generally t
. in addition it will contain operatlonally onented 1nformat10n to ald m .'

- formation ‘would be’classifie
uon Act, or becaniss of sensitive intellipence wistters,
B CRC:. declassxﬁed some 27, 000 oF
e 28 ;000 pieces of 1nfo1mat1on in. the dossxels They have about 47 000;
“moro to.go. .
e Ibs atimes consummg pro ocess because euch 1tem has to be declassrﬁed‘
S mdlvuluarly
oM GILMAN At you sat1sﬁed that all of the 1nf01mat10n avall

e

“information would be in-the service file and the thud file which ig

“maintained by the Joint Casualtly Resolution Center in Thailand. The-
16 same intelligence information, but -

; thelecovery operstions. -
The Cxrarrnax. Will the. gentleman yleld?
M. Giuman. Yes, -

- Mr, MacDonALD. 0. None at all 'sn

“The Cratrmax. I meali, (Amte flankly T don’t know whv tlns ine
other than for the anacy of Informg- .

\/Ir GILMAN Those that have been- tulned over by our: commlttee RN

-con) rect?.

| ‘given to them. I just lesrned this

! .
. oo

nd thiat have also been turned over by the joint military$:

Mr. MacDoNALD, I‘our-Party Mi 1tary Team, yes, s1r
-~ Mr. Gmmax. Right.

- Mr, MacDoNALD.. Ineldentally the JCRC has now assumed the'-. o
. functlon of thé Four-Party Team. . R

* They left Saigon on April 30, 1975,

S OMr. Grnaan; - Aside from. the files. the commlttee tumed over in o
L ‘ | - "Laos there has been no other submlssmn of ﬁles to Laos, i that e
-~ The Crzamrman. You haven't had any t10uble w1th classxﬁcatlon L :

o fl om. the Defense Department? S

My MAoDonALD As far as. I know,

l hna'il}h‘:. do have the data processm% run whlch I thmk was reeently

ut I believe that some mforma- o

they have no ﬁles of thlS .,

" Mr. MAODONALD Last year the JC

. able il Washington ig now in the files of the 1nd1v1duals?
.. Mr. MacDowarp. Yes, sir.

“ . Withoa possible e'{ceptlon resultlng flom an madvertent euol that. o
AR may occur, o
T know there. have been some problems, some famlhes feelmrr tlunos' -

lave been removed froin the files, = -

+. - In'somo’ cases, things were removed. Take: for example an 1ntelh
© gence report 1efemng to possibly s any one of five. people Such a e

. port would go into the five folders. . - - |
‘When that document, is speelﬁcally 1dent1ﬁed 28 pertammo to-one
of the five, the copies would probably be removed from the other four -
- folders, It would be better to leave the report in all of the folders - -
L l)lflt to indicate that posrtrve 1dent1ﬁcatron had been made in the spe- .

- cific case.

o+ I'think the famlly is concemed when they note a m1ssxn0' dooument -
SR Ican understand why.’ ""

" T-did ask that. speelﬁe
‘when' T-spent 5 hours with him tecently. T asked. him if he had.

Bx pur%ed any of these: ﬁles, and he said absolutely not; although he did "

wough ‘and - remove irrelevant- rlocuments Anythmg 1elevant to

- . - the individual, or possibly s0, remamed in, IIe assmed e, that thelei
~. has béen o purging. ' G e

“Mr. Griaaw, Just one more quest1on

L “Ain I correct, then, the Vietnamese now. have at least a llst1n<r of .
| _Iall of the men who ‘are listed or at ]east prosumed to be mlss]ntr
" along with somebasmmformatlon? e T

 Ts that correct? - .
- Mr, MacDonALo. Yes, sir.:

‘They do have at least 8 set of cvoordmates, wlnch mlo'ht or mmht.;j :

L not be good, and the name and: date: missing, ,
Mr. Gmatax, Tn addition, they have some 100 ﬁles 01 morel
Mr MAODONALD Yes, s1r S SRR

estlon of the commander of the J CRC~“'-

-tlon has been provided to-them in s formiat they requested

T am tracking it down and will certamly 1eport to the’ commlttee |
M, Graan. Are we in-the process of follo

_“Mr, MacDowarp, Indeed, sir..

" As & matter of foct, T beheve that there ate about 150 folders that' : ,
would be available for Laos, and at least 10 for Cambodla I tlunk R
' 8 total of over 925 narratives have béen completed.

~“That does not mean all have been: completed. Unfortunately, the ', ‘.‘

latlons suchi ¢ as in tab B, are not all completed When the nar- - _‘
| .trans 4 h however, it does lend 1tself to more“ o

S mR{d development of the data into a full case study.
r

rative is completed in Englis

Grmman. Have you turned any over to Cambodlal
. Mr.MacDonarp, No,sir, - PRI
' No case summaries have been prov1ded to Cambodla C o
The names of all missing Americans, mxhtary and e1v111an, were
provided tothe Cambodiang at the United Nationg, »

Applo*nmatelv i week later; they came back to the Us. repre-' L
sentative and said that they hold no’ pnsoners of | ‘war, and have no. .
 informa ition on the missing. ‘

The Cuamaran. That was tln ough the U N 1n New Yorkl
- Mv. MAcDonALD. Yes,sir,.. " - L
- The CratrMAN, That wag recentlv? o
“Mr. MacDonaro. Yes; sir, Novembel 197, . . - o
Mr; Grrman. Ave we pursiing the poss1b1hty of turnlng over fur- =
tlmr files to'Cambodia through, the UN, | S :

- Mv. MacDonarp: Sir, I think we ought to. turn them over to Cam-“- -
g bodm in any way w luch mwht be eﬂ'ectlve 1f then Ambassador would;' e

-aecent them, : o
‘M. GrmrAN T u ould sav 1t would be an eﬁeetlve condult Should.‘

lt succeed in opening the door to Cambodla as has. been: so often tried

i the past. T think tlns ‘committee can serve as an effective conduit ..
St sueh time as. formal maclunely exists. But. until the formal L
marlnnerv 13 heve, I think the committes can serve a useful role, - -

* Thank yon very much for your thorough presentation.
. Mr,Gaver, T want.to thank Angus also for a thorou gh 1ob
Tam surethat.most fa mlllos lmve theu own ﬁlos -

- ,"\l'l lL\oDom\m Yos

X wing up and making cer- .
" fain that we provrde to Liaos, in thelr lano'uaae, sulﬁe1ent mfmmatlon KRR
""on the missing in that'country ¥ oo i BRI R



o v “'Loved ones are more than statistics.

B o N 7, M S . . A " "
. / i | . . B . . . O D B . . I . - 4 ' o " . [ . L LI
. B , o . “ S .. G e . L L . . . ' . L . " LR A [N ot . S

u Ml Gmrn Our eo le in Ohlo rov1ded me w1th 8 acka e about'.‘w’ o

thiat thick™ [1nd1cat1n 5) “of - everyt ing-they-could- hn% abo%lt thelr*“-j;. e (t:gfgpﬁvtﬁ zﬁ;’}? :ui-l:‘t o ﬁte Whmh has not yet been prov1ded us, to be“

SR people which numbers some 50.or more. They have COPleS of newspaper " Mr.MacDonaxp. Yes, sir, T'm sure they have 1nformat10n on people"‘ L
... pictures and records of when they were lastseen, - . ° o about whom we have no information, - - e

What I’m curious about, will-there be a checkoff to them personally ‘ " As o matter of fact, the chairman suggested to them that they mlght

_to show that each case has been explored §- Will they get an answer. - accommodate us by acceptmg 8 Umted States or th1rd -party. halson-" T

“back of some kind. or other on that particular loved one? That they . team to assist in their investigation.

S will Iiear from them in detail or give t them some report rather than :We have not yet: gotten a.response, The response tlme haig béen. too - S
. juste 1eck1nitluough thefile? ‘ ghort but an'e ort 18 being made to try to help them do the ]ob for, S
. Will.they have their personal file checked agamst your ox] loratxon? s I’m sure that we'd be happy RN
o - Mr. MacDonap, Sir, I'think: that could be an overwhelming job. .. Mr. Guxzer, Good. e L
R .The staff mtends to w0rk on the general level rather than SpeCIﬁc“ “"The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Gonzalez? | S e
,_;w_.;‘.,l,f_ases N Mr Gonzarzz. Well, I too, w1sh to comphment Mr. MacDonald on
s M GUIDR, My “cage g a 11ttle" smpler”If‘"you ~have 2 518 total“ —g-splendid-job-done- both. by the chairman and his wise selection that . -
- names that we're talking about—- - - B e Thes, enabled it to really get off the ground and to do avery: thorou«rh'
Mr. MacDovato, Yes,sir. . oL o ]ob I sincerely compliment you. * - - SN
o '~ Mr. Goyer [contmumﬁ] That’s ot an overwhelmmg ]ob 1f you: . ‘The 86 prisoners of war eatevory——dld you deﬁne that presumably' '.
‘l;;_.:;prov1de those names-with-such-data as-you-haye: In-my ]udgment' they wereprisonersofwar? . .o . | IR |
S this could be only 5,000 pages if you had two per person: I mean if - ‘Mr. MacDoNALD. No,sir. - P : SR
S such were reported as.to’ that person to their family so each one w1ll' . They were declared in that cateoory, prlsoner-of War, by thelr par- CTEE:
R have'some personal report; either say we can’t ﬁnd out about them ent services at the time of loss. A
_oritis still unrésolved or somethmg. If you will look here uuder tab D [mdlcatmg] Take a looh at the R
~Just don’t come back with statis} tlcs Statlstlcs don’t 1mpress people second gheet. - SRR
: - Walter Estes and J ames Teatrue, ]ust alance at that sir. Thls indi- .

M MAODONALD I see what you’re dr1vxn<rat si,
- .. T{ear you're intruding in an area in which I'm not sure we real]y
. “have anybusiness. The committee is just to mdlcateastatus——-—' L NeWS gency in North Vietnam. .
. Mr. Guyer. No, no. I'm not saym that, _ 0T Mr. Gonzatez, I was notlemgthat
s If Ohio has & master: file of people who are hsted in these thlee cate- ‘
gories as we have indicated and we put that information in the hauds' B ‘eaptured in Haiphong. '
‘ ‘Of the people who are suppose to cooperate, we ' would expect they hey -announced the c Eture We agsume by capture. they meant =
~would make a report. - gtured alive, The. Nort
. “Mr. MacDonarp,:Oh, yes, 31r If we do reeeWea 1eport the fanuhcs‘“  and published them. "
certam ly will be apprised. . . . - :
“Mr. Guyer, That's what I mean, . . - o
o M ‘MacDoxarp. Oh, excuse me I’m af1a1d I was not S
.communlcatmg - "
ey Absolutely——any mformatlon we receive. Certamly 1f remains are
o retiurned, then we have an 1dent1ﬁcatlon problem, followed by noti-
o ﬁcatlon ancl re-interment. This is a fairlyclear-cut problem. e

inmy view, entirely.cor rect. .

ahve in enemy hands as bona fide prisoners of war.

confusmn

cates that there were wire photos of mlhtary 1dent1ﬁcat1on cards be-. ... . .
longing to both individuals. The photos were made by the Vletnam__ e

- M. MAGDONALD. They sald that these a1r bandlts, elght total Were ;‘ R

Vletnamese photoorap ned. the ID cards
. The classification of thes'e two. 1ndlv1duals as prlsoners of war u as, e L
‘We had every reason to beheye 1n1t1al]y, at least that they were L

Tt happened that another pilot named Estes was o prlsoner of war. - : B
That showed- up when we. had the returnees and that added to the o

In fact, neither of the 1nd1v1duals has been seen or heard from

“Buit in cases where only information ig prov1ded by.the: Indochmese,' ‘ “sindo the day their aircraft were shot down Never theless, thcy have . ce

- and nothlng more speclﬁc the information will have. to be ass
;- the intelligence: commumty and by the parent service :oafl:tsesrer(rln?lz‘ .“~ : deﬁmtely beeri categorized as hard cases.
" 'whether or not the Vietnamess are merely reporting back to us what ﬁﬁ ﬁ?\’éﬁ:}?ﬁﬁsﬂ}ﬁ& cases, B

. wo told them or whether they. did actually conduct an investigation, A. s Chem.
9 n’ '
. oo, mu et o ciywn— fhe dormaion gl wid e Thevs 33323&1‘2‘1?21 't"}},‘?yt }t%‘it’ °§$§Jé’e§h§§t S
- Once that’s done. I Would cxpect it the mformatmn is prlma facle ‘ th%?;sﬁ) Ag%gr;ziglo%ﬁzr;geliglggdl%?(fmatmn' gince the day they were

" in nature it is very likely we would find it S .
. Y ne !l acceptable S - ghot' down except the Vietnamese newspaper artlcles whlch mcluded- R

. Mr. Guyer, It is dlﬂ‘icult, for-there is & certain dlsparltv betwecn

" our records and theirs; one of the things we wonld like to clear up, to - phOtOS of identification cards on both individuals.

" By the way, they were not in thesame aircraft.

PR e .see whether in, some archlves or on some, shelf in theu headqualters - Mr G0N7 ALEZ. So thelr current status i POW?



'

- Th’éy“wqré‘-d'e'clared:PO,W?s~;*no»reason-'to change. There i3 no prima..

g g ey

oM MacDowarp. Yes, ir. o o
- "These two cases were included in the 107 turhedover. - oo
- . Tab D here really covers jist a few. pages of the 1972 piess confer-
ence held by Mr. Laird. Thoe 14 cases which you see here were-later -

. artillery and mortar fire and were
Sdowntown., L il
the 30th. the last day; they were ovdered to evacuate. The
, ed the evacuation of all Americans and the team was .
* . .pulled out because at that-time the DRV delegation said they. could .-
ot control the combatant forces:and .could no longer guarantee the =
o -safoty of the U.S. delepation, .0~ o oo B R
“i o Mr. Guyer, Well, the same team has offered to go back, that were .-
% shot athefore. .. - T N A
70+ Mr.MacDowarn, That was a Joint Casualty Resolution Center team - -
‘that-wasshotat,sir. S e e e

- President order

facie.evidence that they diedn captivity, indeec ‘that they ever were -

o ,inhcaﬁtivity,*but the, other side has their ID cards and must know-
- whath CL e e

" Mp, GuyEr. Jsn't that another thing in their story that they’ve given .

. " ug their full cooperation, but they can’t help but knowd - <ot
- - MriMacDoNALD. Noysits .- DR

‘Idon’tlbelié,ve‘th‘yever‘claimed-‘that.' e T

" “Mr. Guysr. Well, conversation to-ussaid that— "

apened to them, -~ .

“. " "Mr. MacDowacp. That really means nonmotion on their part; their
" -investigation of cases will suddenly bear fruit when it serves their
o pUrpese.. e T I R R S AP LN: S
e M- GoNzaLEz,-Can’t we. st ,.well now. the Jeast you can do is trace

A-‘ : N “'. o

'Guich & team might function in a liaison capacity.

" M. Goven: And twolkilled.

" Mr. MacDoxALp. Yes; one Americant and one Vietnamese, and sev- “

~ K

gral were wounded.

" 3r: GowzaLez. It seemsin good fégith;.,i;s s'.bme‘belli‘eve,:t‘o.lrecbhs't.itut;é:’]_fjff"': R

the team and' get going. .

e e Dot Sir, JORC has been obtaining basic preparatory

51 formation, and would bo in a good position to continue operations, ©. ;-

T think it would take the jnitmhyﬁa‘qf-ftlie"c.ommltt_e‘eh to explore . ~ "

< s matter, I wish T'd been aware of it sooner, but only 1n-;(levq101)1ng S
" this study of the team did I Jearn of the DRV and PRG’s apparent - -

interest. n_continuing’t ~work with the U.S. delegation. -
-1 think you.put your finger on 1ty sir.. . ' B .

All thiey can do1s say 10 if we make an oﬁer to 's'e"il'd;anbt?ler..t'éaih.f R "‘

. 'that news story,-the origin-of that release; obviously there was a re-
leasestory. .. 7 L T

Mr. MacDoxatp: Yes, sir. .

" Amoerican prisonersof war, v . ot

It was these 80 film- clips plus. the 20 case summaries -that he -

. presented toTeDue Tho, ~ .~ 1 U

B ve inforination on these two-cases which are among the 105 .
~‘gotual case summaries the DRV and PRG hold. To date they have -

- not provided any'information, and they should have that information.

~ " You sce, the.conduit stopped with the withdrawal of the American '

. ‘délegation to_the Four Party Joint Military Team on April 30, 1975, -

_“DOD has had no way of providing information to them since this.” .-

“They ha

S -eré Gonzares. Is-it fensible to-think in terms of reconstituting the:

- team? T e e T LT
" Mr.MacDonarp. That is an cxcellent question, .o

- "The tenm was asked to remain in Saigon with the fall of Saigon;
~and the DRV assured them that theywould besafe. - - R

" To our great lament, in April the 1.3, delegation ¢ame under hezwy ;
ordered to move into the embassy '

~Then on |

" Four Party members. ..

~Mr; GoNzALEZ:T-agree.

= :rpbssibility-they--icoul'd:be-»il}Vit‘ed.b.s}ck:;i.ntgXié_t?lm:?; e
0 Fye. MacDoxarp, I think so, sir. oo 0 LT
T We'would probably call i “goinething else, but ‘thcy-]s,md. it -‘c.o_uld_ "..-'...."-_‘vu_.: :
" remain in 1975. It was the U.S. option to pull out because the delega-- =~
, ~tion was-in: danger. o Lo RO 1 SR
9 -{)nco_l'por‘ated into the 20 that Dr. Kissinger gave the DRV not 82 - Perhaps we 00u1(l-g1vel1ta{try;'of course, \\'o‘:dqnft havethg original . -
. Seeretary Kissinger did also provide to Le Duc Tho film clips show- .
_~ing about 80 individuals most of “whom' woreé identified -as being . M Ma

That's & good point.

. The CHAIRMAN.

o As'a matter of fact, T had that qliestion.-‘il{'imiiiél mj?Se]f, PR

'. f{"’»::i .I\’II‘L-'GO,NZALEZ?‘And;‘.Yhm'e'-f.&.bQﬁt._it‘,his;;,;‘S\jé}}l d_n’.ﬁ that bé;vlbiné Spemﬁc . Yyith respect to:the Four Party Joint' Military Team, 1sthema L
- casewecoulddo? e ot L T .

“Mr, Guyer. What happened to the original ones? '
‘They all pulled ot~ - .~~~ . S
onaco. The original team?
Mr. Goyer. Yes.

* Mr. MacDoxap, Yes.

" On the 30th, the entire delegation ‘was removed. o

- The Cxtamman. We should certainly follow up on 'tha,t.‘.;"' o Lo
Did you discover any connection between: the Four Party Joint -

‘ Military Team and the Joint Teonomic Commission in the study you e

made?-

L ‘Mr.,MAcDbﬁAII',n;--Tlléffe:v\‘fr‘aé"no' 'l'égzi.i ‘1"é]"tti’.;‘io_nlship-'b:e'twe'é,_ln the two- o

" within the Paris Peace Agreement. = :

. "Thie protocol did provide for the formation. of the Four Party Téa‘m., S

" go-it had direct relationship to the Paris Peace Agreement. .

tion of article 8 (.b?;
* They attempted

" ".The Joint Economic.Commission apparently had its genesis inoral

. dialogtie between the National Security Adviser to th_eiPreSxdgntlan'd
“LeDue Tho. . .- el U TR o

" The JEC is not mentioned in the agreement or any of lltS‘.pI"Oto.(‘,,O‘lS‘, |

" but it became apporent during the FPJMT negotiations in Saigon -

" that the Vietnamese delegation was looking over:its, shoulder-at the .

JEC. in . Paris, .althongh they were, charged only r:w,jlth ijmpleljyé;ital-

"+ a.de facto government within‘South Vietnam. .. .~

to bring in protocol disputes and problems concern-.
~ ing diplomatic immunity in effect for various del_egat}on.s.-.'Izlley..al.&;o L
*alluded to the progress of the Joint Economic Commission in Paris.

' In addition they tried indirectly to gain recognition of. the PRG as .
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A . - +
N - U )
t .
f

" Reference to the ',Jdiht”-’E‘cqii‘om'id."Cdmlmiséion' st,‘.ll')x‘ough't-"u’:pf"‘as‘ A
- garlyag:Juneof 1973, before the U.S. delegation-pulled-out. The-Joing:.- .. -t REEA I

Economic Commission ‘was mentioned again later in 1978 and Twould . -~ =

probably why there was no response at all to any cases turned over t

the,D.RV‘andy RG in'ths Four Party Team. e TR £ °

© © Mr.Guye. Do families know who are among the 367 -

© " Mr.MacDonswp, Ohyyes, o - o o
-~ Allare aware of the next of kinin that category.

T might add, ab lenst 12 of them should not-have been classifed as . - -
.. 'POW. Evidence at the time indicates several should have been classi- -
" fled asmissinginaction. - ¢ e o

This kind of complicatesthings, ©

~r o T talked personally to Mrs. Bstes on tivo or tlires occasions, T think .

- think that the dissolution of the Joint. Economic Commission was = L

 OUSE SEERCY COMNIPTES ON MISSNG PIRSONS

- IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

| ‘WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25,1676 = . . .
. "Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, . .

7. SeLEcr Comytrrree oN MrssiNG - .

" that her son was properly classified as POW, but I saw no. evidence - et
o i:,tlll,i’tlt‘ he survived the first day. T've gone through this case personally. IR

‘. 'The Cuatrsax. Any.other questions? = ..
o ommomse] ol

he Comatnot, Thatk you; M. MocDonald: ~~ + =

** The comiittee will stand adjourned. -

) cOfrie'toprder.,;f T T e Tt e
~We have some housekeeping business first. The committee stoff di- .
rector has recommended that we take Ms. Anita Lauve.on board as a

[Whereupon, 440 the hearing wasadjourned ]~~~

7 mittee, presiding.
- " Present* Representatives

McCloskey, and Guyer. '

i ‘1.‘-\. TR '_PER\BONS”‘IN;;SOUT}IEAST*ASIA~',--~iv—‘_—-»}‘-»J_f.'.xi;j’.‘.‘..,___:,'
SN e o Washingtony DO

" The select cormittee met at 2:30 pan., pursuant to call in room .
 H-277 of the Capitol; Hon. G V. Montgomery, chairman of the com-~ = -

nimittee: on ‘Missing Persons will

;

T

Morll_t_g.oméry;;Gonzalic‘z;,';Otti:ﬁgér',: Harkm ’. e e

-+ [ Staff. members present: Angus MacDonald, staft director, Jeanne.. . .. -
" Shirkey, administrative assistant, Dr. Henry Kenny,and Dr: Job Ditt- . . -0

" . berner, professional staff agsistants, . .o oo Lo
+":The’ CoammmaN. The Select C

' consultant to work with us in'regard to the French experience of deal- - R

o _in%wi_th the missing in action. She is very knowledgéable in that field." R

. Under the rules, I*have to mention it to the members at an open:. . .
- meeting, She can be of help to us in lesirning of the dealings the French - -
‘had with the North.Vietnamese after the Indochina war pertaining -
~-to their missing in action. - . - . e
» " Without objection, we would like to bring her on’the staff fora .
~ limited time, or for:the time she isneeded. e e e

7+ 'We'have two witnesses tpdn;y‘to,testify.;W'e..iﬁi%itéd,tli;ese;i;\'votpeople e
" who are-parents of missing in-action to come before. the committee, "~ "

. 3 . " .

" "and ‘we appreciate.them coming from Louisiana and Florida, respec- -

o “tively. .-

" gelect committee, pertaining to the missing in action, These are former

ko nea fature, the sclect committéo plans to hear from retimned

. "prisoners of. war who have. matters-of direct interest to. relate to the TN

" prisoners of war, and they will appearnextweel. =

P Ts0, v are rying to schedulo  hearing with the Central Intelli-

L gence Agency within the next couple of weels, A's T understand it, the - . B

~"_gtoff director has discussed this with officials in the Central Intelli- = -
gencs Agency; We will do all .we can to obtain information from the . - - .

. CIA in open session, and information that we just cannot havein open . I
- session, of course, we will have to go into exectitive session. There will . @ -

" be hearings in' the very near future on the intelligence resources per-.

' taining to the Americans that are missing in Southeast Asia, . . - o



otaof Stafe
.. The remains of the two marines have been taken tb"'fhﬁilaﬁd,l tbvtl"m."“

" You mio
-+ You might have to s

. Thg Cramryan, Who ;lo_lq-iﬁe‘clzy(‘)‘ﬁ’?f'"..' R

3 Blograghieal dufa ot vt Vosm opeusson s a0,
 * Summary of tncident nppears on 7. Spg. 240

Our mecting with Secrotary Kissinger,as far.as T know, i still o

o ,.‘.‘sclledlllé,‘set"foil-; Mm-ch: 12, :for a-working breakfact with the. Seéren MrSVARNADO
f 3

e ' « ot T . ! [ . K AR f N N R
. "~ . o O . e, P Lo T Gt N : ' e
- v P e Lo o .o o e v . . R B T AT ' :

1978.

!

.. tidentification teams of speciali

SRS ams  of ‘specialists that we ha e i
. Temains aro there, s that Rongy > thab we have ub Sumne Sun. Th -
-, N0 UHAIRMAN, Ve are ver ‘pleased now to invi T,
- take the Witness chair, We. y.pe sed now todnvite Mrs, Varnado to © > o to mick up the pieces and go on e '

- I did personally 'a'sk‘y. t,»aPJ.)l,ec]lJate very much your coming up; and- We tried to pick up the picces and go on living as
Co e B 'you to come before the committee. - . .. .-" ‘ :

o Mas: Vamiado is: from: Louiciona o e the committee, - = .
L nu,,-l-k;er-'o‘;‘rt’;,‘},“eg‘;’{,I-f.’Pm:‘L,O}u,smna and she has been to Washington o
.+ missing in' action Iegh?ﬁ?.ﬂits o very interesting caSe-'—'-iS'cltissiﬁ' "

iy Varmtﬁ n, I think it’s well that the committee hear from:Mig, -

.

aptivity, We had memo

- exnch da
CeprviceS. -

 fact that Mike isdead.”" - -
- “Then, . st year they came an
-medals—and immediately after they came and awar
had o call from Casu i

edag .

do and that we have the. onportun
that: we have the opportunity to exainine the case of her:  20C down and upd
8.3 “come down-and upc

| ‘Of.coul‘éé,,tl'i_ii't".is"il ter ing;t
o date. T know it ,wa"s‘East‘er"Su;iday',ﬁin’A‘pxil 1073,

losed ehapter. Mile was dead.
hest we couldi We

¢ conceried, it-was ac
has accepted the. -

“Asfaras we '\\"‘.e'.l",
gried to -aceept. that—although my husband never
d allw'a,rcl"e‘d the ihedalée:;\Iilée’s o
ded the medals, we -

illt'?rin Washmngton saying
ate the

records on Mike. -

e Atmy. They camo and noffied s in Jonuary
ub]otlnngtobc told-that your-son died in.

rial services in-April—I don't remember the - 7
we had the ... o

‘tl;z;t' ‘the_y ‘\'vzmted- to. .- L

"*'ho.\v"“"e~feltr,iyou~~‘k~,n()w,-»-3\!.1‘19_11'.;y..du‘-get.id.;.’.cﬁll;f,r'o'm -

_ MacDonald would read paxt of the report.on your son.?.

o som. To set the stace.. Mis. Vairade T holin
M et.the-stage,- Mis.-Vainado;-T-believe-it-would-help-if M-~ ol and up
o .. Mr. MacDoxarp. Sir, Chief Warrant Officer Varn; FR T YO can IMAZINe
o :l.mssix‘l_,fﬁj-in- action on NIzin,l?lg'}Xitllr: %:,%f&‘j; anado was veported Washingor o

L oAbt

The Cixa ; o N .
L ) IRMAN, Mrs Varnad ANOOVRRRL el

. today, and. we would: cert nado, we are very glad to have you
: LAn‘dy;.hen:-l”Ig;? ;v o Id-certainly like l?tO'.\llem-ya‘lflg}".ﬁof'y'omy?:b};r?u hele'”-- '
X : I'm sure some members would have some QueétiOnlggzlzllgil" -

thoughts, after you have finished your testiimony..

. ' 4 B ,f alld .Of collr Je
; Wy

When the war ver; i
1en the war. was over, they notified us that Mike had died ing prison. .
I A e prison, - .

cunp—died in-captivity, . .

T hostile sround. fovess: _mission S0 the -did: Colonel Bobins
 ory, " ground fovees and landed under ts own power i hosile err’ -"”l"““d"-““-’”’yde“’ after he visited

. The name of Chief Warrant Of e T T
o T ane of Chicf Warrant Officer Varnado was on a list provided *
negotintors on Junuary 9, 1973, indieatng hatho hid i

. captivity on’ September - X
..captivity on: September 21; 1070, Statements were also received from himi w

. returned prisoners of war who saw My Ve X
SR Citxnp.andrz)wex(-)él:l\s‘a(iff ;'W?I.‘],\‘\Eh:o' saw Mr. Varnado in o prisoner of war ae
~.. " tion, The prisoners ;0‘.‘ the extent of his injuries and. hy‘sicalhédxi'c{!‘l o

" " Based.on this information. th of the opinion that he did not survi o

T 1073 e S tormation, the Depurtimient, of the Avmy on A llL

1970, 40 deseased pn g;mtldogst‘ntqs from lni's_siilg'in‘aCti}(,)xl"c)n %Iuy 9

T Ca‘m.bdc_l‘ja. ST -‘P“‘.’"" el 21;»‘19‘7_‘0,“11‘1.a'.1)1'i,soilel-go'f.wal‘l cmm)iin’“:““
" His remains, to date, have not boon recovered, - - .

" around §-July 1074, a telegram from Khieu Sa
*_the Royal Government of National Union, wag \

' aren of Kratle Provinee, Cambodia, as of July, 1074,

" turned it to the Bureau. The Source
- and did not ,me_ntion‘t'hg l}ealth_, of_,the prlsonegpi-

S Kratle..

Sl v flave eak up. We don’t have an imuolifvine sostom -
SR SOSp eakup S?. Flll'3"15§0p e in tl?é, ro:n(}(();glf}l::aie;gl:r&gglfg;ﬁ% :'Systcm,'_ . this wis the first time in three and a half y
v ATHICERT OF MOk WHLZEA ¢ VARNADO OF ToVISIANA
., Mis! Varxao, We have been a: LA o g op o
U ust.am hers bo tell'onm o en, an MIA family for almost-6 vears. T -
Just.am hers to tell our story, that, as Mr MﬂC%OI(l):llﬁhsr:u?gtgﬁ’lggl;iaz *
. , L1 : .

7 Of course, after giving us this ‘information,
© - intelligence refutes all of this information. .. .
- What we could not—juist can’t understan
o t{: o ll(lfpli,lnﬂtiolia,"vll-y tllgybgf:mg back and gave uis)
ok D to tll our tory, thatyas Mr. . they didn’ put any credibility n it, why come
"r,]ﬂ.‘fdﬁ(%'tl.xe heli’cbpctgll?b()dm and his helicopter was fired-on, tind he * “thing, or why the Director of Casualty flow
" T beligve all exited the ship gceor e S L
: d the ship according to the information ive had, - torstand whty 1l the b
vy i .- ‘understand why all the bl
“they”, now ¢ The Defenso .Depm:t,mcvﬁ-?

" The Cuamax, Why did they 1o

IR 3|1¥I1‘.'_1\1A0DQNAU). “The i )
L _Ya‘mado Were\bas‘ed upon: returning pr

ying they want to.come down and talk to-yow and up- "~

date the records,.after you,

...\t the time he was_reported missing, he-was last seen-ag-aivcraft on died in captiviby. - . e S .
nder -on a military: mission. The aireraft wasf-'ﬁrle é‘su‘g;lclu{)f;.: Bobinski- came eiid talked to us, / And we jusb . o

with us in onx home, o felt sure that

Miké was alive, from the infor

*ingsaswe perceived ity L e ORI
" Ten days later, and two. telephone calls Tater, we got & letter from .

which gave this report. I would like to read it-to you
w part about the telegrom. Ibsays:. - . SRR
TThe source of the report, belleved to be an ‘
mphan, Deputy Prime Minister of -

received by the National United .+ -

Front of Kampuchea (Bureau Politique), in Peking, sta ,
captured .and was being held by Communist forces in the Khmer Qommunist T

wn to Prince Norodoanihdnbﬁk,-

“Cables of this nature regularly g0 from Ca
ears an American name was seen..

ack and tell us-any-

- talk to us in our home in Louisiana, and when they came and told us . :
‘Mike had died in captivity
_ 'S 1d-up of this, and then they refutéit. = .
. The Crramrsiax. Who is- ow ¢ ‘ :
" Mrs.. Varwano. The Army or the Defense Department: - o
T sfute it? Maybe you can clear it up
allittl'é'more,»Ml';"l\'IaCDonald. R T ST e
‘e initial® reports concerning Warrant: Officer
isoners of war -who had indi-

liave been notified 2 years ago that your- .~ " .

mation he told us, and from his feel- S
y this par-.. -
an {ndigenous native, stated: that
(b that Mike had been .

The telegrain was sho who read it andxe- 7
The source sald the telegram was only & fewlineslong. . = . "
any plan by move him from- R
" It:gave only the name and the grade of the American, and stated that he'had - -
- . been captured and was being held by the;Cambodian‘P‘eople’s,Natio:ml'Libem- K
~-tion Armed Forces in Kratle.. - - L T :

nibodin to Hanof, then to Peking, but ™ "
then they say that the

a_sis why, if they refute
this information, If -

10“11 'fl‘OllI.Was}ﬁngton:tof o o

, then sent-the Service officer; and we don't .~ .- W



o w list of “died in captivity” furnished by the DRYV forces.

. list of died in‘eaptivity. -

" /it might jeop

R - Well, ‘ivf',they'd'idn’li':‘ place

:ézttzédt.llle";wt‘isf Wy e BT RN N YY) : : : : ‘ i
" though none, of them had seen him’ actually expire.” An additional - -opds, or they did know something about the situationt. .

ir,‘rléé-'filiﬂy.seiri‘ouf‘o‘.:"med,icﬁl condition ihen last seen, al. - : - -How \Vduld"tﬁéy;’gét‘ftliis‘ information, unless they did see sbme rec- - o o

“""r’e )ol't . A . X . " TR o ° R 4

* o who hd expired.in that particular comp at about that time - heen broughtoutt =~ o e e

e LR TR S B S A second mame was mentioned. in that cablegram; Army Specialist =~ "
" “I'hen, when the Paris Peace Treaty: wag signed, his name arg)eared' ~ “Fifth Class Harris, He was shot down in a helicopter in 1971, There " .-

" basis, he was determined tohave died in 1670. © - Ll ol “no prima facieevidence thethe was,  * . =/ AR
_ '.‘.z\"\.’flen' this other report.came in; 1t was obviously emanating froma ' T believe what Mrs:. Varnado is bringing out is that here were the =~

‘sensitive source in Peking, China, the only way that it would have - ‘names of two ‘Americans shot

"tgnded-ﬂto?indicate'-tllat.it_.-mightjha‘ve‘been,W&II‘.‘il.n!}.ﬂQﬁiQ@? Var-- - . Mr, MacDonarp: Mr. Chairman, may I add one poi‘nt.thqtﬁ‘haé not BRI

nthig ere reports that he had been killed in the crash, but again, there was - S

‘down approximately a year apart, both. - e

" been: possible. to' know that Prince NOI‘,QdOm'Sih&?IOQkih&d actually . . mentioned 3 or.4 yenrs later in'a message from Cambodia and re- -

* geen the.message. . - “ceived - in. Peking, China; the spelling’ of the names was correct. Inw

. “\Vhen tho Army made an attempt to 20 back and trace the'sourés - the case. of Harris, his first name, Glen—G-L-E-N-—one Norather .

" gind got an evalustion of the credibility. of that source from the agent, - - than the usual two N's, and that was the correct spelling. -~

_" - they could_no_longer contact that particular indigenous individual, .~ The uniqueness of an agent in Peking being able to- ick upthe S

|

- Apparently the intelligence community had lost all con,ta.ct"Witli‘hiihf‘f"f"'""'f'i'aEﬁ'ﬁit'ji*"b"fTth”Ameri‘c‘a‘ns;'"wi'th"'the'tcorrect'~spellingpf;t reir-names,-- :-,.:L.:‘,,,_.f -

. Although I understand that the Army had posed a series of de< . . jswhat makes the case so corfusing, dir. o vn o o
! hiave questions? -l

" tailed questions in order, to.test ‘the nature of the soutce; ag T-under- - ."" The Cramsan. Mr. Guyer, do you

... stand it, the soutce was described a5 not yet having established a xecord . - My, Guxen. iist of al, T want to thanl. Mrs. Vamado for making
- of eredibility, He had_,preylously*prowded:'1,nformatlon' to-the-intelli- - - * ot has-to-be:s lve‘rﬁf-labori'ous-;jour'neyit.oA.C(‘)'m'e“,'he're,v.‘ha.'}{'ingv-,,d()ﬁble,"__.‘f.M- L

 gonce commanity, some of whish e roeble and verified, other of - gyatained tho anguish and deprivation and sorrow that goes with the -

" " Because of this, we tere unable to test the source, Therefore, this . * T gm a little likeyy‘ou, Mrs, Varnado, T do not quite understand why -

 rémains as a single report indicating 8 possibility that Mike Varnado .. - t1jp Depurtment of the Government—whetlier it's State or Defense .~
was still alive, and on that basis I believe that the Army then felt that = " -'A'rir}y',-\:qi' whatever it might be?%iv0uldﬂi'eltihd-lev‘tllé li_opés, unless. = .

" there was insufficient evidence ‘of prima facie nature to warrant 4 . - hey had some strong substance thathope was there..
. change in status. - - R T Y © 7 T do think they W ) ¥  they thought
o Tha Crzatratan. Well, the status has not been.changed, then? - . - = tion might have been floating around, that woilld be casually coming

o ‘F']io_‘rt since that time is this repott that apparently emanated from: {1t yoii had not been ﬁiven' privately. . o
.7 The Cuamian. Youstated that the DRV=— " But I wou‘ldﬁhope‘lt "a:t thg y unld', have explo,red -“t-h? rgl_labl }ﬁy_ i

" the source.

T do think they.owé it to you, if they thought any outside informa-

Mr. MncDoNA1, Ho ia stll carried as having died in 1970. The only. 4you,‘as it would be.a real shock if there wero public knowledge -

© . Mr. MacDonar. They aro the ones, yes, sir, that turned over the .~ “rppg only thing T can tako from this is that T seeno intelligent rea- + -

‘ ese people would suddenly select your son’s name and say

“son why t

.. .. The Ciamman, His name; W‘,?Sf on that listf It dldn’f' com,e.fi'om * e is.alive as of 1974, unless there was some purpose to suit theirends. .

~ Cambodia® oL e S T Or reliable, en i ur fault ‘it wa "
R L R e g . Or. ' liable. and then it would be our fault ‘it was not. -
. " Mr; MacDonawp, The Cabodian nation. provided it to the DRV - = -y Olf‘i 1’(11;‘ %Qul@ be B o ationmarksin my mind. © . o
L AR it e ovided 1t to the DLV -~ - * yapified, Tt still leaves some:. uestionmarksinmy mindi.. . C 0
. -and the DRV provided the list of all those who had died in captivity,- . " Mas, Vanwabo. Tt losves 8.Jot of questions in our mind. Tf he.died .

The CuarMAN. Do-you have any-other comments, Mrs. Varnado? - 3 orison camp, they must ltr‘,low,-WlierG’thiQd and ;;“,’1".9"?{ the bbdy i

Mrs. Varwapo. Just the fact that Colonel Bobinski told us, when hie . Y oduceit? © S L
came £o us in March of 1975, that they had had this information sineo " why don't they procuco bk o entitled, and throughus 7
" December of 1974, They had checked and rechecked the sdilll‘éé to‘;ggy:‘ o --Mr., Goyer. That's right. I think you are entitled, and through us -

ot should be receiving some help slong that line, because there should” -

* suro o tho rolablity of it and he guvouatha rnaon, guve s thak 83 'y mystery s to his wherenbouis i b died n  prton cump 21+ |

er with the information.

.. his reason for not coming.to us ear 3t was known | |
) Taal . e CqL s e . g S ., S o BRI AP . o L S '

- Then he eatitioned us, too; about giving out'any news releases—that - . * 1" 30 1ot know who the people-were who have seen your son and as .

ardize any cl}g}lg‘es of survival Qf,NI11F9‘3f Wo gMe OutINy 4o yhot the gravity of his condition was or. how they described it. . -~

| CmewsTeleases, . o T
‘any credibility in the report, how could . was maybe the crew-chief.

you jeopardize any chancesif they didn’t believe this. .~ ‘

. Mus. Varnapo. One was the ‘c“o'pilot-,' qulowski‘, and- Crpyyson,' who . o

e ond ko fo hoth of thoso men by telephone, Thavonot -

" We have a lot of questions, Where would this indigenous source in- -~ talked to-them. I'm not sure Which on T thinle maybe it was Crow- L

S&Tb&til;&%eta xﬁa;me like Michael B, Varnado, and his number, and g iyat felt that Mike was not dead. Ho had been the last one who - .°
M g T gaw him, and he told my hu_sband»thatrMike.’S;bQP'eS‘We,rectf°°lh,1gh’,';.f,



lus w111 to hve was. too O'reat lus splrlts were ]llot 1'eal 0ood and a]

~'though he'was m]med wounded he Just never had eny 1dea tlmt Mike,

: -~ Mr: MacDowarp. It was Cambodin,siv, . 7 ‘ -
- Mrs, Virnano. Well, Canibodia, or South Vletnam, or somethnm ;

= you l\now died.

M, Guyer. Were any of the men hllled by the 1mpact do you know
- Mrs. Varnano, I believe one.-

My, Guyen: But most 01 thun were able to clther w alk e“ ay 01' bo“’"
. earried, awuy7 R B S R

Mrs. Var~ao. Onie escaped

- M. Guyzr, Were they tul\ux to a cemp in Cambodm, or was 1t moved |

- up into North Vietnam#

Mus. Varwavo.:1 guess 1t was South thnam, wlth the Vlet Co'm

o "The CHAIRMAN. 'It was South Vletnam?

“very béginiing,

7T The CrATRIAN, T don’t Walit to talke™thie colonel by surpiise; Bt
+ = Colonel Bobinski is in the tudience today I thmk he was the one that;
-, talked to you, wasn’t he, Mrs, Varnado? : S

' Mus. Varwapo. Yes. ' L
= 'The CriaATRMAN, Maybe Te can comment——mll we arg trynw to do is

et as much-information on the 1'ecord s we can. Do you care to mal\e o

R ‘iny comments on that, Colonel? - : ‘
" Colonél-Bopnskr. Ii I may, sir, one of the questlons Mrs. Va rnado,

L ashedls as to why I wagsent down, * |

" Up in'the. very beginning; in 1972, T was a specml asmstant inDA
or prisoner ‘of war and missing in- uctlon aﬁ'mrs, and subsequently B
- -taok over the directorate. o

-Between the time that I étarted ‘as the specml assxstant untll the

 time I took up the directorate, I had estabhehed 2 very eloee rappor 1
" My, Fiarxin. Noquestions, Mr. Chan-man. o

| “""'.Tho Caatraray, M. Guyer?

with 2 iumber of the families, . .- ‘
“When the information caime to our ettentlon in December wé pre-

~* sented the information to my boss, and to Dr, Shlelds, and the intelli =
- gence communiity, We asked then that the information be. thor oughly -
: evaluated and-once the information came back from the.intelligence -
- ‘(,onnnumty indicating that’ whatever information: we ‘had on board.
- now cettainly refutes the information that was in the telegram, I then -
- “recommended that we had been above board with the ‘fomili
, and that- certaunly the Varnados would be entitled-—
" and the IIams family, who'is the other family. involved—=should be ~
“entitled to any information we'might have, rwerdleos of the tact that '
- we dispute the, validity of the information. >
- - Because, shiould it; come to light ata later tlme, throuoh the mcdm, o
"% then we'in the Departient of Defentse would be. left 1'ed faced for not = -
“: having'told the families this. = S
- And we fully realized we might raise the. hopeq of the fnmlly mem- -
__ber and we tried to express our nonsupporting information thatwas - :‘
i the' telegram, and I believe—and Mys: Varnado can correct meif I
Sam- mong——that I stated several times that we' really didn’t hold. too ;

much faith in the information that was provided to us.

.The Ciiammaran. Baged on the mformetlon you hed thete W hy the

' stqtus was not changed? -

"+ "Colonel. BonrnsKL, Yes, sir. The’ fact tlnt Specmhst CIOWSOH and
o -‘\'Iaslowslu indicated that they had: seen:] Mike, I-think the chy they

‘were departing ‘tlhe camp, Mlke Was belno tal\en to a hOSpltal and

. fm ],mtcd that he wi

‘ ,]'(’(’(‘1\ ¢

| 2 Jist?, His name was-one. of those on t
| ..Atn ity in 19734

5 'CS ﬁu.o

- out, an

:.on board ¢

i6s from the .'.on board the aiveraft.

e led her to represent the committee and go tothe R
and we nske P ith the new Cq1£ocllan Govern- -+

ment They would not even talk to her on the phone..

answ et the phone

8 qmto huppy {ohe'g going to 8 hospltnl 50 that he
t get his w ounds tended to; and subeequent to that, ot COUIs?, We,

/7

ight a thomtmmatmntlmt\/hko had-diedi y captwny e

g halieve—~—.. .
ButS ecialist Crowson.' I f. | DRV |
1 ax.”And then- the name came out rom the. on
e s he list that had dl(‘d in cap

Co]onel Lom\*sm Yee, sn-

The CIIAIR\IA\ Tven before that, you had dochlod lnm as kllled .
m action with: the other mfm'nmtlon that you had?

1 Boprysxt No, sir. ) |
Cdm:iewe established ]: is date of death asof, I behe vey oeptunber "1,

1970, which was shortly after the incident. *
My, Govie

Colonel Bonwsm Noj sir, there was not
The CHAIRMAN. Was it a pr

:Colonel -BoBINsKI, In talking to ’\I

" ho Crratraa. Right on theborder? : S R
(l}'elonel Bom\*sm.gYes, sir. It was in Kratie Provmce, and not S

hm ing 2 map, L can’t-give you the appronmate locatlon, but Maslow- L

ski thmwht they were in South: Vletham. - ." -
“The CHAIRMAN. Mr, Ottmger CE LT
My, Orrnaer, No questions, Mr. Cheuman. PR
‘The Cramraan, Mr. Harkin? -

* Mr. Guyer. Wlhiat was the fat‘e‘ of the- 1'eqt, oi‘ the c1ew, or those S

\[aslowskl end Spocmh t meson 1et1uned

) Sl 1. Mr. ‘
Colonel Bopixsi There were o total of clght mdmduals

"The other names escape me.

Mus. Varx.ipo. Captain Young

(Colonel Bosrxsxr. Yesy Captem Yo
“book with me. T can’t recall.

Mz, Guyer, But three or four came home2

" Colonel Bosixsxr. Yes, su' As a matter of In

' came out, earlier.
‘Mrs. VARNADO.

unn' I don’t hm'e the mcxdent g

Knd I beheve fhe Rlehardson W oulc_l be Bob Rleh- |

| ardson. who is still carrle(l asan MIA; and Pnce. L

Colonel Bonusskr, Price. Yes... (1
The Cuarrman, Mrs. Varnado, we have tned to’ fret in touch with "

thie Cambodians. Mus. Schroeder on this oommlttee was in Peking,

_ Embassy and ‘make ‘some: contact - wi

TWhen we wepe in Hanoi, the four mémbers of this commlltee tucsl
to get in tonch-—they hme an’ embasSy 111 Hanm-—-and they dldn b

wluch W as pl'csentod to uq m Paus- R

Mile was not declared untxl the hst came R

Was there-any- mentmn madc as to-\\ hat they dld \v1th _fj;,.;-: R
* the'hodies of the men? * . ,

ison cemp in Cambodm9 And th(, crash R S

helicopter-was in Cambodia? e e
: Of the L as lowshl onie of the 1eturnees, L

| he liad thought they hadhnded in South VIetnam. o

vt Specmhst Kill‘l'eCI |

Cambodmn S



! Lo e . s . : : . . R e 0 , -

We have tued to. go through other sources, and 1t’s not ]ust th1s

. commlttee, it's nléo other governments that cannot get in touch w1th'“7

~ the new Cambodian Government. ' e

o - Mrs: VarNaDo. I realize that, I mean, from what you hear on the TV :

Sl and radio and read in the. papers, they are ]ust cut otf from all the out- S
- side world, aren’t they? .

- " The. CHAIRMAN Yes, Colonel have we- been in touch W1th Prxnce

B Sihanouk and received some 1nformat10n from h1m saymg they were s
* "not holding any prisoners? ‘ o o

- Colone}] Bosrnskr, Is Dr. Shrelds here?

X)rldt:, z}nd ar(rl stt}rlxswer froxphPlr&nce Srhanouk, Tast summer, And; of

. course, he said the are no oldin an body
- thmo to o suid the 3; g y ody m h1s country, or some
The CHAIRMAN; Prmce Slhanouk sa1d thls? S I

“Mrs. 'VarNADO, Yes.

*Colonel Bosinsxr. The Varnados have been in contact by telegram o
o Mis Vannao, We had -a telegram from Prince. Sihanouk in 1971, "
R and then we answeredit, and I sent.a letter to him addressed to M1ke, B
RO .and agked if hé would help to get it to hlm, to Mike. And he wrote back. ' -
o and, said it had been forwarded to the proper author1t1es to get 1t to .
L Mlke—or——-let’s see.

*Prince Norodom Sihanouk the Chief of State, acknowledges recelpt of your

letter dated November 4, 1971 asking bim to forward’ your letter: to your son,

- ‘Warrant Officer Michael B. Varnado The Prince asked me to as ‘
gure you that:your
- letter-has' been glven to the authoritles competent to handle the matter Best T

- wishes.

S " Tean't. pronounce hlS name—aS-a s-o-w-a t h M e-t h a-v—x——Dxrector :

S of the Cabinet, ‘
e Colonel BomNsur Mr Chalrman, for the 1ecord T may, I W1ll. '
i »---provxde Mr. MacDonald exactly where Maslowski and CI'OWSon came S

- out, through what country and what time.t - .
-~ But, s I indicated, Mr, Maslowski thought they were 1n South Vlet-

| "".nam, but I will prov1de that for the record

The CrAmman. OK. Mr. Guyer?

n “Mr. Guyer. I am just curious what the real purpose of our hearmg SR

L is today. Whether we are going to try to keep. faith-with further ex- -

.+, ploration and i 1nqu1ry, or Whether we are at a termmal pomt s0. far 8s. I: .
. the record goes: . - o

“Tg the Departiient lookan' further 1nto 1t as we are?

= Colonel Boptvsgr, Yes, sir, we had developed o list of quest1ons -

- ;thr ough our intelligence commumtv that go back through the intelli~* - -

. gence commumty ovelseas, in an attempt to contact the source. Some . -

of the questions, for example, were whether or hot the telegram.that ‘

‘he saw was written in - French, whether it was in English, or whether

~ it was in the native- tongue, and 2 number of other questlons wluch
. escape me, for the, moment . - |

o 1 Sncolaliet \fnnlou <kl was relcnsed I‘ebrnnrv 12 1973 nt ‘Al - K
ST et An ]';m- Rennb]ln of- Sonth-
g (I,atv‘\‘nv‘v;‘c:!mﬂnllst Crowson was, relcaae(l Februury 1" 1073 at Loc Nlnh Republic of

* some evidence, and.we d
have inspired that..

o more ordeal, but at.Jeast, since it does
“ ‘aecess to. the country and ﬁles, we ought to certalnly keep you adv1sed_

" . There: has- been some contact w1th th . w o
N at my Tovel. e Cambodlans, Now, 1t wasi t. : ,.and worl with-you on that.

- Murs, Varnabo. Senator Mansﬁeld——fwe have a copy of 3 lette1 e 'f L

But 1t was a rather detaﬂed 11st of questrons that go back to the‘ _'

soul 'ce.

-~ Mr. GUrnn I would 1ather hope tlns could be one of the cascs that we'

would personally pursue, since so many of them do not have any sug- o o
ood I phin  but here we do have a case where there was - . =

ted kind of 0 timism,
- ; ,o not know what kmd of motlvatlon would

:So T think we owe that to. the, famﬂg not to put them through any e

The: Cuatryan. Well, Mrs. Varnado, ‘that's why we Tied you 11p.'7--. '

'”here, to bnng the case before the comm1ttee and to: reoenerate some. e

ave o questmn marlk, if we get:

new interestin ‘the-case;- .
And, of course, we can make no. pl omlses, or- g1ve any lig e, but o

S il da the best we can, anid we will follow up with the | ambodiani - "
‘ Government wheneve1 and wherever we. can get n touch w1th them,-;., R

" Doyouhave any other commentsl
Mrs Varnapo. No; T don’t guess L do

- 'Mr, Guyer. Are there any family 1equests that you thmk weean
‘be helpful asa comm1ttee to coope1 ate w1th you, that have not already SR

~‘peen'done? -

" Mxs: VARKADO, No,s1r.'. S B
* Mr, Goxer. You and your husband strll have not afrreed a8 to the: o

conclusion ¢ You' mentloned that it is d1f’ﬁcult for hinm to accept this? -
Have you reconciled to it? - 1

Murs, Varwano. No; T am in-a state of llmbo I ]ust don’t——I t1y ot

. to think about it. It’s somethmg you. just have to put out of your - .-
" mind; -because you have to go on Tiving. And T can’t accept the fact - .
- that Mlkes dead and I can’t accept the fact that hes living, you. =+ -

E know

You ]ust can’t thlnk about that 24 ‘hours & dav, although you. can’t;“ -

get away from it 24 hours & day. But I just am in a state of limbo.

“It. would be much easier if we did know, one way or the other. If

he s, dead, we could accept that If We knew he Wwas 11v1ng, you know, '

o we could hope -
- Mr. GUyzr. But it. would g1Ve you morc peace of mmd 1f you I\new‘ o

- lus whr eabouts or burlal or. whatever

“Mrs, VARNADO. Yes, sir..

... " .The Cramman. That is- certamly what Wwe'are t1y1ng to. do We are‘ L

‘; C takmg the-approach. that they are alive, and if we can’t pick up that -
L mformatlon, we-are trying to get information of what did happen to .

. them Thisis one of the cases that we are wor km(r on, ' | T

« Mrs. VARNADO Good. :

. Wellyis there nobody. that can do anythmg about the ones who died
- over; theret T mean, if they say ono died in 2 prison camp, why cant e

' thev verify it? Why don't they return the remains? SRR
. The Cuamman. ‘Well, that is what we are doing, that is what we o
" are workirg onevery day That is why we went to Hanoi. - -~ " .

I agree. with you. I don’t: Jnow why they won’t give us this lnforma- !

.. tion, It is'not gaining anything for anyone. ‘And it slows: down the, L
o whole process of dealmnr wrth the North Vletnamese R L



I agree Wlth you, why don’t they glve us the mfmna‘tml,‘,? What\ fo:l{ﬁcggﬁg?;r mi'ommtlon 1egarduw the aucmft 1nc1dent has been :

sl frood isittothemi They are not.going to bargain ‘with them. . :
- . nado, the Ttis- punclpa]lv Colonel-~Donahue 3- eﬂ'orts - Lao smce thaf tlme
But they just move slower tha,n ik do. o far, Mrs, Vor ey thatI think would be of direct interest to the committee.

" .. things the North Vietnamese have told us they would do, they have . .
o give us all - “Colonel Doxanvr. Mr. Chaivman, first I would Jike to. frleet you and
o ;lholx;(;nﬁl:tl;nt;::f(s;nhaven’t’t01d us yet th&t they are (romg to g S Mr. Otflraﬂel and. Hl Tennyson Guyel—\\ hie h 1 thmk 13 o most. (hs--

Lo . ‘ rsumo' and ,tm uished name, i maysay so, - . o
But that is what wo are pushlnd thwt 18 what we ad p ! SRR K former PO in the group this aftemoon ]ms as]\ed me it he may

- we hope we can get that answer. -
- Mrs: VARNADO. You will be going back over thele soon?

"The Cixatraran. I think soi We are going to:try to go back to I-Ianm * ¢his is not possible. So I address the question to you in lus behali

“The CHATRMAN. A member of the andience?

havea lot-.
:}E;1111%?)1fﬁghl?)?ls;%loéEif:se‘ggrﬁgmrt }(::sesoitllidvsﬁgsa%ffmnt ?)fﬁcerf - Colonal Donamye. A former POW who is w ith the fmmly omup as
" Varnado wason their llst of died in capt1v1ty Tam sure they have some’ " . whole, and lends them ‘moral support. He is heu, toda3 zmd W ould
' ! e like o tape my testimony,if poss1ble T .

o "“;Q..,;,__lllfOI 'mation on that. . :
- But. we don't-know. that much Trom Laos whethel they have any:

“'Mr. Guyer: I have no objection.

s ,'tlmm or not; or whether Cambodia hes any. mfmmatlon or not I just. .
L  "don’L think they kept any recordsin my personal v1ewf tl ; v t;:“ 1\&: 8;'1'&01}2 ST\I)(:I{))?I](S;‘I?fC:)I;InatIOII SRR
SRS Ci ]ff,‘,tll ldovt hinle thgflc;;l;}élxietggmgse and some or tie 9”"?,”, ° ... The Cuarruan. You can tape it, if there’sno ob]octlon R
. Q\]\ e;&;&giggﬁ;y much VOll‘l bel.hg'hexe T T e TR M}r %’I‘I‘ING]’R I%alzt eno ob]cctlon at all,Ml Chauman B '
" . The CHAIRMAN ‘ L
RN m: -V ABNADO. Thank yot I app recmte the chance to come and‘ tell . "Colonel Doxanrus. I have one ofhex 1equost I hmc some. lepmduced
Ourlrlfe%‘i‘&mmw Thank ol S '. e - "'excelpts from two widely distributed periodicals whichy with your"
‘- "Our next witness is the }:"athel of a serviceman missing in aotxon He lt)el{mt?mloné atb fae end of mz' testlmony Lw O“Id sl th“t I b° “”0“ ed.
Y . todistributeto those presen
o 121010 11 VHEEGH%JS lzxonaIl}u: :fnrigré‘lila;:tg? L(}ngcgglgalégg iﬁ’a‘; lﬁ;:;d + 20+ One of them is'a sunimary of the MIA situation fl om Ne\\ SW eel\. and
K fcaﬁle\lirllme: I I‘loxl-rda olgum?o his Air Force czug;l he was often' - the other is an advertisement, copies of an adveltlsoment pzud 101 b}
involved in m1;1tary selcm ity'and Taw enforcement. o membew of the National Lozwue 2f Families, - RV S
~ " Colonel Donahue’s son, Morgan, was lost in a midair. colllson over . ;{lllg %&‘2&:}32 tf}l)lgtot]l)lllzitlﬁlllmlecoul . NAE
. I:nos in 1968, Tn an attempt to locate his son, Colonel Donshue hagex- . . y 1 I It 1 1 ” bo 1 1t
- pended considerable time and money since 1968 trying tofind outon his -~ ]n(ng]&nfn gl)) ?it?oﬁnd sin yK‘; E’lll assolc]n,clg\l\soﬁga,:\‘lm; 1:: ce (;) iplffgicma(z :
o own something abotit his son. He has traveled to Laos several timesand . tion has ever beén or t bred in the record, h 1 o
L };ﬁfvrggﬁeb?ﬁ:ﬁ f)f}t;oégsnfgl;::;:t?gz;;n&ﬂgé ::P :;lt ‘F“y Ameucans Whoi'-_ " - The Crratrma¥. This is 800 pawes? We. ha\ e only a celtam amonm
7 Colonel Donahue, yon may have a seat thele, and Mr. MacDonald_ s -Of&({ggzltf)gf\,ﬂt&ekr%ml::;%quqt2page‘, - SR,
oy 14 ' ?
S B :)lllm‘] 1(::; 1(;::)(1 ;;o the qomlnlttee the mfmmatlon we. have on Colonel‘,' * Mr.Orrivaen. Could we just se the mfornmtmn?
M, \f[ASOD(I)lNAID Morgan twas-one, of seven crew members abroad g 1 - The CTiATRMAN. dWhY ]don’t 3’20“ go ahead with. )’0“1 toctlmom, or
SOl ! . doyou want to read it right now? -
T ((,jenll%‘glml’?’mgg; 11::5 gp palr(g]ltly c&lhded m ngdmtll walt‘hha B-57 on De% - Mr. Guyen. T think, in the mte;ost of tlme, let 5 lmvc thc tthlanllY
v gember 1, 10 o’clock in e momm in the Tchepone are o o ﬁxst Mr. Chairman. i d o o
D Thor{ms \I Tl‘ll‘ll)lel the ()‘1—1}?3 mrlcvlaft commandel and the only re-- . 'lhe CHAmM” Alluoht lou may pmcee
- covered crewmember, stated: that while he was descendmo' he saw an- .- AHUE Oh I‘LORIDA
" othet parachuts and ‘two or three fires. He Was unaware ‘of the other ..~ STATEMENT OF COL VINCENT J DON
L ;:thcmft involved, and did not know 1f it was one of the ﬁles he spwor .- Coloréeil DoxanIn Tluﬁkl y]rou b ‘ 1 t I } ‘t - " e
. N ~+ " Mr. Chairman, I would like to begin: wha 1ave: to s‘w with- an’ ol
- IITe never hemd ny othe1 cr ewmembeya come UP on the mdlo Semch L c\pmssmn of ap];locmtlon to-you and Cthe members.of your committec,
-+ Aand.rescue forces did not observe any chutes, hear any heeper signals, o o Tam aware that this is 'm addlhonal duty laid upon you by the Chief . |
T o s alos e of 1
o - ‘agibis, S0 wea)necm e)om ime an¢ ' ts
o vsomchos, and seavch and 1oscue opemtlone were ofﬁcmlly suspended at, . to the ’fmmhes“ o e
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S mpe th1s plesenfatlon ‘Without the peumssmn of the (‘han nppmently o

i e L6 CHATRMAN. L. don’t have any. ob]cctmn :_'f.',...-...;.;,_,.Lr,_,:.M_;g.'.._t__ﬁ..;L.,,:;‘_'.f__i;,f




.-+ ', answer, inquiry, or interrogation period—it makes no -di
e e—With-a:résumé-of the MTA: situation-gs seen “fromthe viewpoiit "
. oofan MIAfather. . o Ll s

- tive of ‘the way-the familics. feel: about the handling of the entirg:
- POW/MIAissue. -0 oo oo R R

- .. With your permission, I would like to read for tlie record my presen- .,
. tation, and then make myself available for any questions you or other - N
" ' S i e CHAIRMAN, Y oS

’:-Wi‘,vtlki your p.érmiSs:i(ﬁi; I Svﬁii‘ld hketo pte_fa(jé any

,(%\3e73tion ‘and -,
clifference tg. -

" "Colonel Dowamus. Yes, sir; and at that time, lns divect quote was,

" There i§ an-old line about not

- members of youi-committes may. address to me..

e Col "nelgDonahue-.--Itﬂ\.\"»ill‘t'a‘ke~-me~‘-20—'minutes,«l\h’.‘w(}lmlrman. e
- The Cuamman. I believe it would be bétter if you would sum- - -
‘ portunity to ask.questions, .
. .. Colonel Dondxror: All right, sir, let me begin with the original part .

. Tho Criampan. How long is your statementf - & © %+ -

knowing how the Indian feels unlesy
- youhave walked in his moccasins, and there may be strong feelingy
- expressed in my ‘words, ‘but there is nothing of a personal nature, .
nothing of a political nature about them, They are, I think; representq.

wphere’s 8 good possibility of- Americans _s‘t:i’lkl“be‘ix'l’g held: a‘li.vo-in‘-So;i-t;hi«.f--:—~;~-¢-
" y/jetnam, Laos;, and Cambodia.” . | SO :

N , CEHAIRMAN. o think-wo should have that "thereéord;'
~ " The Crrarraran. Well, T thinle wo should have that for the record— .. =
kS ggﬁ)ﬁel’ DoNanuE, Excuse e, sir. The statement of Dr, Kissinizer

" fwas made. to.t‘liei-boa‘i'd'of directors of the Natli,o;ml' Legguq olf‘ qu};eS

“in o meeting with Secretar '

Kissinger.”.

- The Cuamrmax. Well, tﬁ's is not what he told the commlttce 'iln’ the T

yasbe

R Mr, Orrivazr: We cextamly '\\ibull'cl‘.aslc him ‘ﬁbﬁdﬁtjt.lxis‘\ylm‘nf '\\;g,nexﬁ B

meet with him.: - .- :

+when we next meet with him. ~
'Colonel Donanue: It's documented.. .

The*GI-I'A-IRM—AN-.--—Inahi&statemen‘t-:to.ius,:,I..Ilad;.t]id..illlpr.éss,ionith,at_h_e,_;-,,_‘;,",,‘_j;;

‘matize it and then'give the members'the o

.. of this presentation. . .

g words, on"January 24, 1973, were, and I quote '

o .ng in action is unconditional.and will take place within the same time |

.., -frame as the American withdrawal.”: T
e “Second utterance. by the same' individual, in an address made o

~ the:National League of Families board of directors in, February 1974,
candIquote: om0 o
- “There is.a good possibility of Americans still being held alive in

o South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia:” -

-+ Colonel Donanur, February 1974. I think the league reports will:
. reflect the exact .date. Colonel Hopper, I am sure, could give us the
o oxactdate,. o e T
- On November 24, 1975, the same individual addressed the members

- . of the Eeonomic. Club in ‘Detroit, Mich.; which was:after the Commu- -

- nists had- given the United States its' first military ‘defeat and had
- overrun Vietriam, Cambodia, and Laos, at that time he said: " -
.. “We;the United States, have brought-peace to our Nation for the
"« - first time in o déecade and a half.” - R

Mr, Orrineer. When was that made? ©© .

- Iefer to the selfstyled “Lone Ranger,” Henry Kissinger, . - - -

- going back to what Secretary Kissinger said, what did he say about

‘. it—that there are some Americans
- tosaythat® . . oo

‘Colonel Donattur, Yes, sir.

" Washington,

alive there? Did I understand you -

, In 1974, in Februaty, he addressed the
- " board of-directors of .the Leaguo ‘of Families assembled heré in .~

et the mericans being held aliy isoners in North .

here were no Americans being held alive as prisonexs i North .
ff:llctl 'tS:)uth Vietnam. In Laos, T think he said he dlcrl).
did not know in Cambodig.’ S

' slonel. Do ' v cominen tlmtcommentMlChan
L el e e s e (olonel Donanoe. IE T m.ay,:_commcp:t on that comme b M e
-+ T first wish to vefresh your memories as far as certain utterances of . man t;oqfrequtqnfllg 332'Eﬁgﬁﬁﬂfmg‘ﬁigﬁ;@aﬁalgé}t%lgéﬁl'd'-‘Say that
.very high. official - U.S.. Government, is concerned. His first . ‘their présumptions; are dismissed as hearsay, and yet.1 would say

a.very high . official of the U.S. Government is cOncexJ}ed_ His ﬁrst | ',;ﬂiﬁlllﬁnions' ,g-f',Mr‘." Kissinger are also hearsay; becaiise hie has no first-

~+“The return of American personnel an the accounting for the miss- - hand knowledge. He knows only what the enemy tells him. It 1s v

| N Ak  hever.beeh an organization. .

. to realize and to understand: that there has_ne'vepbgen.zm organization. . .-

- v'ittzt-li%zted; chartered, funded, and given a mission; with the dl-;.%cteél."" SO
* mandatory support of all- members 'o'f.It‘he;mtgl_l_lgence};cqmmulml y..,_,.tlo' wile

" resolve the MIA issue; Bven the membets of this august body dea Wlll‘,”_‘ e
'~ the DOD and deal with State and deal with the enemy, and get only ..
]‘B%I:ighen MrKlssmgel makes a statementto ﬁhqéffegtthzit&@ﬁ b(ya S
" Ijsves there ave no more Americans alive in that part of the wotld, \C\1 g -

" do not have demonstrable evidence; we do not have remains; we do . N
“yiot haveeyewitnesses. e L
: -1,1.0 E\}::Zlvg‘t"lllink; a8 Admiral McCain, former. CINCI_?AQ, c](?ci;c;l,.thitthtl? o
= Delieve the Communists, who would destroy us, despite theiv and, i -

‘gratiating, gentle ways, is insanity. -

e e about, this yps of personaliy in a book by Ruth-
You can read about this type of personality.in a book by tuth = -
- .Bezgglli'c%,'“.’.I.‘heyChi".ysan'themum and the' Sword,” ‘written about the . -

;L Japanese-ater. World War II The enemy tells us what pleases lum &
O ol up Hano¥s plan of conquest of Southenst Asin for 10 yenrs.
1 iy o O2"C! VAN . o tor .
"+ . 'think; Mr, Chairman, regardless of who uttered them, vegardless . - The Noxth Vietnamese hate.us: They would do anything to-torment, - .
**..of political “persuasion:or position, that they are ‘specious: words;
-+ Machiavellisn words. Theyare anguish-inducing words, They' are -
~*hoartbreak-causing words, and they have served no purpose over the: -
© - yedrs other than to cause the next of kin of the MIA’s to be-incensed,
w .. The Cramman. Colonel Donahue, I hate to interrupt you here, but . -

divide, hiumiliate, and embarrass us.

B ‘ ’ " why would they hold” ";'""."IAmex'iéall'f '

" When someone asks me why would .Lhey.l.lql_d back on jean,

' M%ﬁ@zsgins()pw'iilg'\'xihat'ﬁheyﬁare,,and what they stand fot, and hgw'mthl_ SEE

" out Christian principle they ate, I would a’sk you the .rmsmmvlc ques-

" tion, whywould they not hold bacle? =~ T oo

tl(')llgi-g‘lgxl‘};;}?ém'\lrérv‘bg’ginning,Mr; Chqn'man,nt}}e MIA issue has %)(}Qilf RO

. mishandled by State and by DOD; going b&m_cfk in I:;]l?eoﬁz?sz?lsx:l—:c’nﬁ:z 11 -

~is-representative—to thie letters we received from the rsonnel center’ -

;St]ﬁg:ﬁ;g{]pﬁ At thit time, the casualty officer was ‘a‘nl_Alnl Force h_e‘l,l :
tenant.colonel by thename of J. G. Lather. .~

‘And'in his first Tetter, which touched upon already provided infor-. -

. 'mation about, the MIA. status of our son, he .i.n's.,ti'qcte‘cll.i-us 1}0t.vi.;(.) dlS P

not know,and he .. -



- e-hegan-thexe. -
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s e e 8

. closo what had happened to 1y son ot his fate to anyone. And jt. - ..,;uything'ébnifl'évéltsiil. s concerned, you dor’t go to-the bathroom -

.- We can take this up through 1975, when Tt Col, Kain, who worked.~ CGtate, T
* with. Genexal Ralph “Chappe” James, USAT, ‘leaked to the news = | wnd vet, DOD is an entity in itself, So,
© ., “medin, the damndest calumny. that has ever been uttered—that the’ ?'1,'03,3 t1ho MIA issue, despite the fact that
" families did not want their next of kin declared dead, presumptively lisloyat or. do not lemonstrate loyalty downward to those men who .

-~ declored dead, because they wanted to continue receiving the pay and . ‘..:mi'de“:‘them genera]'slt]n:ougl,l'th‘ei_lf‘ offorts. and bearing: of arms; the . -

" allowances of these men. - - |

I tl};ihf.ﬂ(' that since we ?I'.é; a"'éroslss" ,Séﬁtioﬁ of %l‘ie "A‘mei.“i‘can' 1’1‘;’1)“]]5“ ~ hoses, for obtaining officer training schoo ‘¢andidates. DOD too,-would. .
. tion, that except for  few peoplowho have been oversome 3% the . Digor thisissue to go away and never bear of ita ain, Ll
. ‘dimensions-of é)le'problem,,there is not a family member in the:league f'hkﬁ'()]) constantly But's th};_ familics dovwn, As I say, the
~who would take $1 million or'more for' the finger:or the toe:of :the . o hearsay r, i age of 1

. ‘loved oney let alone his verylife. " - e o S ‘st'oi""'.l'efl‘“‘i .
e Andonow_we get.to Major. Silverbusli, . who 18 assigned: today - jonldens, - volling of the eyshalls, o totiching

allegations.

S officer, he‘has the responsibility of visiting the families the next of  Sioront will attest to-what she saw and what s
. kin-of the MIA’s, to offer 'c_dns;(ﬂution,_'S}?;ﬁl)atlly, or'pq’ssibloi assist: 32“1],?1110‘;:3(1 e e
. arice in the name of the Air Force, . - -~ o e really. costs you'to be & member of this unhappy group. My-own

\cithout ‘gctting-pergniSs*,m and clearance from- the Department of

(,'le's.pite the 'f:iot, thatxt 16w I
the.gencrals'and colonels are S

- LA dssue is admittedly damned poor {)ublicity- for recruiting-pur-

7, or, in- the-case of a mother who is not here to‘day,:whbseliﬂ-: C |
2ed some sympathy, a. sympathetic car, a shrug of the '~ . -~ .
of .the hemf put her - .o

" to the Air Force ca'éﬁﬁl"ﬁy-”"ofﬁéé*at-"mﬁdm'"~h+='waBf;«'as;s~~a~~casun1,ty-«-:-~'~~-g-t—df-ﬁ-wva.\..;-.—andwsl1e-.411as¢..fa,c1e-c1;_fl;om,_the;s,_g.o,_ng,_@l&hqugh she to this . .-
o ] he heard and What™ [T

ER ‘Miﬁ@fffSil“\Zéi‘bii'éli"—‘;'sfm"ﬁd'I'th’i’s“‘canfg‘b'e“ dérridn_?t}‘ﬁted»;'~;-;t1i¢'f,;lé.u;itlé'-.Ao.sinl ~;«:'~,~;,“.ifeg liad:o coronary last. fall which the doctots attributed 1t to stress, - S
. proveit—has attempted to 'persu,ade'l\II‘A:fu‘nuhes‘tolask fora PEOD. " yyess ‘born of the Toss and the lack of ‘1jc§(jliiti6ii',‘bﬁf’f‘\thve;'ca;sbl"‘of_"ller e

- He is playing God, that is: “You can start your life over againy have - cpigphornsom o L
.. your son_or your husband‘or. your brother or: your father, declared. Qhe is  recovering, but unfortunately . the-
" dead ‘and. move-on and, establish a néw life for yourself?: - : | )W © 2
You a]l'_']{llow 4Dr.11«‘1-ank Si‘evevts."Héand I are advcrfsa,r'ies-behdlise,,.'," “month myself, oo e L SR THA

“of o positions on the MIA issue. His words, that.I am about to'quote. .- T have Jived my life. My son liasn’t. My son, whom T loaned to the -

' th stless s1tuat1onls stﬂl
* tbore, and T fear for her, while I'also die a little bib every week, every -

" fo you sonvey, 1 hink the Stato Department's postion in thismater. . grvice, has a right to Mg ifo itho o1 MIA. and the service, instead <

- In July, of 1974, the National League of Families held its annual, " of coming out in 1973, immediately- fter the Paris peace accords,;

~ sorroveful conference in the Tlilton Hotel in Omahi, Nebr, T talked to " “jth '« PEOD . program which was to PFOD all. MIA’s within' &

Dr. Sieverts in the lobby, and during.the course of that, conversn- year - this is loyalty downward? -

tion—and the words are indelibly scored in my ‘mind=he snid: © FOrtun.at'ely,-the‘f,a-milics,-_at 'the'il-'bv&;i'éxpense,:-wefe‘aablé‘to'ta'k'éf o -

“Tf T had my way, I:would have all of the MgIA’s.presun'lpti\','cly' . this issue to’ the Tederal courts. The law under which the PFOD’s. .

" declated dead immediately, and thug T would bring an end to the ywere being accomplished was declared tobe unconstitutional, The"

o ‘anguish and pain of all of these nice f;unily‘membtars.“’”. SOl 'PRODs were stopped. The regulations were changed, and the PFOD’s
~ Ts he so naive or stupid that he thinks fhat by the stroke of & pen. - .can ‘now be- yesumed, although, by & tacit agreement apparently be- |

. in'the hands.of o clinirman of a PFOD panel or board that heis going " tween the families and State and DOD; they are in abeyance. -

. to.answer the ultimate question in the _ﬁear.ts‘and minds.of the Joved - But. the sword of Damocles is hanging. We. don’t know

o ,‘9.‘?05,-°f,t'h° MIASE . . S T doorbell i oing to ring and there will be a couple of men iiL uniform, "

"OfFrrl;:'nkl foevel'ts snid:that to me, and I kept my cool, and T am proud " ope’'a "Cllap'faixm and one it‘l)elfSQﬁIIOI gfﬁcer',v come to administer the-

cooofmyself, o o L A A o de erace wheie my son is concerned, © . S

-7 1.did not greet Mr. MchoSl;ey;;When,I“glreeted the other menbers; c()lt our Chief Exec‘lll,ti\*q,u the ‘Commander in:Chief, who expects - .

. 'he was'not here: 1 would like to, sir, and I would like also to refer to. - 'junqucsstioriing“'Qbediénc’e,'and' loyalty from the Armed Forces, I think.

o recent comment by you to the effect that, although at one time there - Jje, “too; must realizg that the Armed Forces, the people.in trouble;

7 may have been some MIA’s alive in t]ie:‘mo]ln’tains'or.'igl the hills of . gpecifieally the MIA’s, wartant hisloyalty and his attention. - L
3 -'j‘,I’aos,;'t.,h‘,“?,«th?’“ fact that any of them are alive today would be very, .. I think his inferest to dato in this problem has been an avuncular .
“vory slim—the probability would bevery slim. *- S 7 e, Te listens, he nods, he. puffs his pipe, nts,

‘when the .

malkes o few comments, .

" These words, in effect consummate.what I haye been saying here;” . and then puts the mabter. out of mind.until the next unavoidable ..

.. Had our Government, acted promptly and propetly in this matter, and . meeting i§ forced upon him, .- o . S
_ " had ive not engnged in years of Thetoric and tennis-balling the issie - - Whiat T am giving is the impression #rom the other side of the fence:
- back and forth, these m?n_'w_ho.I\vere‘ali‘vo at that time might still be How it feels to be and to exist as a MIA parent. el T
+ alivotoday—if indeed if they areno longer alive. -~ .. o And, anfortunately, Mr. Ford has placed-all of his trust in the "
.. DOD, of course, is an instrumentality of the State Department. I .~ Secietary of State, and has assigned him this problem, ‘And, other -

. spent Mmost three decades in the U.S: Air Force. I know whereof I . - than “for the threo utterances that I quoted for you, Mr. Kissinger - i
s‘peal‘c_..' ‘If.yon are zlt'_,cqloml:an_d}ypu_ ;u’ga;genc‘ra];‘-pgjlftl'cul'zp_‘rlyf where . “has not seen fit to vigorously -or ‘agpressively address. this problem- -



T

! . . B L . )

. . he had affixed his signature to the documents concerned. - - i
. Kvery other issue in this country -seems to.have had priority, T

o MIA'saremot, v LT T TR R £
- And Senator Charles Goodell today has the affront to' aske that the -

since he Walked away from the Paris Peace Accord tables, fo irhicl,

Inrelatlon :'to ‘;ltl'le b,ill‘io.nléf. off"d'ollmfs'- of taxpayers’. hard-earned . |

* have nothing agninst amnesty, for example. T think thare must be g

..+ 'timé of healing and coming ‘together, But not until those who went -
o and fought are brought'home, ~ o Lo
- According to, Selective Service, in’ June 0f 1975-9,911 out of thy
.. 5,685 signups for the clemency ‘program ‘.had',des,ertedl'dr;,de‘»fecte'd,
. again and were ont of the ‘program, But' they were physically’ well, .
they were intact; and hurrah for them: They. were free.men, which the -

o ~program. - be “reactivated so that clemency can - be universally -
- - administered, . i T

- with more mil

. you sreskillful enough,
. snough to outmaneuver

oney W

uneasy peace;

I sobering and frightening aspect of this committes from the .~ .

. The' s

V! int of those-of us on'the other side is that you:all, with your:

: vie‘@,WrI::,'?)‘lrnde‘limi‘t‘ed.clmx‘t‘el'-,i\/v,ill eventually, if you continue to function
- gV . eIy L

ORI AP bmit a'report
4 we see the commlttee,'functlon.,ﬁlou,mtnl'l 'mevi,ttaéb})}é?;?;ﬁlttyai}elﬁe'ss‘»’ o
A5 TE TS Treontive vhich ‘will .contain & note of ALy 4
: ixecutive whic on - note ol 1NALLY. -
Hanol; outmaneuver State, and outmancuver - - - -

90D, the case for the MIA is absolutely, utterly hopeless.
[ - b

ch Secretary Kissinge imitted to Israel and Bgypt, =
b tary Kissinger-has committed to.Israel and Tgyp ——

hlch‘Slfg;g fcloyfollow, ,%br-,wlmt at best can be described as oo
cettainly the.budget of this committee scems meager e

- Shoﬁld—-th@lﬁntil;rep‘ort;of."the.;COImnliltﬁe.-_b.Q;llegi,tjflw e, When yousub- .. © ..

" Butgoing buelk to DOD #d the personnal conter ot Randolph, to
. close that phase-o : S

r

- 80,that she had that period of-anguish to live with, . -~ .

~~ That’s only one of many. What I am ‘trying to tell you' here is, . .
- - Whether by misguided conviction, by order, or by design, the DOD
- Personnel involved, and specifically in the case of the Air Force, the -
Casualty. Center people at. Raridolph,.do not believe, il not believe, -
~that any MIA’s or POW’s were alive, “unless they are deserters.” And
- that the Center,’and DOD scek o declaration of finding death in-all .
~ - -Something that troubles us, just for the record, is that recent media, .
. discolsures have now informed us that some of our key Government:
- officials secretly promised North: Vietnan up to $3.5 billion ‘to-re- .
-~ habilitate that country after the hostilities ceased. This is almost thres - =
. times the amount thaf the United States expended.in J apan, o countyy .

of four or five times the population of Victnam. '

~+ - . Wo'have always helped those we have defeated in battle, but this . -
- ~new wrinkle of helping. the victor in the battle, I don’t un derstand, . . -

. Let me: adc‘_l‘re'ss“ ﬁh’é : coﬁn‘n’iﬁteé, ,‘ plea'se,' in’ refe"réhéé'_. to- the -‘Sei'ect 5
- eommitlee,. .. S

. Lragicully, the lifespan of this committee is but 1 year. And equally
-+ - tragically, the amount:of time available and ‘money sllocated are
'_-gﬁfossl'y~ilfla,dequate;“ o R T T ATRhtetar

obher ase of, what I have to say T am not just recounting an- -
... othei"MIA horror story. There are stories that family members could
oo tell you that you wouldnt believe, i oo oor COW
wo e We hinve o' young han hre today,
-~ Hanoi, whose mother did not—wags informed that he was an MIA;
.. he'wag sccond of 4 gmall group released, fox whatever thé motivation, . -
| Those in his ¢arp-1who,were released by the enemy came out of thaf
o, comp o Tieedom. They know he was alive, They knew he was well, But
ey they avoro debriefed by State and DOD, it-was mads kiown fo
. them that it was State and- DOD’s prerogative to inform his. family
. that he wasmil\'IIA,‘nota.‘PO\NT."» e T T TR
" When he got out a couple of years later, he learned that DOD and
"~ State had ‘never bothered to inform his mother that he was a Pow,

e onohio U elose.the history book on the ugly e
Aor example; who spent 5 years -iny

" youtine .processing, this action w

- the eneiny no longer:has any'res‘ponsibilit{;}

*slavery and degradation, and, I'm sure, R
- as possible i pIb T 11 come'of what, T am about to say, but T
T and by Ty coRvicton to ab least speak these

-+ and T don’t think the MIA’s can hope to understand until the issue -
Cisresolved, L e R

" word .to Americans, 4. ,1',epugh

nt, i : he will | ly, or in all prob--
& :t-to the President, it follows that he will probably, or in all px ,
iml,t*.lt_" to tél:l‘,fizl:%(li:nc’o ljlg'i'eSS;f"eﬁ' lain what msvha]gpgned,- that ‘tlt}g .
shibts t amenable to solution, and' that, the time has come to
ot history hool on the ugly hapter of the entire Vi
nvolvement, which, persists because of the MTA issue. " °
’ Imén 3%1%3111{02111:;&11(1 the PFOD’s will begin on a ¢hronological . "
gword o1 -1 ) L the L2

g nif were sxpedited, within & year o¥ t\\‘pﬁ,“’jugtj_tlle;‘,:
.. bagis, Even if they were not e‘{Pecifl i@él’im’i‘nate‘ ‘th)e, O et o |

. T

. Hanoi, for the committee, for DOD,‘and for State. Within 18' months

" that log. - at’s o bad, hopeless feeling to have, =~ .. .
" th%ﬂf&tﬁﬁeﬁ;?g? ‘ sliefll\{I'IAPprOblen'l goes away for Hanol and for -

-DOD and for State, it will never go away for those of us who lost (‘)‘url . £
" loved -ones, as I say;,

from the stroke of & bureaueratic pen. - L
{ inlc you pr eady know. it—of - -
"1 wotld remind you—I think you probably already know ii-—ol “
P ‘tt’}(x);lnlg l\lfl?nllgi(;si};lger has never told the Am(,nl'lcqnlpeoc%)l% :i[}‘r(l)cg’l:&t |
?glgg'ce our Government has declared our MIA’s deceased. PFOD'ed,
‘ b by their vy by a pre-- -
if they ar en, abandoned, betrayed by their country by a pre-
;ﬁgggi'??irflgﬁisé‘{%?g}a)z?agot;}fey,f.will-fl%,zive'left, to them nothing but

Cwords, <
-J have-to-recommen

" tiong probably known to M , ebus parersomn BT
“ lvco%‘nl:tzs‘a{grcseboﬁgggmﬁénded ‘course of actionincorporates a very ugly - -

- However emotionally loaded.t
" tliat we remind ourselves that

during the administration of John F. .-

) “Kennedy, the ransom technique was used. with the 'app;‘oval ﬁ(“)f"th‘l‘g

tnamese - e

eafter, DOD will-cut the string that l‘ipldsj"thiéx’ o

L L Y ‘§q. '

‘there won’t be any MIA’s officially al,lv‘el;:-crgo; Flle‘lq‘ won t‘b:o.l‘ any G

.‘i'.prggllzr&imeé " Mr ‘Cl'l'i‘li"‘l“l‘ﬂil‘,ﬁ;'\\"}(",‘fanlilly.“lnélhbiel‘s foel like ants on.a - o
I LGy o Wi :

| great big log floating down. the Mississippi River and trying 'to"stee}' i
) M ’ (<) ,

to aceount for them.So . "
their hope they will dieassoon =~ "
to the cominittes two courses of action either. . ..

which could concel . yesolve the MIA. problem. These are op- L
O.f .Whl(}h Cou,ld concel_\'abli ig?:sllx;lege;,bllt le ﬁ)as l'lev."ei'. scen ﬁtto m..ke‘ |

ote the ferin: Yy R
! omant word, . it is the” term ransom. L
at word may be, I think it is important .
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R

- Governiment through private busiriese channels to. buy out prisoneig

“+ .~ Destow upon him her favors for $50,
- i She was delighted

. His answer was, “We have already established that ; we have already A0 st named Leigh Hunt mony years ago wrote .a_’p.oem -°1l?i,tledz

 that time spread our money and

L World War IT saw it vl ‘
. then the Betlin “Airlift, which kept. West' Germany: from being ab- -
- sorhied, ninoebalije, by the Russigns. -~ ...~ T TR
- Then the multifacted AID program, which has scattered our money-.

. with pharma@_g_tig@l_g,,;__wit]‘1__,,j,t\1faqtpxl-s,;4f.with“.;ico;;lmOditigg,.:..‘gnd;} Othé,l"'i?fc\"‘e’"y‘é finished helping the poor Guatema aps,]we‘jﬁll"bg q}lotllel- $2

“things needed by Cuba.” .

- Aspractitioners of thelaw are wont to 's:ty; the precedéht was théi“eby 3

.+ established, set in concrete; if Kou will, for all time. -
" And in the caso of our MI to ‘ e V e
- conflict, the $314 billion which Mr, Kissinger proposed to back uj

- wants so badly that it would surely be willing to cooperate where the
~ MIA's ave concerned to acquire them, - B R

- brought on himself what ‘happened. But ransom. |

- “lady of the xiig tat t'he‘dtlfi ) ell‘(‘l‘_()'f;{(‘{l}l(‘,__hqug_r_(rl{“' !ll.l;f,lz,i!?,],.(ﬁﬁl.',l,,f. she would

525, -

- -8he became very "'i"n'd"i'gnm’l',t,' and she smd, “Whut | dof you ‘. think 1

L demonstrated that. Now we are just talking about the price,” -

S0 I think that it’s o little late in the ,bdllgamg,.sinCe the Bay of
. Pigs, for us.to get religion ’and 'to becorne hypocritical overnight. It -
these men out, and in-no other way will they be .

", ransom is going to get

. gotten out, Good Lord, let’s press on, buy them-out, one by one, until
they arsall homesafe. -~ ¢ 7Y R

- . "The world kiows whiat we are since the Bay of Pigs. We talk out of . |
. both sides of our mouths. This is no time to chiange, until the men'aye -
.~home, and then maybe we can reembark on that course.and stay on it, - -
- The second approach is for the President and Commander in Chief .~ .
© ¢ toread up on'his history hooks and to learn, if he doesn’t already know,. " " -

. or to relearn if he has -forgotten, that for almost this entire century,. |
. the ‘wlhiole world has: benefited from the largess of the. United States,
. “Which has been excoriated and put down ali’m‘und the world, -~
- After World War I we had the Hoov,ex’*‘plal'l;_"I-Iel-bei't"quver at.
d our wealth throughout war-torn and-

: p’estilence-ridden._Euros?e_.' R S Rt S
e Marshall plan, which was international and

o _-around the world -in so’ many ‘ways and in such larg ‘amounts. that - |

-~ nobodycan actually tell.you exactly how much and where, =

810 billion, for which she pitsin oureye,

® today, the MIA's ‘O'fltihle‘ Vietnamess 1 think the time has come now fox",,lt(.lill.écb".ﬁnail.lg}er in gﬁi%fftgtﬁg%(}‘t ”
X g ot B2l e Toud and clear voice, acdress all of the heg ‘
- hisarticle 21 of the Paris peace accords are ostensibly to rebuild N optﬁ -ypy and in-a loud and cleu ;

- and South Vietnam; These dollars afe truly a grand plum which Hanoj,

o S
o - Yoware from 'Mi‘ssiss_il?lli.;,-_&!L@;I,-hm_lid:l,thisﬁ,stqry“_in_1.BIiSsi351 opi; M-
~ o Chaivmar Abouit the young country boy on a Saturday night, He went

- o town to'a honky tonk, and he had a small roll of bills in his pocket .-

: esident must. do-it. He must personally get involved as the .
- which ho thought was bigger than it was, really. He a proached. - But the President must, do it. He must personally g

8l © o forward testimony. that you have given today.
Eknow, since we have started giving; we have given Indira Ghandi -

5o Unitad States has rospondod to virtually every famine and

‘natural disaster, Witness the eaithquake in Guatemala. When .

,‘A"l“&r'of$4 or$5 million out of pocket.” - -
oL Py B S

g tied g strine to- f this aid; We have never - -
And we have never tied a string to any of this aid. We have never
Si‘e d"fOl' anythmg'm retmn.‘ Lo

P - 1d and ask for a one-time payment on that loan, interest free,n .
. 1d and ask for a-on yment on that Loa1n, A
3‘6 mﬁe of o humanitarian cause. That payment is'to be their voices: -

. he Ul @ A :

& ynison, “directed -toward Hanol, expressing extreme displeasure

4 G ‘Paris peace accoids, and to de- . vt
_ : \ P S P T PTG Pt Y D Y| re to live up-to the.Pa.us_‘peac‘e.acc'()l.d%-*!'n‘ sourt - o
-~ No.money for rehabilitation, We don't rehabilitate the victor who "VIthiItﬁ?::l? ,lﬁdfl?;i'l-limmediatel)}; relénse our MIA’s and aclco,uln.(}“ffl 9_11‘;'.‘ s
ssippi M o, North Vietnam is working on evecting a facadeof a poace-loving .~

- oAt ARt L ome 1 respected meniber of the community
ation. She wishes to become a respectec member .01 be ( :
' l‘?ti:iﬁdlslélgf the world—these are voices.to which Hanoi will respond. .

 Commander in‘Chief, and not delegate it to the Lone Ranger, -

7T would like to'elose the presentation '-I:'have“h‘erer'with‘"Wg_l.'dﬁ Wh“’h e
. at tho thought. So they had a drink before leaying
© . the premiscs to-go-elsewhere, and he happened to see that he didn’t

- have quite as much money. in that roll 18 °he-thought. So he reopened .
.- theissue and asked if she would mind spending the night with him for

 seally-mean o lot to me, They arenot lengthy.” - - - -

“Mr. Ford’s actions will reflect the single greatest attribute whichall. ... "

" of us have been taught that man can have, 0“10, which we have been -
" taught since 'we were children, love for our-fellowman,

‘ oo o ST
- “Abon Ben Adhem.- . v and discovered an
4 Tt had to do. with a r.n.zm.-_.who‘ -alwoke one,’nllght..a s of those who -
angel in hig room, writing in a golden book the names of those ho.

)

© loved the Lord. TIunt wrote: -~

© . And Abon said, “Ts ine one? . |

: “N;‘Y, not_so,” replied thlt;z At&nfl.{el._ ‘iiv"stiil- S = )

© Abou spoke more low, but.cheerily still; - . - o

B v.‘;‘i\l;)f;;:#ﬁltiggé ]tllll‘t)aln write me-as one that lovcs,‘hi'sffcnl,loy,tznalm" R
" Aud the Angel wrote, and vanished, - . o0 e
L ”%ﬂg‘ﬁgit‘\rﬂgﬁt; it came again, with;a-great‘\vnll(onlrtllg]igllt,, <

" ’And showed the. names whom love of God hn(l.:lyleggel_——.‘ o
"+ _"And 10! Ben Adhém's name - X 3

- Led.all the vest. ..~

R & uch more nohle and ,uphf_t,uw.thxs,‘,cmulse_of_nc. by:the
Pll(;(l):ﬂnﬁ,“lczlxlt]lrglo than for him to ,shoulaer;:-ht? blﬁﬂi&ehlt?:ég&m%g; L

" ity for inseribing npon the tombstones of the MIA's £l b A I

' ]tlllt%efio’l’?&lﬁilrlby&) ‘cllc))ing,'f also letting the enduring memory of those .

. - 1 “ o ‘, ‘: \ 'la;ll -
~“hrave, patriotic warriors create bl..el_”.fOI? Ph,e coﬂ‘m of Amf"‘.‘?q: S

~ intearity. -
disnosition.. .o e
" The Cramaan. Thank you, Colonel, for that sine

T will be brief. T only have a conple of comments, and maybe one -

.+ question, so the other ,ﬁmembe'rsf\yi'l‘l'hm’e‘the ,OP»QQ-ftti1i11§¥.' N

[ Y 2 X7k 7 S

: s "“-thésé'tv{rddpt'ioh‘s,'.‘"' :
1 think if Mr. Ford wers to implement; either of these two options, . = .
1 .th‘l;li]ﬁ's,lcfoiheto-l'li'mf'and to all Americans that peace which :cgm";. SR
ghell: service to one’s fellowmpn—in this case, those who hf}_"e, NOGYEL . v
o l'égu'riedl from Southeast Asia to their homeland. .

So much for myplepurcdpleSenmt]olla ‘.M"r'.*Ch.ai}'mali.:I am at yf)m‘., o

'1"e‘a_n‘cl,'stl'night‘-) B



. _someahsweron the missing inaction, - .. oL
S And, quite frankly, the League helped form this committee, = '
© - But the missing in sction, in my opinion; wiis on the back burng,

e R ‘2'v-Ag:tjﬁé:]-!y;f\éyerydﬁgfbn;’this commiittes asked {o serve on it‘s‘.-.Th'e'yA hﬂd |
e ,A,,4.,9§h91.';,Qbhggmj;lons.:They;ure:;_liké,.the,.qthei‘. 425 Members.of-the -Hoyg, -
. ‘they aie vitally interested in the missing in- action, b

taken the time,

and we are all totally dedicated to try to come up wit)

- The Defense Department, the State Department, the Excutive Brang -
_‘w‘el'e‘notdomg;;much, . : S e

" 'We are trying: We have hel‘:d' up the changesmstutus "u:"n'til }tlixis, ‘oony,

- mittee can writé its report, .ot T T
© . And, quite frankly; as the chairman, I just don’t have any ideq yy

o . what the réport will be. We still have a good 6 months left to work o -
. this issue, We feel like we are moving well, and that if it ean be dong

it the'answers ¢an be. found, this committee, with
- . operation, we can come-up with somé of the answers, -

. Toame back a. year later, Ireceived tlie sire trez,it’rﬁeht.' o

- 7 .Colonel Dona 'IU‘E,‘-Ameri'c‘anjprisq‘nérsfin‘Lﬁds.  S
"+~ Mr Otrineer, Not MIA’s; prisoners that they

a_‘

.7 "President T ord, in:my: opinion—I think the.'c_o'mmittee'j ii;il.lryalgm .

o with me—has really been totally cooperative. We have been able to S
o '-:_‘hlm;;chhj:eas;el";‘.th‘?,nf"'xye' “haye other Govetnment officials, and b,
‘admits it's a frustrating issue. But he has been totally, so-far, coopery. -

. tive with us, and we have tried to keep him updated on the situation,

- You stated that—and this is the only question I;-hstve%}rojuistntéd in

.+ i your testimony that there are somie Americans.alive in Southeng,
. Asia, Do.youhave a feel for it, and will you tell us what your opinion

R is% Where you get the information? Can you give the committee soms
type of figure, how many in North Vietnam, how many in South Viet..

- nam, how many in Laos, and how many in-Cambodis ‘do ‘you thin -
could bealive? -~ - T o

e ,Col'onel'DoN;\I-xUE.NUnfbrﬁﬁnﬁtehlfﬁ'for'.'.families who have rhi'ssing in‘i |

. action members in other parts of Southeast Asin, I have devoted my
- time primarily tothe MIA situationinLaos. =~ .+ . ™ . o

‘ [

. In1969, I made my first visit to: Vientiane. At that time, I was ably -
- - to get to and ses and spend:2 hours. with Soth Pethrasi, who at that :
" time was'the delegate of the Pathet Lao.to the tripartite government
.. that eventually yielded tothe coalition government,. . - = .

.~ Tor 2 howss, I was given a lecture on dialectic materials, Bub T wis
. -seeking information from him. There was nothing I could do about it, -
*:“and I couldn’t losemycool. - " . T

. The third year, my wife prevailed upon meto take her with me, 'an.dl‘.

- during the course of our third meeting with him, Pethrasi became s -
..+ little nostalgic. He reminisced a little bit,-and he said he had‘lost o son
...+, at Dien Bien Phu, and knew how we felt, " *~ - .~ -~~~ . . .~
.+ And: he said, “Yes, we have over 100 American. MIA’s.” This was.
.. the chief delégnte of the Pathét Lao.in Vientiane talking. Today he is
~ . one of the ministers in the Pathet Lo Government: I don’t know if it's..

... transportation, education, war;.or agriculture, but he is one of the
. ministers of the Pathet Lao Government in Vientianenow. - .~ '
. Subsequent to that time——— = . " :

* Mr. Orriveer. Excuse me,
-prisoners of war? - 7

could identify?

8ol kmow

o ]loth:i.ng

o Even our POW’s in Hanoi ziever saw anybody: who was nfro- ..

o du
v as the surface of the Moon used tobe. -

few breaks and ¢,

-+ Pethrasi was,

. Orrinanr, What was the approximatedate?,

beim

our knights in shining armor, you are our only hope; There is nothing. - - .
between us and PFOD’s on a large and final scale, other than you - .-

citizens and leaders, -
. The Craman. Really,
~ Department,

: Colonel DONAHUE He: could lave identified them: Yonu see, sir, 88:

is
el ! sfromLimos.© T
rlc\%d:(:gf'oPu(l)?\%g?ﬁ?d to- most Americans, Laos is as.emote and. un-
= pethrasi said, “We have 100 Americans.” He
ol you who they azo until we T8 SO 7]
el erialist, warmongering, bombing, war criminals,” and so on,..
, miflbnel'ggtl;:lsz“he,hacl-mellfwed,'di.le perhaps to'my. -wﬁe"s q}l‘let tears m}t g
nily’t'h.irdqviSitj, lie did commit himself to sny-—and my wife was a wit-

E R B Lo 3. ‘ .'7 n it I“lau a
BN e Reverend Roffe—R-0-f-f-¢—who lives in Orlando, Fla. = . =
23?3’ gv-r}ll% z};’:s with the Evangelical church in Vientiane for more than .

40" years, who

pethrasi’s words,

. words. S 'ﬁidlié(i
X bethrast was a colonel in the Pathet Lao Army, but he functioney R
aslf:ﬁghéi%ilmn head of the Pathet Lno delegation fo the bripartite gov-: .-

nment-at that time, e
e”ll\fﬁe %*I";'I'NGER?CMY you pin down that date forus? =

date, from miy log and sirline tickets, and everything clse, at home. .

tiene,

" Colonel Donanve. It _ ‘reme pecause it
wacs?d?flfli%ulb for my wife, and at the time I felt I should never-have
" Mr. Orrineer, What year?

‘say this. But I also had concern for him, because I felt that if hislords

ind masters in Hanoi knew he had made sucha 'statement, he would be - o

liquidated. .

‘my wife, niyself; Dr. Rofie, our interpreter, and. Pethrasi. And as he -

‘suined stature in the Pathet Lao Government, we lost contact with i
and my correspondence to him has 'beelll;;:gtur'r‘led‘ by hls-gp\{e_l‘n-,‘,‘ SRR

ment. i T i e
Chairman, in no way was T impugning this.comimittee. You are- .-

“gentlemen;© -

T just feel ba_‘dly that you. a.ré,allreju;c'ly “heavily cdfﬁiniﬁted timewise,

and underbudgeted and understaffed, because 1t ‘4p‘réc,l'udes-- you ‘erin o |

doing the job that you could do. -~

.~ Iam sure that you are more than a match for Hanoi and more than .-~

amatch for State and more than a match for DOD. . = -~

, " But the time to be on the jousting field is not ‘yours.iYod-ldon’-t'havé:j,,'.', o
ol o o ok, This is an additional burden you have taken on because you are good <.
You said he said he had more than 100 = S e S T

in effect, has turned this over to us. We haven’t had any * -

probléms ‘Wit;'h_thezilr h’old@g’us back:

- : | . B ‘ | :
, - | . DR Lo
' P Ehraa L .
v .

,exdept_‘.for_‘:_t;hen.n,i,n‘e,:1nen',...;\YIIQ;Qgtgl_}s_iply;»:gglg}g out of Liaos, o
: nown sbout Laos, It's a land-where the wheel is being in

-said5 “But, ,wﬁ*banﬁot BIREE
| 1 we have won our just war. After all, you. -

' until we have won our just war. After all, e

thoy aro. o, ‘eriminals,” and so ond._“ O

“who funictionied . 88 OUT. iiiterpreter==was o Witness 0o

" Colonel DoxaruE. Yes, siv, T will have Earl Hopper: bring youwthe 5

‘2t the time, the highest placed Pathet Lo in Vien-' .-~ *

was in July or August. I rememb‘eil' bechuse it L
~ Colonel Doxamur. 1972. I was pledséd—I was elated to-hear him. -

~ Nothing came of it, because there were only the four of us present— - .

one of our conicerns has. beén,_‘t‘h-at’-,t:hé State .
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We celtaml haven‘tlmd an S T e
2o T . N1E problems there; or with the Defong
o 1?1? )ﬁ:gn::::ljg.‘ié"i%é"l?m‘b%}rn“'domg»thibestA,we}:ould,l.and.nobg(fl(;rn
eins on us. Ho e are nat etk i A%
L ‘ext{ller:from the State Depai*ﬁggx‘{:f’ .; ve; ";‘rf’ not getting W““?h advi
o - My, GUYER._JI have 4 brief timespan, and T'd Tike “to make a

v CQ,

- statement, :
* . T have been workin
o . time, T am going to m
- dnd T agree wi
Swlotof it -

f"\;’v\"ith;‘ thé'Leagﬁewa‘Fdhlilieé”fc.ir vite soms
ke 8 repor P 82 8 $0

5 Lo make u.report to our Ohio peoplo-when 1 got bagl
‘ y Ou that 1Iehe_t‘omc‘1§ not the answer, and we have had’

. “But in defense of thé"com'miﬁ' Gl e
" ?Illgllqél; fItillgiffl)chéﬁeS;enatg Qr.liih‘;lbis,if Congress; that ~111§b§?111gl1$tftﬁee’
uently. I think the record will show we hava been together. probably
over 35 times; with.two trij 10w we have been together. probab]
dédi'ca'timl-,l}.l'és’ w@l}‘»ﬂo brips out of vthejcomlltx;_.;, and there s “ﬁ-lfCa’yl
"« All of which has T

G see S ae o ATIC :‘li()t‘bl;()'lll‘o'hf'ail).Ol.l't'éhéji;esuiﬁS.' ywant, -
. 1)_‘I_ want to honor you, sit, tid‘i‘rst:, because of Our‘,%iwuntt AnGes, no.
- body has a better right to say-what you did. :
. ---enceynobody had a better 1

Clgivenus, ¢ e
.+~ We have been beggin
. 'but not a policymaking
- tlebugs, going back an

. forthand'soon. "

 Say-wh ecause of your experj.
right o felan ase slong whstyou fae

g for recommendations. We are g 'fact‘-ﬁndiﬁg'.
clor_lettge,, and sometimes wé feel we ave shit:
i -prtlyxljep:q\rtlvng,. asking: questions, and sq

- But I am enotmously grateful to you, sit, for your speakine in b
- .But I.am enormously grateful to you, sir, for your speaking in be.
. half of so many who I %ngd\'v ihhsbfeg,loz?s’ ;:)111 fgglygllllg %pg;ykmgm o
- at the enormity. of your' L il the Knowledgenhiliy ty
. you have, bec

e pa;siecl along that kind of ‘encyclopedic inforination,” -~ .

e éollwe \‘\{'e 'calx)l do something within the time frame of this conimit-

_tee: Calendars become quite discouraging, and I know the long wait j
,_‘not;v,eljy,reward-mo'.j i me
5 .n-]é[hilécilfthoxfrm:iwe Tmﬁd a ﬁg'u're‘ made up-in barbed \i;il‘é, erected 'a’s--d
-+ memento of what the suffering still is. At Christmastime that one was.
- on display in'a bank in m I  Wor o will

= _nlq%i,l;lfﬁ%et‘or bind up the wounds or make things go away. .. .
SRS, ant to-thank the lady from Louisiana who came to us, for spes
-+ ing from amother’s heart, .~ LT o

S I{ fn going to be interested to have t, ‘

o 5(1)330;(}1;:%? E)(;?c:}ly aI1 lia}(et ;}'pt.lliing{:)o ask. T know you can’t learn with
. -Yyour mouth open, and I tiied. to absorb. toda, wliat eople have,
~ $nid. T thank you for the opportunity, - 10t you people have
,.j‘:\I"llQ_VCI-IAI.IIHI\IAN. Thank you, Mr, McCloskoy? .« . ERT
... M. MoCrosxwy, Colonel Donahue i was it t]
: mg] Reverend Roffe and Pethrasi? .
n three occasions, 1

k- |

. ..Colonel Doxasrur. Q T IR

- Mr, McCroskry. Was it in 1972-—J 069, 1071, and 1072,
this representation? .- = J‘u‘lly fan

' .CO_lonel DONA][UE. Yesl. ,\ S S o .

o %1[(:?]'0?120105081“"131{9%"- dd}llou spell hisname?" .~ .

-, Lolonel Dovanur. S-o-t-h—the h' is. silent. ‘TI R,

D o-t-h-r-a-8-i—and soni — e A5 SHERL, Tl he seco is-

I {’[f h\,f fb .,S.'l,—._-‘i.m‘c.l again the h is silent, so it’S"pr,dnonncegr}‘];-]e!;;rll';:i'l"q’

oAk C__.»prs';qcr.;No\y‘.t.lnls‘ conversation, where did it occurd - . .

ugust 1972 that he made

% Mr. Mo
i (olone

—~hav

reuinstances, no. '

1ty of ‘your information and the knowledgeability that -
becpuse there are few peopls.who have sat there tha{‘hs:i}:‘ '

y district, And I know that words alone will

he rééapi’tiﬂ,afioﬁ of the ."eniﬁi‘rte

~.from Cocoa Beach, Fla, Jim’s'{
" was most helpfiil. T didn’t have

AirvAmeric

[

" - Colonel DonAnus. In his compound, in his living room.
Croskzy. The Pathet Lno compound? -
l“‘DoN;mUE.-'-Ye’s;:s‘ir;—;I—would;sa,y-i
lnrge staff of Pathet Liao soldiers. - .
Croskey; 1 am going to try to be brief o
Pact of the reason I am going is a-mee
artment peopleon thissibject, .=~ .o e
" But at any time in yow visit to'Linos, other than this statement by - -
- pethrasi, did - you come across iy other indication, or did an
“-séa&ement that they knew, of Americans alive anywhere in Laos?-
~" " Colone

‘, 1 Donanue. Yes, sir, I have other information along the same:
-~ Jines: While T happen to be-a police
- “Mr. MeCroszry. I will have to sisk

"o do is pursue any. facts that you 1‘.1'2“,‘8,‘

- ohad o
T Mr Mo
ot t0_80.
%tat,e Dep

' n this, because Lhave - = -
ting’ with one of the -

you.to-be brief.. What we want.
or any information that.yow .. "~

t encompassed 5.0r 6 acres. ..

dication,or did anyonemake .- .

administrator by education—— - -

L .
" Colonel Dowamue. I would like to idy , ol o
may be in the Library of Congress. He' was an Australian, anac- - .
-credited;',Austmliml,‘jdunnahsﬁ-and fmjelanCe.‘-.photogmphe'r.';I-I_ls,n;une] R
3 John Everinghain, He ‘wrote & book which, as best 1 yecall, is'ens
" titled, “My. 26 Days With the Pathet
- .~ e was on a journalistic ass
“during the course of the evening
ing notes for-a. feature-article, he w
" {0 5 nearby village, about 10'miles aw
" and dale on foot, to what turned out to
- Fveringham telling me, . - * Lo s T
Mo was immediately thrown into.a hothox, despite protestations, ©:
equipment, and credentials. Ho was kept there 3 days, until released - -
by & North Vietnamese officer ‘who had checked him out and-ledrned -
- that he' was whom he-pur ortedtobe.. . =~ . L
" Subsequently, Everingham lived with his erstwhile captors, at their
“invitation, for 23 more days, and during that period-of time, accord-. . | .
. ing to Everingham, he was told by the Pathet Lao that they had more
"7 than 100 Amevican airmen as prisoners, They would

" because no word-appeared on POW’s—no word on POYV’s has ever

‘shooting pictures and mak- -

g’s activity, ture k-
y indigenous.male. -

as invited by ai
e & Pathet Lao village—thisis ~

ceomeoutofLaos, o T
M. Orrincer. Can you give us a date on that?
* - Colonel DoNAHUE, That would bein 1973, -
- Mr, Orrinérr. Is Everingham still alive? . =~
" Colonel -Doxanue. John Everingham should be.
~ virileman in his late twenties, early trilirties.’-‘j* o e
© . Mr. QrrinaER, Do you know wherewe canrveachhim? . & o 0
_“Colonel Donatiur. Unfortunately, I don’t, T hope his book is.in the
" library.” Representing the “Australian. press,

from only one of the two or three big cities there. .-
. James- Gleérum, station chief, CI4A, at- Udom
‘ amily lives in: Vero  Beach,

e is o young,

50 miles

When I ‘iwent into Laos. initially, which tas just before 1970, Jim* :
n visa.: I didn’t have a passport. I
t to my son’s station,

I did, Jim then helped

- wanted to ge

. Jand; which ‘me:with an airlift into Laos, vin. o
there, and then they brought me

a. T spent-about & week

,éﬁt,if}.( one ”11'1@1} to 'y(.)if."Hls bv,dolk‘g T

TLao,” or words to ‘tl;z_tt:"é‘ifect.' e R
igihment to & royal Laotian village, and. oo -

ay. Together they went over hill - .- B

have fobe MIA'S

e probably- eould -come - |

Thailend, T omis

which was at Naklion Phenom, Thai-- . -+.0



| " 'But Glerum, ag station chief of the CIA, having personal .conf, ., ‘And I t1 ink there’s some promise of that if we can get the coopera: .- *

o ,,;‘.u,.-:‘_;,,.:.ﬂde‘nce_.ln.‘nm. and“k'no\wng“l"had"w‘DOD“deal‘ﬂnce,"l'eCQllnted"‘SPQC]al"“ ...n.vof,t,he;a,dmllllstl&thﬂ.ln,mOVIIIg, forw

—
(=]

- Forces operations that he had directed, out of Udorn and vSamnnake't:ﬁt‘ 1'd like:to say that I think your fears about the results when we =

... 'Thailand, into central Laos to reported American POW camps. - . finish out business probably have merit to them, and that; for my o

But central Laos was a hot. spot of activity. The Ho Chi Miny parts I think -that until we have exhausted all the avenues—and 1

‘ bol ooy o1s pu o | 5 of the committee who may not'agree with
+ . Trail was going strong. Many. of his people—Glerum’s—didn’t comy - }mow there are members of the committee who may not-ag 2

b JARTR BEE 2R B ‘ nittee to'expire until wehave - -
. back. But he said, “We hit camps that had been occupied by Amey;, - m‘e”on"f"'hls"we should not allow the committeo to expire tmti’ we

| , S ‘ - 0 anfidence that we-have gotte information, that we know. = . -
- -cans-apparently just hours before.” He didn’t know what kind of 4 some confidence that we:have gotten the information; tha | :

Ju . grapevine, or “gystem. sad W wot the Vietnamese should kave, and 'the:Laotiai}s'—‘—and ..w‘it:h_inforf-"‘ o
-~ jungle telegraph grapevine, or what system- the- enemy used, by, il at'the Vl'? o BT N ‘some progress with the -~ *
L 'evef"y‘time{ li's“tl‘c;o;s 'hlt‘:on‘e..,of these primitive camps-—unlike Iianoi matlgndt,h?r’dlgyou.h“ve’ hppe.f_ijlllyv we can m@ke some Pl" R
ot tud b pliedomay. U GO o ha wo v s ths s

IR ‘ ‘ : ‘ R it thev oan be. pursued. and they- either bear. fruit or they =~
.- - Colonel Donanue.-January 1969, The Pathet Lao had been,'ta‘k-ing " the extent they can be pursued, and'they.either bear y

L by o R tes SORATUR, January 200, L oL DRl 0 paar fruit, T am hesitant.to write s final report of this committee. . . *
SR, ;4A111e_1'1can.s.and.nnprlspnmg,.-them_m'.these_‘,‘.ba,mboo,ca,‘mpszzu‘x_and.mov‘.«‘,;.don.,’t;bem fruit, I am hesitant.to write a p

¢ .. ing thém around on apparently 2.or 8 or 5 minutes' notice, * . . . -1 am fear at the shorb.duraiion, evon, o8 Y herte is o real
SR T\'Ir. McCroskzry. Colonel, I have to: ,QrH;“.Ve,yb‘% ,gi‘.’-en. our staf " went £0 the Rules Committee to- ask for, I think that there ] ‘

., every example of such information? . opportunity to get vesults, and until those results, such they may

* 1 am fearful that the short duration, even though that is what we™ o

* . ... Colonel Donamus; No, Thavemore; . - - - . .. jofrom the Vietnamese and from Laos and the Cambodians are ob- . - -

.

7 M McOuwsiry, Conldyoudothati -ty T myself would not favor our writing for Congressarend to

-+ ../ Colonel Donamug, Ishall, yes,sir, " 0 =000 0 g pusuib.- - -
. Mr. McCrosxey, Mr, Chairman, T just soy this. I think we ought - I don’t h
- . to follow up on each one ‘ ST
S Ihavetogor T o T R e
SR ,Thé,CI'IAIRMANZNQ'FIOblem. We'can followup onthat. ., * -
... Mr, Orringer. Un

Ofthés"g'-lt‘illdhs_gf-l:im‘f.{té}‘s.\ S * " _yery much concerned because I do think there is information to be .~
. Orrivezr, Unfortunately; I -also. have to' go. But T do want.
to express my .dGOP-&PPI'QCIQf-}?ll‘for your-coming, and for your helpfu] - -

exhausted everything we eandos - *+

R testimony. TR ks
- Colonel Doxanue, Iam privileged tobe here, . o
S dflct‘){lttgqgég ggg.;vﬁgf'l“Itot}?%(tgh{j?ﬁ-it_lr-the‘sta.lte'_of' the nations, and. being O“,tc-l',i_Si.Sed5,Whi'CIi-\‘l'_as.‘happ ‘?lle d to us. .Iau. a:] ong,totheMI A
| gllll;:‘(;e(;lgg?ﬁ]ol ):b‘iv; ti’t"i’;&e&nlll:)?%%aﬁ'sf?mitcu'}‘th?itllsle%,oallx;’v}el?lllle Slgcleslld g 'fmg:)htﬁlsélfaé'tftﬁz{tjéxn- me enteftuiﬁii\g 't_-h'e’thduglht'-df asling that the -

" in which' to’ accomplish your mission,

vo any idea—I haven't discussed this with most of the -

" members- of  the .'dgrhlmitt‘ée%'—-llow they feel about it, but I am very,

- “had,-and I hate to see us‘abindon- this"effort until we .fe“"l':.‘lvé‘».hp‘ve o
g oY : . - - W AN NI 'ing,’\Mrl.f-Ottlnger,* ER

Colonel DoNamus, Your words are very encouragin yngen

. . o left to.you only a 4-month period. ..~

T e ol D e hevius of socos and becanse [ . -

that we are going to si)end é\}érj * this is an election year and much has to be done. Again, we are ineltect -

- dent call on'all nations and call ‘our due bills with them and have = life of the committee be extended until you can sp‘eialxwmgr..e cm}_ﬁd.e:n }"j e

* them put pressure on Hanoi. T doubt that they would cooperat with ' - with conviction, is reassuring to us. [UCIORRE
" that ﬂ-t'thig time,  © - . o 'yl R coope;qte }v1t11 “ We appreciat?,eit.’ and I only hope it comes to pass.. - -

<., ButTdo think that, with respect to your first siug'ges‘tibn' thatreallj . Mr. Orrinarn, I£ T thought the effort wotld be fruitless, I wouldn's '

- s what we are trying to do. That is, you suggeste . NALS
' bay -ransomi, And,_‘ whereag neith“e’y‘,thg{.Vie‘brmmese.nor\oup"people - mese—that. they are anxious, In
,gould 1‘.11“% to call 'vi.lt-spa.d.e o spade, in a direct manner, (o try to avoid o
- .. rtheopprobrium, what we are seeking to do is to arrange an exchange - something—— * = 7 N ST Tk T
e I 2 REPIEER e ACh JE0. , mge - - SUNICLILLE o S iqn o 'dﬂﬂa]-
- wherchy the Vietnsmese would get the things they want, in ‘re'tulgn . Colonel Doxamyr. Tcan believe they.are anxious todeal.’
+ " for facilitating an accounting for ourmissing'in setion,” .~ . .

he kind of wo
‘ o That they have something to deal with, And if we .

A0 : “ 2 Mr. OrriNaer, That-they have -spmetl.llng: 0 deal with, AnC L W8

 ettae having & forrible struggle‘with our own administration in - ennot ‘achieve that result within the time frame, and there still

' " do-that. but we have now.a réa) indication that—from the Vietna-. .=~ -
that we offor to - do that; but we'have now:a real indication gds et you are talk-

ing about, that they m‘re\anxl;o'us--zto;deql,’ap indi‘c.:atio"nvtlh‘at .‘t'hgy':hqf'e} R k

© getting them ‘to go along. There1s great concern on the part of the - - the possibility of getting the information ﬂm‘"'th?y‘ _m‘?St ha LR

* Tamilies themselves that we not make any eestures: 16 Southeast ~  think we oueht to vo aliead and gebit, . . I T
e ASIAN MiFone it o c 100 Make any wes to the Southeast - think we oughtto goahead and gevll. - - - . . - wy ogpe

-/ -islan nations without being sure we 'get"l)"es:btlltS"oii"Our own'mission, - And that is my owh personal feeling in this matter. I know the .
: j-get,tmg‘an'accoﬂnting,-:" e T T T AL TRI0ty

rave his word, and he is uncomfort-
* chairman feels that he gave his-word, and he is somewhat uncomfort- .

. But, that is an. impossible interpretation of what it is we are trying - able-about going for the extension, but we are going 'tq‘d.o_ FREPRE T

- to'do. We are tryinig-to wipe the slate of the past clear, clean, to'say, ~ Wecan. - 3

yourwan Sl e Secretary of State, Weare
. “What do you ‘want? Here’s what we want.” See if we can’t get” . We are going to.be meeting with the. Secretary of State. We > ’

1_'031-‘1'lts,. ' ' poine to pub & hressuieas wecanonhim. . . oo oo
Jesuls. S SR . going toput & much 1eSSuYs A5 96 X tion, if T may, Mr. Ottinger. . .
a8 P T R B P 1 Dowarur. I would offerone caution, if I may, Mr. OWUNger. .
.. 1Sce pp. 338-342, . oy Co‘.longll_.01§lt\_. S PR
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O Mmechanies? In ‘what

1 B e ‘.I l ' ‘

| S T e e
Lo T P e R - » amount ‘pel.C&Pltib R
Whenever & number—either of r’er’na%nﬂs <l)1 liviilg—b-i,s gﬂfg‘ed-by i pab "nlone}ér,m_‘__t‘.l}ﬁ P}OPEI l’tl R 0 -
Vietnamese, T feel that that number.shou dnever-be-fixe TUpoi| e i powWers r way, if possible, that is ief of the preafest
u-f-:;;-A-,Ame'rica11"‘iégi’éiato;'s,, because the- Vietnamese have g way then of. b :_ﬂ,'o‘s' efer ,-thevtf’tl:‘,?;n‘(‘fﬁ};.as Izhe '()dm}nan.de]lj lltlr' gllnilgpmt f'%om the. -
.. ting that particular Lnumber[in;qoncre_te_a.n‘,d there are rione beyqy Unite bt&ltgswgf?d and assort himself by as ,(11,1(1, v
* . In other words; they never go the whole way initially, And if
. . settle for, say, 200 bodies, or '

v

: "mtionl‘i?émte of 51l of the nations of the worl
0 -of-all-o

. I ' ‘ Tt sl goneeln®y L0 L stiing _smce,“'oll,f.l.“ AR inion, only | 0=
By Ry bOOndocks,_they. ook oo that and hen it a'l)p°“; cﬁft wlt;hotlt&&%%(’}&i IV‘igtjnfilm; is sensitive to .;VE.‘ xlr?er?m 'er:of"'the.conl.-“
. in,the American ‘Press; that's the fisurs to which they feel they.q, ¥ {Qn‘lyt l-’ecsﬁghd‘td Puild this f,acii'ld,e of Hilmﬁd I have faith

| i e T e a1t i seeking € ake up the world, do T have fai e

o :cog‘;nvlvﬁ:?;}lise.—'I think we have to bewary. . L {n:rs:i,’.,t;aof nations that makeup e ,t . ?1'8',;51;1.‘8‘1‘1{1),- G
ot oy et Wo would lik to liave an nccounting for dvery g approseY. o, T pather that you feel that the leadership .
.of otr'men that did'not come back. But ive also are realistic, and recy; - Mr, GonzaLzz. 1 gathe

" nize that, in ,theuheat'df'wme, th

r

b is for the Piesident o tho -~

where 1o -M{;}l’zg;;ﬁ.- o
{ D T ing noney, nelp, and.sup- -

ey ook ooy o 10 or 15 MT &...Jo 'héads.‘ed' to which we have been funneling-money, Ieip, Al : .

what. have you, or:10-or 15 MT! ki

thers, liave not been adamant .- -
: N Rr: or others, have: not bee Y :
ere are going to be some that: .aftel-itlf--~~~a nt-or-the Secretal y‘*o‘lfl'"st:::s’ed__-.; e
ot be possible, S v : 'b:oil""hithe -h”‘vemté?%”‘t}:}:nls\ver your qt
" But when there is'a-clear indication that there ig rinforlmtibn"theﬁ = CoTOnQ1, Ol‘ff‘-lfmgéén ,(’mampy, ‘and:I think th ternationalist point
_to be had, and I think myself that until we have gotten fl’(')m‘the'rh:';ﬂ]. .;t,h'e,P.-,reSl'dQ“!t‘11.%5:1. - reoccupied with, from his Internatio '
- that we feel that can be. gotten from them and fsati,sﬁed.,Q,l,l‘l.,"_elvesioh,:'ial,as.béel,l complotely Prebsser
o that, ,we‘shoul‘d.notclo‘se;this'chwpter; 5
,o,,o'nel;Doztxi-m’ic;Thun’k_y‘ou,,sir.;:
* The Cratmay, Mr, Gonzales? SEDIERERRE G
e M. GongaLag, Thank you, Mr. Ohaivman. .
~ - Golonel Donamvg, M. Gonzalez,
- of the San Antonjo Lions Club, and
.- dues every month in absentia,

ow. matters of greater moment, forgett
L "-"°f'v'}ew"~11n“a;tsglgigﬁ ?u,s"the'v-gifass'~1'0°ta»1’°°1?1$¥ién n
ey Is only a8 goor as good as their Government ena an impression
e e ke and this s really just an imp
" 'Mr. GonzaLuz. Yyelly 1 th '

- ‘,'v ‘ R

25 these eiitities have; so therefore they can
; PN 1t ks 1y ¢ h as these enl,ltleS h'af,ve’ P ' ohe ’Week’ ‘
o e iy i i A St S

, gt T Aoyl o e .. play us, theyc “a cooing. cablegram '
. toyou that was San Antonio;, - L

s e o will.deliver a nmiiberofbo‘hesf,.’- y non .
solonel Donanur, T think—I don’t know if ji’g Pearl or Lane Stay, - pides come 0"‘“."?_“? “.‘jl’i‘;"lﬁ’ﬁﬁethocl of preconceived g?;ﬁ(;z?&inand

© Mr. Gonzavig, Yes. Well; T hope that you will still consider Spp - Now, whether t}‘?;tldeg appear to me that they are capitalizing and
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